
Arun District Council                                                      Date of Inspection: 3
rd

 September 2018  

 

Planning Officer:   Karl Roberts 

Planning Application Ref:      WA/49/18/PL (amendment to WA/90/16/HH) 

Location: The White Cottage, West Walberton Lane, Walberton, BN18 0QS 

 

Description of works: Demolition & erection of 1 No. dwelling 

 

Comments on Application:  

• There are trees both on and off this site; including individuals of significant landscape value, cohesive groups and  

established small trees/large shrubs constituting informal hedgerow – all of which could be adversely affected by the 

proposals. These are largely confined to the site perimeter, the majority of which are visible to the public and help 

define the tree-lined character of the adjacent roadways. 

 

• No arboricultural information has been submitted with either application - a requirement of BS5837:2012. As such, 

were this application to now proceed, we will not have sufficient information to guarantee such trees would be 

adequately respected and protected. 

 

● Although no individual trees on-site are of sufficient value to qualify for the making of a Tree Preservation Order,  

special attention should be given to the presence of an important linear group of roadside trees (West Sussex County 

Council) along the sites west boundary. They are likely to have sent roots far into the site, as they will have 

compensated for the hostile growing conditions below the adjacent carriageway. 

 

● There is a fine specimen silver birch growing to within 1m of the southern boundary, within the neighbouring property 

‘Lanes End’ that is vulnerable to serious damage from any soil/surface interference that might occur during any 

driveway enhancement. 

Recommendations: 

• The applicants will need to employ the services of an Arboricultural Consultant to carry out a tree survey exercise and 

then prepare an Arboricultural Implications Assessment (AIA) which must be inclusive of; a ‘Tree Survey Schedule’, a 

‘Root Protection Area (RPA) Schedule’ and a ‘Tree Constraints Plan’ – with the trees accurately plotted on same.  

 

• In the event that a RPA of any tree which is proposed for retention overlaps the development then BS5837:2012 

requires that the Detailed Planning Application is accompanied by an Arboricultural Method Statement (AMS) and also 

most importantly a Tree Protection Plan – to both describe and illustrate the mitigation measures which are to be 

employed to ensure that the trees survive without detriment to their vigour and vitality and are given adequate 

protection both above and below ground. 

 

Conclusions:   

• The scheme has the potential to be in harmony with its surroundings (trees and other vegetation) although it has not 

yet been established how this will be achieved. 

 

• There is no supporting arboricultural information submitted with the application - a requirement of BS5837:2012. As 

such, were this application to now proceed, we will not have sufficient information to guarantee retained trees both on 

and off the site would be adequately respected and protected.  

 

• I welcome the opportunity to comment on this development proposal and anticipate the submission of the above 

survey reports in due course. As it stands, in the absence of the above information I would have to lodge an OBJECTION 

to this proposal. 

 

• On receipt of satisfactory arboricultural information I could then prepare a set of specific conditions for inclusion in any 

decision notice. 

 

 

Mark Warwick      

Tree Officer / Parks and Greenspace Team 

ARUN DISTRICT COUNCIL WA/49/18/PL


