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INTRODUCTION

Impact Acoustics Ltd have been instructed to undertake a background noise survey to determine the impact of proposed

noise sources emanating from the proposed glamping area in relation to new proposed glamping site to field west of 

Church Farm

2.1 National Planning Policy Framework 2024 & Noise Policy Statement for England 2010

References and evaluations are to be made to the National Planning Policy Framework 2024 (NPPF) and the Noise Policy 

Statement for England 2010 (NPSE).  The purpose of this document is to include all aspects of environmental noise 

within assessments i.e. environmental noise, neighbour noise and neighbourhood noise. Noise is to be considered 

alongside other relevant issues relating to the site and should not be considered in isolation, according to the NPSE.  

There are several key phrases within the NPSE aims and these are discussed below. 

2.2

There are two established concepts from toxicology that are currently being applied to noise impacts, for example, by 

the World Health Organisation. They are: 

2.3 NOEL No Observed Effect Level 

This is the level below which no effect can be detected. In simple terms, below this level, there is no detectable effect on 

health and quality of life due to the noise. 

2.4 LOAEL Lowest Observed Adverse Effect Level 

This is the level above which adverse effects on health and quality of life can be detected. 

Extending these concepts for the purpose of this NPSE leads to the concept of a significant observed adverse effect level. 

2.5 SOAEL Significant Observed Adverse Effect Level 

This is the level above which significant adverse effects on health and quality of life occur. 

It is not possible to have a single objective noise-based measure that defines SOAEL that is applicable to all sources of 

noise in all situations. Consequently, the SOAEL is likely to be different for different noise sources, for different receptors 

and at different times. It is acknowledged that further research is required to increase our understanding of what may 

constitute a significant adverse impact on health and quality of life from noise. However, not having specific SOAEL 

values in the NPSE provides the necessary policy flexibility until further evidence and suitable guidance is available.

2.6 Background Noise Assessments

Assessments are to be made between the calculated resultant noise levels calculated at the nearest affected residential 

dwellings and the evaluated background noise levels.
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ELEMENT 4 ASSESSMENT OF OTHER RELEVANT ISSUES

The National Planning Policy Framework 2024 (NPPF) and assessments to the Noise Policy Statement for England 2010 

(NPSE) should be made in conjunction with each other.  Paragraphs 198 - 201 of the National Planning Policy Framework 

2024 (NPPF) states the following:

Paragraph 198 Planning policies and decisions should also ensure that new development is appropriate for its 

location taking into account the likely effects (including cumulative effects) of pollution on health, living conditions and 

the natural environment, as well as the potential sensitivity of the site or the wider area to impacts that could arise from 

the development. In doing so they should:

a) Mitigate and reduce to a minimum potential adverse impacts resulting from noise from new development 

and avoid noise giving rise to significant adverse impacts on health and the quality of life.

b) Identify and protect tranquil areas which have remained relatively undisturbed by noise and are prized for their 

recreational and amenity value for this reason.

Paragraph 199 Planning policies and decisions should sustain and contribute towards compliance with relevant limit 

values or national objectives for pollutants.  So far as possible these opportunities should be considered at the plan-

making stage, to ensure a strategic approach and limit the need for issues to be reconsidered when determining 

individual applications. 

Paragraph 200  Planning policies and decisions should ensure that new development can be integrated effectively 

with existing businesses and community facilities (such as places of worship, pubs, music venues and sports clubs). 

Existing businesses and facilities should not have unreasonable restrictions placed on them as a result of development 

permitted after they were established. Where the operation of an existing business or community facility could have a 

significant adverse effect on new development 

Paragraph 201  The focus of planning policies and decisions should be on whether proposed development is an 

acceptable use of land, rather than the control of processes or emissions (where these are subject to separate pollution 

control regimes). Planning decisions should assume that these regimes will operate effectively. Equally, where a 

planning decision has been made on a particular development, the planning issues should not be revisited through the 

permitting regimes operated by pollution control authorities

The Noise Policy Statement for England gives various levels of effect as detailed within this report.

With the glazing / ventilation specifications achieved within this report, the development can be implemented within 

the guidelines of the aforementioned documents and ensure a conclusion of NOEL No Observed Effect Level. This is 

the level below which no effect can be detected. In simple terms, below this level, there is no detectable effect on health 

and quality of life due to the noise. 
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9.3 Conclusion Summary

National Planning Policy Framework 2024 suggests that planning permission should be granted unless any adverse 

impacts of doing so would significantly and demonstrably outweigh the benefits, when assessed against the policies in 

the framework taken as a whole, or specific policies in the framework indicate the application should be restricted. 

 

Based on the calculations and assessments made within this report it is the professional opinion of Impact Acoustics Ltd 

that the proposed development can demonstrate compliance with the National Planning Policy Framework 2024, NPPF 

& NPSE and that, with regards to sound, planning permission can be granted. 








