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4.1. The provision of the use of treatment in the attenuation basins is acceptable as detailed in the FRA 

section 7.2.8 

 

5. Amenity 

5.1. No assessment of amenity benefit has been submitted.  However, the surface water drainage 

design has limited benefit towards placemaking and environmental enhancement (attenuation ponds 

being the exception).  Water is not kept at or close to the surface and much of the design is of a 

conventional subterranean piped network with underground tanks contributing towards the storage.  

If further amenity benefits are provided this may impact the scale and layout of the development and 

is unlikely to be included via condition.  

 

5.2. The depths of the water in the basins exceeds those recommended to manage health and safety 

risk.  This may mean that amenity benefit is reduced.  The SuDS Manual indicates that where 

deeper and larger open water storage features are required, they should have a maximum depth of 

1.5m and should not exceed 2m in the most extreme design event.  

 
5.3. The depth of basin 1 is 2.320m the peak design water level is 1.715m and whilst still less than 2m, 

the planning officer and designer are expected to consider the health and safety risk of the depths of 

the basins, in terms of increased risk, or the implications on amenity if barrier fencing is required.  It 

is noted that The SuDS Manual dissuades the use of physical barriers to water as they can prevent 

or obstruct visual observance of the water body, and the provision of help in an emergency. 

 
6. Biodiversity 

6.1. It is anticipated that the two no. proposed attenuation ponds will contribute to the overall site 

biodiversity value. The planting regime within those features will also dictate the benefits gained and 

will need to be addressed during detailed design. Wet areas within the ponds should also be 

considered, but overall consideration to the operation of these basins should be made 

 

7. Construction, operation, maintenance, decommissioning and structural integrity 

7.1. The proposed attenuation basin 1 appears over 2m deep and will likely encounter groundwater. The 

ability of constructing and operating these basins whilst including adequate measures to counter the 

buoyancy effect of the high groundwater without impacting the current proposals is a concern. The 

concern is that there is a risk that the size and layout of the basins may need to change in plan area 

during the detailed design stage.   This could result in an increase in plan area to account for 

reduced depth, impacting the layout and deliverable public open space area.  Alternatively, the 

designer may increase the volume of below ground attenuation tanks thus reducing the water quality 

and biodiversity benefits these basins currently provide. 

 

8. Suggested conditions / Overcoming the objection 

8.1. As  this is not a holding objection or a request for further information, requested conditions are not 
listed.  If you are minded to approve this application, please reconsult engineers for a list of 
suggested conditions to ensure that the development is adequately drained and does not increase 
flood risk elsewhere.   
 

8.2. The imposition of conditions at this stage rather than overcoming the objection could result 
in a circumstance where the condition cannot be discharged.  In the event of attaching a 
condition that cannot be discharged, permission may be invalid or that condition could be 
deemed to be unreasonable. 
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Drainage Engineers response  

 

 
 
Arun District Council, Civic Centre, Maltravers Rd 
Littlehampton, West Sussex, BN17 5LF 
www.arun.gov.uk 

 

To register to receive notifications of planning applications in your area please go to 
https://www1.arun.gov.uk/planning-application-finder 
 

       
 

 
 

 

From: Sarah Burrow <Sarah.Burrow@arun.gov.uk>  

Sent: 24 October 2025 13:01 

To: Planning.Responses <Planning.Responses@arun.gov.uk> 

Cc: Paul Cann <Paul.Cann@arun.gov.uk>; Simon Davis <Simon.Davis@arun.gov.uk> 

Subject: RE: Planning Consultation on: Y/32/25/PL 

 

Hi Simon,  

Find the consultation response – an objection – attached.  Apologies for the delay in response.     
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I am submitting this consultation on behalf of Paul, our Principal Drainage Engineer.  It has been 

completed by one of our external consultants.   

Kind regards 

Sarah Burrow 
Flood Risk and Drainage Engineer, Coastal Engineers and Flood Prevention 
 
T:  01903 737815 
E:  sarah.burrow@arun.gov.uk  

 
 
Arun District Council, Civic Centre, Maltravers Rd 
Littlehampton, West Sussex, BN17 5LF 
www.arun.gov.uk 

 

       
 

 
 

 

From: Planning.Responses <Planning.Responses@arun.gov.uk>  

Sent: 02 May 2025 08:19 

To: Land Drainage <Land.Drainage@arun.gov.uk> 

Subject: Planning Consultation on: Y/32/25/PL 

 

To: Engineers (Drainage) 
  

NOTIFICATION FROM ARUN DISTRICT COUNCIL 

Town & Country Planning Act 1990 (as amended) 

Town and Country Planning (Development Management Procedure) (England) Order 2015  

Planning Permission 

Application No: Y/32/25/PL 

Registered:  1st May 2025 

Site Address: Land West of Bilsham Road Yapton BN18 0LA 

Grid Reference: 497545 102448 

Description of Works: Erection of 170 No residential dwellings (30% affordable), parking spaces, 
internal site roads, public open space, childrens play space, pumping station, 
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surface water drainage features, landscaping and associated works. This 
application is a Departure from the Development Plan and is in CIL Zone 3 and 
is CIL Liable as new dwelings. 

  

The Council have received the above application.  

Click here to view the application and documents The website is updated once a day in the evening, so you 

may need to wait until the day after this notification to view the documents. 

This application has been identified as CIL Liable. Therefore please be aware that, in accordance with 

Appendix 2 of the Arun CIL Charging Schedule, your consultation response should only include requests 

for Section 106 for onsite mitigation, Pagham Harbour Management Contributions (if applicable} or 

Affordable Housing. "Off" Site mitigation measures directly related to this development should be dealt with 

by condition if possible to ensure the scaling back of Section 106 if possible. CIL contributions will be used 

for "off" site infrastructure mitigation schemes. Therefore if this proposal triggers the need for "off" site 

mitigation, please ensure that you engage in the CIL Infrastructure List Consultation process upon receipt 

of a consultation letter. 

Should you have any comments to make, these should be sent by replying to this email by 6th June 2025 . 

You can also monitor the progress of this application through the Council web site: 

https://www.arun.gov.uk/planning-application-search 

The application will be determined having regard to the development plan policies (if any are relevant) and 

other material considerations. The development plan can be accessed via the website 

https://www.arun.gov.uk/development-plan as can information on what comments we can consider 

https://www.arun.gov.uk/planning-application-comments 

Please be aware that any comments you may make will be available on our website so please do 

not insert personal details or signatures on your reply.  

Should the application go to appeal the Planning Inspectorate will publish any comments made to the 

Council on their website:https://acp.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/ but they will protect personal details. 

In the absence of a reply within the period stated, I shall assume that you have no observations to make. 

Yours sincerely 

Mr S Davis 

Planning Officer- Arun District Council 

Telephone: 01903 737874 

Email: Simon.Davis@arun.gov.uk 

  

PLCONSULT (ODB) 2020 


