9 November 2018

Planning {Listed Bulldings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990 {as amended)

Daveiopment: Application for Listed Buillding Consent

Lacation: 8 Walberion Park, Walberton, West Sussey, BN18 0P

Heritage Statement by Peter Ripley, Agent for John McDermoll property owner and Applicant

The Usted Bullding, hereinafter referred to as "the House”, is shown sdged red on Arun District
Council’s Conservation Area Designation Plan dated 00.11.1990, a copy of which is annexed at
Appendix 1. From 1875 unti 1980 the House was known as "Walbserlon House'. In the sarly 1380°s
the name was changed to the present "Walberton Parld’. The House needs to be distinguished from
the new, low profile property, topped by 18™ Century Cupols brought from Farnham, Surrey, built in
the former kitichen Gardens of Walberton Park in 1963, That property is now called "Waltherion
Housa®. it is shown on the plan at Appendix 1 1o the East of Walberton Park, marked &',

History. in 1817 Richard Prime {d.2888). M.P. for the western division for Sussey hetwesn 1847 and
1884, purchased the House and estate comprising about 1400 acres, from Slsxander Whyte, son of
General lohn Whyte {d. 1818}, Shortly following the purchase Richard Prime demolished the previous
house {bulll by Gensral Whyte) and replaced it with the prasent, substantially larger one. Richard
Prime’s design was by Sir Robert Smivke, in plain Greek Revival stvle, following an asymmetrical plan.
Originally it consisted of 2 main south-facing range of seven bays and an east facing rangs of three
bays. There was s one-storey Doric colonnade running along the south and west fronts, with an
occtagonal entrance hall recessed in the south-east angle between the main rangss. The site and
surreunding parkiand are shown on the Plan of Walberton and Binsted clrea 1875 a copy of which is
annexad 3t Appendix 2. The Houss, then “Walberton House' is shown underfined in red.

Between 1910 and 1950 the House's hwo service ranges running north were curtaiied. in about 1960
the western section of the colonnade and the eastern bay of its southern section were removed. At
some point before 19340, the entrance hall was replaced by a smallar lobby. In the early 1980s, the
House was re-named Walberton Park, and split into five apartments, the grand staircase, hall, lhrary
and dining room remaining undivided. A the same time a north-west wing containing eight more
apartments was added in matching style. The present Application relates o Apariment Number 9,
comprising the sputh-facing rooms and south colonnade, on the southern part of the ground floor of
the House, shown on the copy floor plan dated 16™ August 1984, annexed at Appendix 3. The House
and Apartment 8, remain essentially unchanged sincs 1984 and November 19%0 {when it was listed)
until today.

As to former owners of the House, the Trustees of the Prime Estate sold to Joseph Liddle who lived
at Walberton until his death in 1330, By 1938 it had passad to his son-in-law, Perey Heywood. In
1954 Frederick James Marguis, viscount and later Earl of Woeeolston {d 1964} bought it with 160 acres.
Lord Woolston resumed the Primes’ role as squire and served as Government Food Minister during
the Second World War, After his death he was succseded by his son Roger who died In 1989 and the
House was sobd again. in 1981 Siv Graham Byre QU and Lady Jean Eyre were owners. During their
ownership the House was divided into Apartments and Leases granted for 99 yvaars from

250 December 1981 In respect of each Apartment, including Number 9, On the 208" March 2000 the
Laasehold tarm in respect of Number 9 and the other Apartrments, was increased o 987 yvears from
165 july 1899, At that time, the Frechold reversion was vested in Walberton Park Management
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Company 11d. and the latter remains the freeholdar loday. The Applicant John MoDermott and bis
wife Valerie acquired the leasehold on Apartment $ and took up residence there on 1%.March 2017,

The Alteration. The Application concerns a privagy screen which has baen replaced and the
Apphicant seeks retrospective consent. The Patio to the West of Apartment 9 is coloured green on
the copy floor plan at Appendix 3. The privacy scresn which has been replaced is fikad on the top of
the low wall on the North and North West boundaries of the patio.

Un o and gt listing: The original privacy scresn was in place Tor @ number of years, probably since
the 195¢'s. It is not known 10 have besn included in any planning application. B was mads of tmber
in larch lap panels secured to the low patic boundary walls by specially forged metsl brackets, it
provided privacy scraening 1o 3 height of about four feet on Top of the low walls. 1t was more a part
of the patlo and garden than the House. Over the years traes, bushes, ivy and brambles grew up to a
height above the patio boundary walls, 1o the extent that the privacy screen became hidden from
sight. This was probably the position when the building was listed.

The currant position: A Hitle before the Applicant’s purchase of Apariment 3, from abhout 2014 the
owner of Apartment 15 which adioins the Patio imunediately o the North, Rosemary Burgess had
been asking for the vegetation surrounding the patio to be cut back, becauss it was unkempt, by
and other wesds wers intruding onto her property and she had ssan a rat, but no sction was taken.
in March 2017, when the Applicant first took up residences the vegetation had reached an excessive
haight of over 11 feet above the low Patio boundary wall and the view of Apartments 1 to B to the
North were completely obscured. The lack of pruning, cutting back and weed controf had created an
gyesore and he agreed with Mrs.Burgess to take remadial action. In July 3017 the Mouss, commungt
gardener cut back and removed the vegetation that had grown over and above the original wooden
privacy screan on the low North and North West Patio boundary walls. As & result, without its
support, the old wooden privacy screen which was rotten and decayed, came down in the next
strong wingd,

Shortly after that, by arrangement betwaen the Applicant and Mrs. Burgsess {whoss Apariment
adicing the Patio immeadiately to the North) the orlging! wooden privacy soreen was replaced with
the present long lasting quality, coloured steel one. This screen is shown in the advertisemant and
photographs accompanying the Application. Without replacing the original scraen, thers was little
privacy on the Patio and s former welcoming character was substantially diminished from the way
it was whan the House was listed.

The prasent, open appearance of the new, replacement privacy screen is intended to be of limited
duration. instructions have been given 10 the House communal gardener to replace the vy and the
weeds that wers ramoved from the garden side of the Patio boundary in July 2017, with appropriate
plantings of species thal will grow up and over the screen. in this way the visual appearance and
autlook from the Patic will be properly cué@g\atasﬁ arnd s atiractive character when the House was
fisted, rash

Peter Ripley RD TEP Retived Solicitor, A\g\‘;'st for the Applicant.

Address for communications 3 Ketch Road, Littiehampion, BN17 8RE

Ernait: [

o™ November 2018
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