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1. Runoff destination 

1.1. Water butts are now shown and can be specified at discharge of conditions stage. 

1.2. The ground investigation shows relatively shallow groundwater (up to 1.4m bgl) and the subsoil 

classification may not be suitable for a full infiltration solution. The infiltration testing provided is a 

1m deep and infiltration features at this depths would not be feasible due to shallow groundwater. 

There is no infiltration testing undertaken at shallow depths for rain gardens / permeable paving in 

the parts of the site where groundwater levels allow shallow infiltration. There may be potential for 

partial infiltration solution. The design now incorporates shallow features with high level overflow 

which need to be confirmed through infiltration testing. Infiltration testing is a requirement of 

Condition 13 but can be presented at discharge of conditions stage where partial infiltration should 

be utilised where feasible. 

1.3. The proposed runoff destination is in accordance with the outline strategy, which is to the southeast 

edge of the site. We are satisfied that the watercourse connection is feasible and the watercourse 

connects downstream to the wider land drainage network. Downstream maintenance is the 

responsibility of the Riparian Owners and not a planning matter. 

 

2. Interception drainage 

2.1. The current solution is discharge to a watercourse and the design includes permeable paving, 

raingardens and basins. Some areas of the site allow shallow infiltration which is likely to be suitable 

for interception drainage. A calculation is provided which indicates the standard is met by a 

combination of permeable pavement, basin and raingarden. Clarification of the features included 

and that they are valid in terms of the areas they serve in accordance with NSfS criteria is now 

provided and overall exceed the impermeable areas served. 

2.2. The information provided is sufficient to determine the plan layout and further confirmation (including 

infiltration rates at shallow depths) can be provided as part of the technical design to discharge 

Condition 14. 

 

3. Extreme rainfall and flooding 

3.1. The calculations and parameters used are broadly in accordance with current sustainable drainage 

policy and guidance. 

3.2. The additional information provided on the outlet connection to the existing watercourse, together 

with the surcharge added to the calculations is acceptable and robust. 

3.3. Base levels and gradients have been added to the drainage layouts and base gradients confirmed, 

which is acceptable. It is difficult to audit permeable paving in this modelling software from the 

outputs but we note the permeable pavement storage do not have separate flow controls and are 

not designed to fill during the design storm, therefore the correct gradient modelled for each 

compartment is not critical to the feasibility of the design.  

3.4. Exceedance paths are updated and acceptable subject to technical design of the proposed levels 

which can be presented at discharge of conditions stage. 

 

4. Water quality 

4.1. The measures proposed would provide adequate water quality mitigation for the development and 

the details provided would be acceptable subject to confirmation through technical design, which 

can be provided at discharge of conditions stage. 
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5. Amenity 

5.1. The Drainage Statement does not contain an assessment of the amenity aspect for the sustainable 

drainage system. 

5.2. Whilst the planning consent was granted prior to the introduction of the NSfS, the layout was not 

determined and in accordance with Arun DC guidance there should be consideration of this aspect 

of sustainable drainage design and incorporation where feasible. 

5.3. However, the scheme includes small scale rainwater harvesting, permeable pavement, raingardens 

and basins which are included in a landscaping plan. The surface features which provide 

interception drainage add to amenity provision.  

5.4. We do not object to the application due to lack of amenity. 

 

6. Biodiversity 

6.1. No assessment is provided on the biodiversity aspect for the sustainable drainage system. There is 

no site-specific biodiversity risk and opportunity (BRO) assessment provided. The submitted ecology 

report does not include sustainable drainage.  

6.2. Whilst the planning consent was granted prior to the introduction of the NSfS, the layout was not 

determined and in accordance with Arun DC guidance there should be consideration of this aspect 

by an Ecologist and incorporation of multifunctional (landscape led) SuDS where feasible. 

6.3. However, the scheme includes raingardens and basins which are included in a landscaping plan. 

The surface features which provide interception drainage add to biodiversity provision.  

6.4. We do not object to the application due to lack of biodiversity delivered through the sustainable 

drainage system. 

 

7. Construction, operation, maintenance, decommissioning and structural integrity 

7.1. A Drainage Maintenance Schedule is submitted which does not currently meet ADC guidance / 

requirements for details Management and Maintenance Plans. However, a detailed plan can be 

submitted at discharge of conditions stage. There is a planning condition (C16) which requires a 

detailed plan to be provided prior to occupation.  

7.2. Condition 13 (sub parts 8,9,10) require that at reserve matters stage, A plan showing the impact of 

the proposed development on existing watercourses (where applicable). Details of any necessary 

permissions relating to the discharge location, works to watercourses or adoption of the SuDS 

scheme. Details of how the drainage scheme shall affect the hydrological conditions of the adjoining 

ancient woodland such that no loss or deterioration shall occur. The development would not appear 

to affect the adjacent watercourses other than the outfall connection to the watercourse to the east 

of the site. From a drainage perspective, the discharge is achievable as the site owner is a Riparian 

owner of the western bank of the watercourse. The impact on the Ancient Woodland in drainage 

terms is low, the development will reduce surface water runoff to the woodland. There are some 

areas of encroachment into the 15 metre buffer zone which is attenuation basin banking. Therefore 

the Tree Officer and Natural England should be consulted on proposed works within or in proximity 

to the ancient woodland. 

 

8. Suggested conditions / Overcoming the objection 

8.1. There are drainage conditions attached to the outline planning consent which require technical 

design and assessment of the drainage system (C14), a construction phase plan for managing 

surface water (C15), a detailed Management and Maintenance Plan (C16) and verification of 

successful implementation (C17). No further planning conditions are required. 

 

  





1

 
Arun District Council, Civic Centre, Maltravers Rd, Littlehampton, West Sussex, BN17 5LF 
www.arun.gov.uk 
 
To register to receive notification of planning applications in your area please go to 
https://www1.arun.gov.uk/planning-application-finder 
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From: Paul Cann <Paul.Cann@arun.gov.uk>  

Sent: 22 September 2026 12:32 

To: Planning.Responses <Planning.Responses@arun.gov.uk> 

Cc: Land Drainage <Land.Drainage@arun.gov.uk>; Simon Davis <Simon.Davis@arun.gov.uk> 

Subject: RE: Planning Consultation on: WA/51/26/RES 

 

Please find enclosed our consultants response. 

Regards 

Paul Cann 
Principal Drainage Engineer, Coastal Engineers and Flood Prevention 
 
T:  01903 737819 
E:  paul.cann@arun.gov.uk  
 
Arun District Council, Civic Centre, Maltravers Rd 
Littlehampton, West Sussex, BN17 5LF 
www.arun.gov.uk 
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From: Planning.Responses <Planning.Responses@arun.gov.uk>  

Sent: 03 September 2026 11:04 

To: Land Drainage <Land.Drainage@arun.gov.uk> 

Subject: Planning Consultation on: WA/51/26/RES 

 

To: Engineers (Drainage) 
  

NOTIFICATION FROM ARUN DISTRICT COUNCIL 

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING ACT 1990 

Application No: WA/51/26/RES 

Registered:  25th June 2026 

Site Address: Land East of Wandleys Lane Fontwell 

Grid Reference: 495640 106702 

Category: Plan Applicat'n 

Description of Works: Approval of reserved matters following the grant of outline planning permission WA/35/23/OUT, for the construction of 95 
No. new homes, access, new pedestrian and cycle links, open space, landscaping, habitat creation, drainage features and 
associated groundworks and infrastructure, including details relating to the Sensitive Lighting Strategy, POS details and 
Part M Compliance. This application is in CIL Zone 3 and is CIL Liable as new dwellings. 

  

I am able to inform you that I have received an amendment to the above application dated 20th August 2026 relating to:- Amendments made in response to 

Ecology, Highway and Drainage Comments  

If you should wish to make further representations as a result of this amendment, please make any further comment by 18th September 2026. 

Click here to view the application, documents and make further comments 

Please be aware that Planning Services operate an 'open file' policy and will publish your comments including your name and address on the 

website. We will aim to redact signatures, telephone numbers and email addresses but please help us by not incorporating them in the body of 

your text.  Please make sure that you only include information that you are happy will be published in this way.  If you supply information 

belonging to a third party, you must make sure you have their permission to do so. 

Yours sincerely 

Mr S Davis 

Planning Case Officer- Arun District Council 

Telephone: 01903 737874 

Email: Simon.Davis@arun.gov.uk 

PLRECON (ODB) 2018 


