Date: 28 January 2014
Ourref: 108679
Your ref: Y/99/13/

ENGLAND
Mr C. Cronin,

Arun District Council Customer Services
Hornbeam House

Civic Centre c Busi Bark
Maltravers Road rewe Business Fat
. Electra Way
Littlehampton Crewe
Sussex BN17 5LF Cheshire
CW16GJ

BY EMAIL ONLY
T 0300 060 3900

Dear Mr Cronin,

Planning consultation: Outline application for 10.5 hectares of residential development
(comprising up to 250 dwellings (30% to be affordable) together with ancillary open space and
landscaping),14.9 hectares of public open space development to be laid out as public parkland and
landscaped green corridors, vehicular access from Ford Lane (The means of access) - This is a
Departure from the Development Plan

Location: Land to the North & East of St Marys Church Yapton

Thank you for your consultation on which was received by Natural England on 08 January 2014.

Natural England is a non-departmental public body. Our statutory purpose is to ensure that the
natural environment is conserved, enhanced, and managed for the benefit of present and future
generations, thereby contributing to sustainable development.

Natural England does not consider that this application poses any likely or significant risk to those
features of the natural environment* for which we would otherwise provide a more detailed
consultation response and so does not wish to make specific comment on the details of this
consultation.

The lack of case specific comment from Natural England should not be interpreted as a statement
that there are no impacts on the natural environment. Other bodies and individuals may make
comments that will help the Local Planning Authority (LPA) to fully take account of the
environmental value of this site in the decision making process.

In particular, we would expect the LPA to assess and consider the possible impacts resulting from
this proposal on the following when determining this application:

Green Infrastructure and Priority Habitats

This proposal could present opportunities to secure green infrastructure should the authority should
be minded to grant permission for this application. The Arun Green Infrastructure Study provides
options for integrating open space into a well-designed, high quality network of green infrastructure.
Consideration should be given to creating priority habitats that could contribute to the Sussex
Biodiversity Action Plan such as lowland meadow and hedgerows; providing both opportunities for
increased biodiversity and access to nature for the local community.

! cases which might affect a SSSI, Natura 2000 site, National Park, Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty or a large population of a
protected species and/or cases or generic issues which affect a large suite of sites or may set a precedent and thereby affect a significant
quantity of habitat across the country
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Landscape characterisation and townscape assessments, and associated sensitivity and capacity
assessments provide tools for planners and developers to consider new development and ensure
that it makes a positive contribution in terms of design, form and location, to the character and
functions of the landscape and avoids any unacceptable impacts

Protected species
We have not assessed this application and associated documents for impacts on protected species.

Natural England has published Standing Advice on protected species. The Standing Advice
includes a habitat decision tree which provides advice to planners on deciding if there is a
‘reasonable likelihood’ of protected species being present. It also provides detailed advice on the
protected species most often affected by development, including flow charts for individual species to
enable an assessment to be made of a protected species survey and mitigation strategy.

You should apply our Standing Advice to this application as it is a material consideration in the
determination of applications in the same way as any individual response received from Natural
England following consultation.

The Standing Advice should not be treated as giving any indication or providing any assurance in
respect of European Protected Species (EPS) that the proposed development is unlikely to affect
the EPS present on the site; nor should it be interpreted as meaning that Natural England has
reached any views as to whether a licence may be granted.

If you have any specific questions on aspects that are not covered by our Standing Advice for
European Protected Species or have difficulty in applying it to this application please contact us at
with details at consultations@naturalengland.org.uk.

Biodiversity enhancements

This application may provide opportunities to incorporate features into the design which are
beneficial to wildlife, such as the incorporation of roosting opportunities for bats or the installation of
bird nest boxes. The authority should consider securing measures to enhance the biodiversity of the
site from the applicant, if it is minded to grant permission for this application. This is in accordance
with Paragraph 118 of the National Planning Policy Framework. Additionally, we would draw your
attention to Section 40 of the Natural Environment and Rural Communities Act (2006) which states
that ‘Every public authority must, in exercising its functions, have regard, so far as is consistent with
the proper exercise of those functions, to the purpose of conserving biodiversity’. Section 40(3) of
the same Act also states that ‘conserving biodiversity includes, in relation to a living organism or
type of habitat, restoring or enhancing a population or habitat’.

Should the proposal be amended in a way which significantly affects its impact on the natural
environment, then in accordance with Section 4 of the Natural Environment and Rural Communities
Act 2006, please consult Natural England again.

We really value your feedback to help us improve the service we offer. We have attached a
feedback form to this letter and welcome any comments you might have about our service.

Yours Sincerely

Sally Harries
Land Use Services
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http://www.naturalengland.org.uk/ourwork/planningdevelopment/spatialplanning/standingadvice/default.aspx
mailto:consultations@naturalengland.org.uk

