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2.3 Landscape and Visual Impact

The detailed Landscape and Visual Impact Assessmient
{LV1A) by Allen Pyke Assodiates prapared for the site
describes the landscape and visual baselineg conditions
and assessas the likely effects of the scheme on both
landscape character and visual amenity.

character. The proposed soft landscape scheme

would incorporate native tree species, hedgerows

and understory shrub planting areas - reinforcing the
existing, retained boundary planting and reflecting the
prevailing landscape character within the immediate
and widler landscape. 1t is envisaged that the proposed
resiciential scheme could be accommodated within

Whilst itis accepted that the construction phase of any
deveiopment will have a short-term adverse impact

on visual quality, the Masterplan design approach has
incorporated fandscape mitigation measuras {0 prevent
or reduce operational effects as an integral part of the
design development proces

1743

The proposals are concordant with protecting
the landscape character of the local srea as the
development would:

Conserve and enhance landscape character,
including its natural features;

¥

Respect the historic character and development
pattern of Fontwell, taking into account the distinet
idantity and setting;

Not l=ad to actual or perceived coalescance of
settlernents or undermine the integrity of the rural
character; and

Not biring about significant adversa effects o views
it 10 and out of Fontwaell.

TRICT COUNCIL WA/73/17/0UT

24 Edge Conditions

There is significant boundary vegetation to the south,
east and west boundaries which provides the site

with a good tevel of visual enclosure. Although the
site is slightly more open to the south west with more

sporadic hedgerows.

The LVIA has considered a wide range of views into and
acress the site from surrounding viewpeints concluding
that The Site les cutside of the existing settiemeant
area of Fontwell. It is not subject to any landscape
designations, is not openly visible from any designatad
landscapes and potential views from the
SDINP are screenad and long distant. No heritage assets
d be effected by the proposals!

The proposad scuth eastern boundary would be
enhanced with dense native planting as part of the
Masterplan proposals.

Overall, the location of the site to the south-east edge
of Fontwell provides an opportunity 1o araate new
homes in g desirable location whilst realising minimal
adverse landscape and visual effects.

Although the south-westam site boundaries are more
open to the countryside bevond, potential visual
aprtors will be limited and restricted to occasional

rec
properties and agricultural holdings.

2.5 Topography and Land Form 2.6 Existing Trees and Hedgerows

R
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2.11 Flood Risk & Drainage Issues
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lationship with other land uses and with open
reated will be carefully considered to provide
est quality of settings within the site, aiding the |
different and individual character areas.
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3.6 Landscape and Ecological
Enhancement Strategy

The proposals will sesl o improve the exdsting
habitats on site which are recognised in the ecology
report as‘common and widespread aoross the UK'.
The masterplan will significant improve on the current
habitats by providing a diverse range of new and
enhanced environments and ecological interventions
across the site. These will not only benefit local wildiife,
but will help to create an attractive snvironment
where people will want to live, it will also encourage
interaction and play.

A native buffer of predominately thorny species will
planted adjacent to the Ancient Woodland, wreating

a diverse woodland edge habitat. Other native buffer
planting will reinforce the existent site boundarles.
Proposad tree species will include native and fruiting
varigties which will produce foraging resources for
mammals and birds and increased opportunities for
dents. Large and fong lived feature
treas will create landmarks In the landscape and will
become sultable ha

frult picking by resi
at in the future.

Bird and bat boxes will be shtuated away from directly
filuminated areas and will located on existing mature
traes and on the new buiidings where appropriate. Log
pites located in both sunny and damp locations will

ats for invertebrates and small
mammals and subsequently a food source for other
wildilfe in the area.

become suitable hat

Swathes of wildfiower grassiand planting will include
seasonal bulbs to establish a rich meadow habitat and
a visually attractive and dynamic landscape for informal
Hreference the rural character

recreation that v

A pond will be created as part of the site wide Sulis
scheme, which will further add to the new habitats on
site. it will be planted with native aguatic plants and
managed to enhanced its wildiife potential.

TRICT COUNCIL WA/73/17/0UT
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3.8 Accessibility Approach
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6.0 Landscape and Environmental

6.1 Design Development
Initial Landscape Concept

The initial landscape concept was used to inform the
developmant of the landscape proposals,

The primary objective of the schemsa is 1o improve the
relaticniship and interface between Fortwall's residential
areas and the rural landscape that forms the setting of
he site to the south.

s

Existing boundaries to the settlament adge are to be
reinforced, with ecclogical enhancement areas and open
space areas to the southern boundary.

The open spaces within the proposals will incorporate
SubS and Play while significantly enhancing the
o

ecological habitat and improving the visual and aesthetd
qualities of the development.
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The Landscape Strategy seeks to

Retain and protect landscape features which have
ameanity or wiidhfe valug;

Retain and enhance landscape features which
contribute to local landscape character;

Maintain and enhance connactivity between the
existing residential areas and the adjacent rural
fandscape;

Recognise opportunities 1o enhance visual
connections;

Enhance the interface betweaen the Fontwell
developmaeant boundary, the approved adiacent
randara scheme and the semi-rural landscape to
the south;

i

%

Maimise the wildlife value of the site;

Compliment the new built form so as to provide an
attractive and distinctive landscape contribution to

iy boarenite
Fontwell:

Provide adequate mitigation to Hiter and screen

VIEWS,
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6.3 Open Space Strategy
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6.4 Open Space Types
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6.6 Materials / Hard Landscape
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The variety of open spaces proposed will facilitate
community interaction, and will provide high quality
recreational settings and an equipped play area

for children. Spacious, legible pedestrian and cycle
movement routes are provided around the site.

The Masterplan responds successfully to all of the site
characteristics to create a high quality, sustainable
addition to Fontwell that limits scale and massing
towards the site extents, negating any impact on
nearby residents, whilst also providing tangible and
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The Ecology
Partnership
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