
 
 
 

 
Drainage Addendum – August 2026  Page 1 
Ref: CS/33186   
   

Drainage Addendum 

Site:   Land to the North of Arundel Road, Fontwell, West Sussex BN18 0SF 

Client:  Harlequin Developments 

Prepared by:  DHA Environment 
  Eclipse House 

Eclipse Park 
Sittingbourne Road 
Maidstone ME14 3EN 

 
Date:   August 2026 

 

1.1 Introduction 

1.1.1 This Drainage Technical Note (TN) has been produced in response to the latest 
response from West Sussex County Council (LLFA) dated 4th August 2026 in 
relation to Planning Application Reference: WA/18/26/PL concerning a proposed 
residential development of up 64 units on Land to the North of Arundel Road, 
Fontwell, West Sussex BN18 0SF. 

1.1.2 The site has been allocated in the Walberton Neighbourhood Plan for up to 
approximately 40 units and a childcare facility. 

1.2 Responses to WSCC comments  

1.2.1 WSCC full response is contained in Appendix A and can be summarised with 
response to each point as follows: -  

“Infiltration is not being used to drain the site, due to the groundwater levels. As 
mentioned, several times, all references to an “infiltration basin” shall be removed 
from all drawings, as this does not reflect the function of the basin. In the 
Contributing Areas Plan, reference is still made to an “infiltration basin”.” 

1.2.2 There is no reference to an infiltration basin on the contributing areas plan 
reference 33186-D-01 Rev P3. A copy of the latest plan is shown in Appendix B. 

“As LLFA, our role in the planning process is to provide LPAs with technical 
guidance about an application. It is for the LPA (as approving body) to determine 
whether any departures or deviations from the National Standards for SuDS, or 
any other policies or guidance, is allowed for a specific development.  

As stated by the applicant, we advise the LPA that Standard 2 (Interception) has 
not been satisfied for this application.” 
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1.2.3 It is acknowledged that it is the responsibility of LPA to determine whether any 
departures or deviations from the National Standards for SuDS, is allowed for a 
specific development, however we would expect the LLFA to provide a view rather 
than just stating that it has not been met to aid the LPA in the decision-making 
process.  

1.2.4 The justification has previously been set out but is summarised below. 

1.2.5 Without being able to rely on infiltration, this reduces the ability to intercept the 
first 5mm. This normally leaves lined porous paving for the areas of hardstanding 
and rainwater harvesting for roofs as the only viable methods. Lined porous paving 
has already been incorporated in the design which just leaves the area of roofs to 
be dealt with.  

1.2.6 The drainage has been designed to keep the drainage system as shallow possible 
to keep the attenuation above the highest groundwater level. This has been 
achieved by using the porous paving to both convey and attenuate flows.  

1.2.7 Rainwater harvesting tanks require an overflow which would be below the base of 
the porous paving. The overflow also contains debris prior to filtration which would 
potentially block the porous paving so is not suitable.  

1.2.8 The only way rainwater harvesting could therefore be implemented on this site 
would be to separate the roof runoff from the porous paving into a piped system. 
Given the levels, this would mean any attenuation for the roof element would be 
too deep to drain to an above ground pond and instead would be to an 
underground tank the base of which along with any carrier pipes would be below 
the highest ground water level.  

1.2.9 We would also note that the allowable discharge has been restricted to 5.4 l/s 
rather than the greenfield rate of 9.9l/s.  

“The liner does not appear to be included in the basin cross section.” 

1.2.10 It has previously been stated the pond will be lined. A note has been added to 
drawing 33186-D-02 Rev P3. The section for the porous pavement has also been 
included on drawing.  

“We require the updated drainage plan” 

1.2.11 Updated drainage plan has been provided in Appendix B. 

“As requested, we require the easement to go round the entirety of the basin. As 
these issues could affect the layout and scale of the site, it would not be 
reasonable for the above to be covered via conditions at this stage” 

1.2.12 A 3m easement has been provided around entire perimeter of the pond 

1.3 Summary and Conclusions  

As set out in this technical note it can be demonstrated that all issues raised by 
the LLFA have been addressed. 
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Dear Mr Davis, 
 
RE: WA/18/26/PL - Land off Arundel Road Fontwell 
 
Thank you for your consultation on the above site, received on 24th July 2026.  We have 
reviewed the application as submitted and wish to make the following comments. Please 
note, this is now our 5th response to this application, which is more than usual. 
 
This is a full application for the erection of 64 residential dwellings with access off Arundel 
Road, together with associated parking, open space, play space, landscaping, drainage 
and infrastructure. 
 
The comments are structured with screenshots from the email from the applicant (black 
text is LLFA comments, highlighted yellow is from the applicant), with updated LLFA 
comments underneath. 

 
 
Infiltration is not being used to drain the site, due to the groundwater levels. As mentioned 
several times, all references to an “infiltration basin” shall be removed from all drawings, 
as this does not reflect the function of the basin.  

Mr S Davis  
Planning and Building Control 
Arun District Council 
Arun Civic Centre 
Maltravers Road 
Littlehampton 
West Sussex 
BN17 5LF 

 
 

 
Ground Floor 
Northleigh 
County Hall 
Chichester 
West Sussex  
PO19 1RH 

 
Lead Local Flood Authority  
  
Date 4th August 2026 



 
  Page 2 of 4  
                       

 
In the Contributing Areas Plan, reference is still made to an “infiltration basin”. 
 

 
 
As LLFA, our role in the planning process is to provide LPAs with technical guidance 
about an application. It is for the LPA (as approving body) to determine whether any 
departures or deviations from the National Standards for SuDS, or any other policies or 
guidance, is allowed for a specific development.  
 
As stated by the applicant, we advise the LPA that Standard 2 (Interception) has not been 
satisfied for this application. 
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The liner does not appear to be included in the basin cross section.  

 
 
This has not been provided still.  
 

 
We require the updated drainage plan. 
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As requested, we require the easement to go round the entirety of the basin.  
 
As these issues could affect the layout and scale of the site, it would not be reasonable 
for the above to be covered via conditions at this stage. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
Eleanor Read 
Flood Risk Management Team 
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Please do not reply directly to this email. 
 
Any formal reconsultation on the application should be directed to 

but the responding officer can be contacted directly via 
email if there are any questions relating to this response. 

LEGAL DISCLAIMER  
This email and any attachments are confidential and intended solely for the persons addressed. If it 
has come to you in error please reply to advise us but you should not read it, copy it, show it to 
anyone else nor make any other use of its content. West Sussex County Council takes steps to 
ensure emails and attachments are virus-free but you should carry out your own checks before 
opening any attachment.  
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REV AMENDMENTS DATE CHK

HARLEQUIN DEVELOPMENTS

LAND NORTH OF ARUNDEL ROAD
FONTWELL

CONTRIBUTING AREAS PLAN
 

33186-D-01 P3 1:500 28.05.24

P1 First issue 28.05.24 CS

Proposed site area   - 2.74Ha

Proposed Porous pavement   - 4,714m2

(Modelled)

Proposed porous paving   - 1,595m2

(Draining to modelled)

Proposed roofs   - 3,072m2

Proposed pond   - 1,200m2

Proposed impermeable area   - 10,581m2

10% allowance for urban creep   - 307m2

Total contributing area   - 10,888m2

P2 Layout amended 05.03.26 CS
P3 Layout/areas amended 17.06.26 CS
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