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Introduction & Summary of Results 
 

An ecological data search was carried out for land at Unit 2 Brookside Avenue, Rustington 
on behalf of Marcus Fry (GreenLink Ecology Ltd) on 04/11/2024. 
 
 
The following datasets were consulted for this report: 
 

 Requested Radius/buffer size 
Designated sites, habitats & ownership maps Yes 1km 
Protected, designated and invasive species Yes 1km 
 
Summary of results 
 

Sites and habitats 
Statutory sites None present 
Non-statutory sites None present 
Section 41 habitats 2 habitats 
Ancient and/or ghyll woodland None present 
 
Protected and designated species 
International designations 27 species 114 records 
National designations 78 species 775 records 
Other designations 148 species 1,483 records 
Total 165 species 1,580 records 
 
Invasive non-native species 20 species 59 records 
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Important Information 
 
 
 

PERMISSION 
This report is valid until 04/11/2025 

 

This report is for the internal use of Marcus Fry of GreenLink Ecology Ltd (which 
includes the client where applicable) to inform understanding of the site of interest. 
This report must not be distributed or published for an external or public audience, 
for example within the appendix of a report. However, data from within this report 

may be referenced as long as the Sussex Biodiversity Record Centre is acknowledged. 
 

The separate summary sheet may be published. 
 

 
 
It must not be assumed that this report contains the definitive species and habitat information for 
the site concerned. 
 
The species data held by the Sussex Biodiversity Record Centre (SxBRC) are collated from the biological recording 
community in Sussex. However, there are many areas of Sussex where the records held are limited, either 
spatially or taxonomically. 
 
A data search from SxBRC will give the user a clear indication of what biological recording has taken place. The 
information provided is a useful tool for making an assessment of the site, but should be used in conjunction 
with site visits and appropriate surveys before further judgements on the presence or absence of key species or 
habitats can be made. It may be that the content of this report guides the reader as to which surveys should be 
carried out on the site. 
 
This report was compiled using data held at SxBRC at the time of production. SxBRC takes data validation very 
seriously, but cannot be held responsible for the accuracy of data included in this report. 
 
SxBRC operates as agent to the individuals and groups who provide their records free of charge. The data 
suppliers retain copyright on their data, while SxBRC retains copyright on its data search reports. 
 
Impartiality 
SxBRC functions as custodian of biological data. Our role is to collect, manage and disseminate wildlife and 
habitat data. As such, we have to remain impartial and cannot offer opinions on the biodiversity value of a given 
site. Similarly, we cannot put forward objections to planning applications or be involved in campaigns. 
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Map 1: Statutory site designations

Statutory designated site boundaries supplied by Natural
England. Contains public sector information licensed under the
Open Government Licence v3.0.

Key to Map:
Search area

Land at Unit 2 Brookside Avenue, Rustington + 1km radius
SxBRC/24/592 - 04/11/2024





505000

505000

506000

506000

103
00

0

103
00

0

104
00

0

104
00

0

Map 3: Conservation management & stewardship

Contains Ordnance Survey data © Crown copyright
and database rights 2024
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Stewardship data supplied by Natural England. Ownership data
supplied by the Woodland Trust, Forestry Commission, National
Trust, Sussex Wildlife Trust and Royal Society for the Protection of
Birds.

Key to Map:
Search area

Land at Unit 2 Brookside Avenue, Rustington + 1km radius
SxBRC/24/592 - 04/11/2024
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Map Citation Sheets

Any citations currently available for designated sites within the search area can be seen on 
the following pages. 
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Useful Contacts 
 
Please use the following contacts for further advice or interpretation of the data in this report. 
 
Local Wildlife Sites 

Organisation Sussex Local Wildlife Sites Initiative
Website www.lws-sussex.org.uk
Email 

 
Habitat data 

Organisation Sussex Biodiversity Record Centre
Email 

 
Geological designations 

Organisation Sussex Geodiversity Partnership
Website www.geodiversitysussex.org.uk/geodiversity

 
Statutory site advice 

Organisation Natural England – Sussex and Kent Area Team
Email 
Telephone 
Website www.gov.uk/government/organisations/natural-england

 
General conservation advice 

Organisation Sussex Wildlife Trust
Email 
Telephone 
Website www.sussexwildlifetrust.org.uk/discover/wildlife-advice

 
County Species Recorders 
Visit www.sxbrc.org.uk/recording/countyRecorders for contact details of local experts covering most 
taxonomic groups. 
 
Supplying records 
We rely on the continuous submission of records to keep our database up-to-date. We are always grateful to 
receive records from ecological consultants and members of the public alike. We accept records in many 
different formats but recommend the use of iRecord. 
 
Please contact the Record Centre for further information:
 



Annex – Supporting Information 
 
Statutory site designations 

Non-statutory site designations 

Species designations 

Sussex notable bird list 

Sussex invasive non-native species 
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Statutory site designations

Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI)

Sites of Special Scientific Interest are areas notified under the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981, as being of 
special interest for nature conservation. They represent the finest sites for wildlife and natural features 
supporting many characteristic, rare and endangered species, habitats and natural features. Notification as a 
SSSI is primarily a legal mechanism organised by Natural England and selected according to specific scientific 
criteria. The Guidelines for the Selection of Biological SSSIs, published in 1989 by the Joint Nature Conservation 
Council, set down the selection criteria for both biological and geological SSSIs. 

There are over 4,000 SSSIs in England of which just under 150 are in Sussex. Natural England is responsible for
identifying and protecting these sites. This is achieved, primarily, in partnership with SSSI owners and
managers. 

Under the Countryside and Rights of Way Act 2000 (CROW) anyone who intentionally or recklessly destroys or
damages any of the flora, fauna or geological or physiological features of an SSSI is guilty of an offence. They 
are liable, on summary conviction, of a fine of up to £20,000. 

Special Area of Conservation (SAC) 

Special Areas of Conservation are sites designated by Member States under the EC Habitats Directive. The aim
is to establish a European network of important high quality conservation sites that will make a significant 
contribution to conserving habitats and species considered to be most in need of conservation at a European 
level. There are 12 SAC sites in Sussex. 

Special Protection Area (SPA)

Special Protection Areas are designated under the EC Birds Directive, to conserve the habitat of certain rare or
vulnerable birds and regularly occurring migratory birds. Any significant pollution or disturbance to or
deterioration of these sites has to be avoided. All SPAs are also designated as SSSIs. There are six SPA sites in
Sussex. 

Ramsar

Ramsar sites are designated under the Convention on Wetlands of International Importance. Under the 
Convention, each government must select its best wetlands according to very clear criteria, which include: a 
wetland that regularly supports 20,000 or more waterbirds; a wetland that regularly supports 1% of the 
individuals in a population of one species or subspecies of waterbird. Wetlands are broadly defined to include 
marsh, fen, peatland and water. All designated Ramsar sites are also designated as SSSIs. There are four
Ramsar sites in Sussex. 

National Nature Reserve (NNR) 

National Nature Reserves are statutory reserves established under the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981. 
NNRs may be owned by the relevant national body (e.g. Natural England in England) or established by
agreement. A few are owned and managed by non‐statutory bodies, for example the Sussex Wildlife Trust. 
NNRs cover a selection of the most important sites for nature conservation in the UK. There are six NNRs in 
Sussex. 

National Park 

National Parks are beautiful, spectacular and often dramatic expanses of countryside. In the UK people live and 
work in the National Parks and the farms, villages and towns are protected along with the landscape and 
wildlife. They differ from Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONBs) in that each National Park has its own
authority for planning control and other services. 

The creation of the South Downs National Park (SDNP) was confirmed on 12th November 2009 and it came 
into being on 1st April 2010. 
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Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB)

Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty are areas of high scenic quality that have statutory protection in order to 
conserve and enhance the natural beauty of their landscapes. They differ from National Parks in their more 
limited opportunities for extensive outdoor recreation and by the way they are managed. AONBs are 
designated by Natural England under the Countryside and Rights of Way Act 2000. 

There are two AONBs in Sussex covering approx. 114,000 hectares: Chichester Harbour and the High Weald. 
Each has an associated body concerned with the area’s conservation. 

Marine Conservation Zone (MCZ) 

Marine Conservation Zones can be established to protect nationally important marine wildlife, habitats, 
geology and geomorphology and can be designated anywhere in English and Welsh inshore and UK offshore 
waters. They are established under the Marine and Coastal Access Act (2009). MCZs will be one of six 
designations contributing to an ecologically coherent network of marine protected areas. 

Local Nature Reserve (LNR) 

Local Nature Reserves may be declared by local authorities under the National Parks and Access to the 
Countryside Act 1949. LNRs are declared and managed for nature conservation, and provide opportunities for
research and education, or simply enjoying and having contact with nature. Some LNRs are also SSSIs. There 
are 36 LNRs in Sussex. 

Country Park 

Country Parks are statutorily declared and managed by local authorities in England and Wales under the 
Countryside Act 1968. They are primarily intended for recreation and leisure opportunities close to population 
centres and do not necessarily have any nature conservation importance. However, many are in areas of semi‐
natural habitat and so form a valuable network of locations at which informal recreation and the natural 
environment coexist. There are 11 Country Parks in Sussex, the details of which can be obtained from the local 
authorities. 
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Non-statutory site designations 

Local Wildlife Site (LWS) 

Overview: In Sussex, Local Wildlife Sites (LWS) were originally named Sites of Nature Conservation Importance 
(SNCI), but the LWS terminology has now been adopted to align with Defra guidance. 

Local Wildlife Sites are non-statutory designated sites recognised as being of considerable ecological value. 
They provide crucial additional spaces for nature alongside the statutory protected sites network. LWS are 
recognised by local planning authorities across Sussex and the importance of these sites is recognised in their 
Local Plans. Assessment and review of LWSs is an ongoing process, overseen by the Sussex Local Wildlife Sites 
Initiative partnership, whose Technical Panel takes site-level decisions based upon the latest available 
ecological information. More information about LWSs in Sussex, including local LWS selection criteria, can be 
found at Sussex Local Wildlife Sites Initiative. 

Historical context: In May 1990 a Sussex project was instigated to identify valuable wildlife sites and protect 
them from land management changes which may lessen their nature conservation interest, as well as to 
encourage sensitive management to maintain and enhance their importance. Selection of these Sites of 
Nature Conservation Importance (SNCI) was made, after extensive survey work, by a panel of expert 
ecologists, including representatives from the County Councils, English Nature (as was) and Sussex Wildlife 
Trust. A range of specialists with either specific species knowledge or a sound knowledge of the county’s 
ecology were also involved. Subsequently, a patchwork of separate SNCI systems evolved across Sussex: 

 In West Sussex, an ‘SNCI Initiative’ led by the County Council managed the system until 2015.

 In Brighton & Hove, the City Council managed its own system until 2018.

 In East Sussex each District and Borough maintained its own suite of sites, some with review
programmes and additional sites designated, until 2018.

In 2011, a significant change occurred when the newly formed South Downs National Park Authority became 
the statutory planning authority for the South Downs National Park – an area that cuts across this patchwork 
of different systems. 

Current status: In 2018, a renewed focus on LWS systems across Sussex led to the establishment of the current 
Sussex Local Wildlife Sites Initiative, which is actively reviewing sites across Sussex and updating the evidence 
base. The Initiative is hosted by Sussex Wildlife Trust and is managed and co-ordinated by the Sussex LWS 
Initiative team, who are based at Sussex Biodiversity Record Centre. It is supported by a broad partnership of 
organisations, working under the umbrella of the Sussex Local Nature Partnership. 

Local Geological Site (LGS) 

Previously known as Regionally Important Geological/Geomorphological Sites (RIGGS), Local Geological Sites 
have been identified by local geodiversity groups as being of importance. There are over 120 LGS in Sussex 
which have been assessed by the Sussex Geodiversity Partnership. The features identified as being important 
become a material consideration in any future development, and should be taken into account by the relevant 
local authority. 

A selection of LGS with public access in Sussex can be viewed on the Sussex Geodiversity Partnership’s 
website.  

Designated Road Verge (DRV) 

Designated Road Verges (DRVs) are areas of roadside verge that have been designated for their special wildlife 
interest. They can hold spectacular displays of wild flowers, including rare orchids and other plant species 
indicative of old meadows, and can be of great importance to invertebrates and fungi. There is no statutory 
protection for road verges, but they can be found within both non-statutory and statutory designations. 

As linear features, road verges naturally traverse a wide range of habitat types, soils and geology. The species 
composition of DRVs can therefore be varied. Swathes of cow parsley, cuckoo flower, primroses and orchids 
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can be found. Downland herbs, meadow flowers and heathers support a range of insects, as do the areas of 
bare ground which are used by nesting bees and wasps. Reptiles, amphibians and mammals can find shelter 
along these verges and use them as valuable green corridors. 

As the Highway Authorities, the County Councils are responsible for the cutting and management of roadside 
verges, and they also have a responsibility to conserve biodiversity. Where health and safety measures allow, 
this is achieved by restricting cutting to certain times of the year (usually when wild flowers have set seed in 
late summer) and using different techniques to standard verge cutting. 

The initiatives for designating and managing DRVs differ between East and West Sussex. DRVs in West Sussex 
are identified by short oak posts with red discs. In East Sussex they are marked by posts with yellow metal 
flowers. 

In West Sussex, the following guidelines are used to help identify DRVs: 

1) Site supports locally rare, notable or protected species of flora or fauna e.g. the plant coralroot. This type 
of bittercress is only found in two localised areas of the UK; the Sussex Weald and the Chilterns. 

2) Site is a good example of an uncommon, remnant or declining habitat e.g. species of sandy grassland along 
Rock Road in the Parish of Washington. 

3) Site has good overall species diversity e.g. Mallions Lane near Cuckfield. 

4) The assemblage of wild flowers has high aesthetic value e.g. Franklyn Road outside Haywards Heath 
hospital with a wonderful display of common spotted orchids in early summer. 

5) Site has wildlife value that is regarded as important by the local community e.g. Barnham Road at 
Eastergate. 

 
Marine Site of Nature Conservation Importance (MSNCI) 

Marine Sites of Nature Conservation Importance are non-statutory sites identified on account of the special 
interest of their marine habitats, the fauna and flora, or for unusual geological and geomorphological features. 
The identification of these sites is to highlight their importance for marine wildlife and to emphasise the risks 
of certain operations damaging their interest. There are 23 MSNCIs off the Sussex coast. 
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Osprey Mid-May to July records 
Kestrel Confirmed or probable breeding or May - July records 
Merlin All records 
Hobby Confirmed or probable breeding or April - August records 
Gyr Falcon All records 
Peregrine Information provided in summary only 
Spotted Crake Information provided in summary only 
Corncrake All records 
Oystercatcher Confirmed or probable breeding or late May - early July records 
Little Ringed Plover Confirmed or probable breeding or April - July records 
Ringed Plover Confirmed or probable breeding or late May - early July records 
Dotterel All records 
Lapwing Confirmed or probable breeding or April - June records 
Black-winged Stilt April to August records 
Avocet Confirmed or probable breeding or March - July records 
Stone-curlew Information provided in summary only 
Common Sandpiper Confirmed or probable breeding or late May - early July records 
Snipe Confirmed or probable breeding or April - July records 
Curlew Confirmed or probable breeding or April - July records 
Woodcock Confirmed or probable breeding or March - August records 
Ruff All records 
Black-tailed Godwit All records 
Redshank Confirmed or probable breeding or April - July records 
Wood Sandpiper All records 
Red-necked Phalarope All records 
Little Gull All records 
Little Tern Confirmed or probable breeding records 
Mediterranean Gull Confirmed or probable breeding records 
Common Gull Confirmed or probable breeding records 
Lesser Black-backed Gull Confirmed or probable breeding records 
Yellow-legged Gull Confirmed or probable breeding or April - June records 
Herring Gull Confirmed or probable breeding records 
Great Black-backed Gull Confirmed or probable breeding records 
Black-headed Gull Confirmed or probable breeding records 
Kittiwake Confirmed or probable breeding records 
Black Tern All records 
Sandwich Tern Confirmed or probable breeding records 
Common Tern Confirmed or probable breeding records 
Roseate Tern All records 
Stock Dove Confirmed or probable breeding or May - July records 
Turtle Dove Confirmed or probable breeding or May - July records 
Cuckoo Confirmed or probable breeding or May - July records 
Barn Owl All records 
Snowy Owl All records 
Tawny Owl Confirmed or probable breeding or May - July records 
Long-eared Owl Confirmed or probable breeding or March - July records + roost 
Short-eared Owl Confirmed or probable breeding or May - July records 
Nightjar Confirmed or probable breeding or May - July records 
Swift Confirmed or probable breeding records 
Kingfisher Confirmed or probable breeding or March - August records 
Bee-eater Confirmed or probable breeding or May - July records 
Hoopoe Confirmed or probable breeding or May - July records 
Wryneck Confirmed or probable breeding or May - July records 
Green Woodpecker Confirmed or probable breeding records 
Lesser Spotted Woodpecker All records 
Aquatic Warbler All records 
Marsh Warbler Information provided in summary only 
Cetti's Warbler Confirmed or probable breeding or March - August records 
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Grasshopper Warbler Confirmed or probable breeding or May - July records 
Savi's Warbler Information provided in summary only 
Wood Warbler Confirmed or probable breeding or April - August records 
Willow Warbler Confirmed or probable breeding records 
Woodlark Confirmed or probable breeding or February - August records 
Skylark Confirmed or probable breeding or April - July records 
Sand Martin Confirmed or probable breeding records 
Swallow Confirmed or probable breeding records 
House Martin Confirmed or probable breeding records 
Tree Pipit Confirmed or probable breeding or May - July records 
Meadow Pipit Confirmed or probable breeding or May - July records 
Yellow Wagtail Confirmed or probable breeding or May - June records 
Blue-headed Wagtail Confirmed or probable breeding or May - June records 
Grey Wagtail Confirmed or probable breeding or May - June records 
Dunnock Confirmed or probable breeding records 
Nightingale Confirmed or probable breeding records 
Bluethroat All records 
Black Redstart May – July records 
Redstart Confirmed or probable breeding or April - July records 
Whinchat Confirmed or probable breeding or May - July records 
Wheatear Confirmed or probable breeding or May - July records 
Ring Ouzel All records 
Song Thrush Confirmed or probable breeding records 
Mistle Thrush Confirmed or probable breeding records 
Spotted Flycatcher Confirmed or probable breeding records 
Pied Flycatcher Confirmed or probable breeding or May - July records 
Whitethroat Confirmed or probable breeding records 
Dartford Warbler Confirmed or probable breeding or March - August records 
Bearded Tit Confirmed or probable breeding or March - August records 
Firecrest Confirmed or probable breeding or May - August records 
Willow Tit All records 
Marsh Tit Confirmed or probable breeding or April - July records 
Red-backed Shrike Information provided in summary only 
Chough All records 
Starling Confirmed or probable breeding records 
House Sparrow Confirmed or probable breeding records 
Tree Sparrow All records 
Lesser Redpoll Confirmed or probable breeding or May - July records 
Linnet Confirmed or probable breeding records 
Twite All records 
Serin All records 
Common Crossbill Confirmed or probable breeding or February - June records 
Bullfinch Confirmed or probable breeding records 
Hawfinch All records 
Yellowhammer Confirmed or probable breeding records 
Cirl Bunting All records 
Reed Bunting Confirmed or probable breeding records 
Corn Bunting All records 
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The Sussex Biodiversity Record Centre is managed by the Sussex Wildlife Trust as a partnership project. 
A list of our current funding partners can be found on our website 
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