FAO: Arun District Council Planning Department

Biodiversity Enhancement Statement

The application for new Golf Protection Netting at Avisford Golf Club is considered ‘exempt’ from the Biodiversity Net Gain Requirements due to the minimal works being undertaken and the limited effect this will have on the surrounding biodiversity. 

The proposed works are for the installation of Golf Protection Netting that will extend the existing netting that is present along the southern boundary, adjacent to the Avisford Grange housing development. The works will involve a small concrete foundation for the fence columns and the raising of the netting to continue the existing fence.

Avisford Golf Course does not come under a protected habitat status and therefore works of such minimal scope would be considered exempt from Biodiversity Enhancement Requirements.

The total area of foundation is approximately 3m2 in total. There are three columns which will need a small concrete pad foundation with the netting areas being stretched between the columns. The construction does not result in the loss of habitat and provides an enhancement to the existing fenceline, resulting in greater protection for the residents living on the estate, along with their properties and vehicles. 

The installation does not prohibit the continuing growth of the existing biodiversity and the existing golf course outside of the playing areas makes a greater contribution to the biodiversity of the wider area in general. Therefore, to provide additional enhancement for such a small development (under the 25m2 and 5m2 of hedge row) would be disproportionate to the development.

Due to the de minimis nature of these works, there would be no harm done to the local habitat and surrounding landscape. Additionally, there are no priority habitats within the local area or within the golf course and so we would deem biodiversity enhancements to be an unnecessary requirement in this instance.

In our opinion, this application for new golf protection netting would not be liable for the wider biodiversity gain requirements or the more local ‘biodiversity enhancement requirements’ stipulated by Arun District Council’s Policy ENV DM5.
