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INTRODUCTION
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LEGISLATIVE & PLANNING POLICY FRAMEWORK
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Emerging Arun Local Plan 2011-2031

Supplementary Planning Documents
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Saved Polices of the Arun District Local Plan {adoptad in April

2003)

Walberton Neighbourhood Development Plan

(adopted in March 2017)
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Origins of Fontwell

The name Fondwell is derived from the Roman wordd Fons” and Saxon word
Welle', meaning ‘a spring or well’, and makes reference 1o freshwater
springs that lay in the area alongside an ancien! gast-wesi rouls from
Brighton to Chichester (Howell and Surrell, 1884). The place-name along
with some archasological evidence suggests the presence of a small
setlement in Fonbwell dating from the Roman period. However, very litlle
gvidence has been found 1o show the ocation and exient of such 3
seftiement.

Medieval Development

No seftlement at Fontwell is recorded in the Domesday Survey of 1088A0.
The area where Fontwell Bes loday lay al the edge of the two parishes of
Eastergate and VWalberion, the manors of which are documented at this
fme. A route-way following the approximaie course of ihe current Arundsl
Road i likely 1o have remained iy existence.

Post-Medieval and Modermn Development

Documentary evidence first records a hamlet sefifement o have been
established al Fontwell by 1834, with around six dwellings in olal forming
the settlement by the 18408 (VCH, 1887, One of these dwellings was the
former Balls Hut Inn, which lied along Arundel Road and which has since

been demolished. The other dwallings would have been cotlages and farm

buildlings scatiered arcund the landscape, one of which would have been
Geodacres, known in the nineteenth century as ‘Commaon Faray,

Fontwell remained a very small hamisl uniil the interawar period of the
wwentieth century when a8 numiber of new houses were huill along Arundsl
Read, Vandieys Lang, and West Walberion Lane. Since then,
development continued o spread with signilicant new housing being bullt in
recent years. Nowadays, the willage s well-known for #s Racecourse,
which requiarly stages National Hunt races and other evenis atlracting
large crowds. The Racecourse has stimulated professional and amateur
equing activity arcund the villags. .
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1805 Ordnance Survey Map

1778 Yeakall and Gardner Map
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