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From: Adamantios Xanthoudidis
Sent: 02 June 2026 10:41

To: Hebe Smith <Hebe.Smith@arun.gov.uk>

Subject: RE: Application R/65/26/PL - The Gilberts, Rustington

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organisation. You should take extra care when clicking links or opening attachments - if you are unsure
the content is safe contact the IT Helpdesk before clicking or opening.

Good morning Hebe,

Thank you for your detailed response regarding the above application, and for taking the time to clearly set out the current position regarding statutory
BNG requirements as well as site boundary.

Having discussed the matter with my client, | can confirm that they agree to follow your recommended approach and proceeding with the withdrawal
of the current application. Itis our intention to resubmit the application in due course, incorporating the necessary BNG documentation, along with
an enlarged red line boundary to encompass the area within the wider site where the proposed biodiversity enhancements would be located.

Could you please confirm the formal process for withdrawing the application at this stage? We want to ensure that this is handled correctly so that
we can begin preparing the necessary information for the resubmission without delay.

Thank you

Adamantios Xanthoudidis
Architect, BA (Hons) MArch

What's the difference between a house and a home? It's the question that shapes everything we do. Read our latest
thoughts on designing for living well.

ECE Creativity. Quality. Commerciality.
= AI’ChITeCTUI’e Reimagine what's possible.

Sussex studio 64-68 Brighton Road, Worthing, BN11 2EN



From: Hebe Smith <Hebe.Smith@arun.gov.uk>
Sent: Wednesday, May 27, 2026 4:30 PM

To: Adamantios Xanthoudidis I

Subject: RE: Application R/65/26/PL - The Gilberts, Rustington

You don't often get email from hebe.smith@arun.gov.uk. Learn why this is important

Good afternoon,
Thank you for your email.

| appreciate that application affects a small area of land and is likely to be exempt from BNG once the legislation on this changes. However, the application
does not fall under any of the current exemptions to statutory BNG, as the development impacts of 25sgm of habitat (albeit habitat of low value). The
current regulations remain in place, and, at present, the application is liable for statutory BNG.

Whilst government has indicated the intention to introduce further exemptions, a training session attended by our ecology officer in early May indicated that
the current expectation is for these changes to take effect in November. In the meantime, we are required to apply BNG as set out in the current regulations.

| note that there would be scope within the wider site to provide biodiversity benefits. The specific detail of these enhancements would need to be informed
by a completed BNG metric, and we would not be able to positively determine the application without the BNG metric and other relevant BNG documents. In
addition, the area where the enhancements would be located falls outside of the current red line boundary. Therefore, whilst | agree that there is
opportunity to provide BNG on the wider site, and this could likely be achieved fairly simply, through the planting of trees, it will not be possible to achieve
this under the current application. This is due both to the timescales for preparing, submitting, and consulting on the BNG documentation, and the issue of
the current position of the red line boundary.

Given that the expansion of exemptions to statutory BNG will be subject to parliamentary scheduling, and according to our latest information are not
expected to take effect until November, it will not be possible to hold the application until these changes take effect.

Unfortunately, | remain of the opinion that it won’t be possible to resolve this matter under the current application. Given that there is scope for BNG to
provided relatively easily within the wider site, | would recommend that the application is withdrawn and resubmitted with the necessary BNG information
and an enlarged red line boundary.

Kind regards,

Hebe Smith (she/her)
Senior Planning Officer, Planning Department

T: 01903 737626
E: hebe.smith@arun.gov.uk

Arun District Council, Civic Centre, Maltravers Rd
Littlehampton, West Sussex, BN17 SLF
www.arun.gov.uk

To register to receive notification of planning applications in your area please go to Planning application finder (arun.gov.uk).
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From: Adamantios Xanthoudidis
Sent: 22 May 2026 16:00

To: Hebe Smith <Hebe.Smith@arun.gov.uk>

Subject: RE: Application R/65/26/PL - The Gilberts, Rustington

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organisation. You should take extra care when clicking links or opening attachments - if you are unsure
the content is safe contact the IT Helpdesk before clicking or opening.

Dear Hebe,

Thank you for your email regarding application R/65/26/PL — The Gilberts, Rustington.

Having considered your comments carefully, | would respectfully like to clarify our position in relation to the statutory BNG requirement.

As set out within the submitted documents, the site area is approximately 0.08 hectares which falls well below the 0.2 hectare threshold for the

"Small Sites" exemption. Under current government legislation and the forthcoming updates to national guidance (expected to take effect at latest by
31 July 2026), sites of this scale are exempt from the mandatory BNG requirement, provided no priority habitats are present. The site consists entirely
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of managed amenity grassland and ornamental planting of low ecological value, and there is no priority habitats recorded within or adjacent to the
application site. On this basis, it is our view that the proposal qualifies for the de minimis exemption and is not subject to the statutory BNG
condition.

Notwithstanding the above, and in a spirit of goodwill and co-operation, the applicantis prepared to go beyond the minimum requirements to
demonstrate a clear commitment to biodiversity enhancement. We would therefore like to propose the following options for the Council's
consideration:

1. Off-Site Enhancement: As the applicant holds the freehold interest within the grounds of The Gilberts, that would formally commit to the
planting of a new feature tree, or equivalent native species planting, in a suitable location within the grounds of The Gilberts. This would
represent a meaningful and lasting biodiversity benefit proportionate to the scale of development proposed.

2. Application Held in Abeyance: As a further option and given the imminence of the statutory "Small Sites" exemption which is expected to
take effect at latest by 31 July 2026 we would respectfully request that the Council considers holding the application in abeyance until such
time as the exemption comes into force. Given that the site falls comfortably within the 0.2 hectare threshold and contains no priority habitats,
this would appear to be a reasonable and proportionate course of action and would avoid the need for either party to incur unnecessary cost
or delay. We would be grateful if the Council could confirm whether this is a viable option.

We would strongly advocate for resolving this matter through one of the above options rather than through withdrawal and resubmission, which we
believe would be entirely disproportionate given the minor nature of this proposal and its aim of improving the quality of The Gilberts for the residents.
We are committed to working collaboratively with the Council to reach a satisfactory resolution.

Could you please confirm at your earliest convenience which of the above approaches the Council would be minded to accept?
| look forward to your response.

Thank you

Adamantios Xanthoudidis
Architect, BA (Hons) MArch

What's the difference between a house and a home? It's the question that shapes everything we do. Read our latest
thoughts on designing for living well.

< ECE

: Creativity. Quality. Commerciality.

: --: " - Architecture Reimagine what's possible.

Sussex studio 64-68 Brighton Road, Worthing, BN11 2EN

From: Hebe Smith <Hebe.Smith@arun.gov.uk>
Sent: Tuesday, May 19, 2026 4:33 PM

To: Adamantios Xanthoudidis |

Subject: Application R/65/26/PL - The Gilberts, Rustington

You don't often get email from hebe.smith@arun.gov.uk. Learn why this is important

Good afternoon,

During my initial review of the documents and plans for this proposal, | noted that the application forms states that the proposal would not be liable for
statutory BNG. | have checked with our ecologist, and we believe that this application would be liable and would need to provide a biodiversity net gain. The
relevant documents would need to be submitted, and we would not be in a position to approve the application without this information.

Given that the application currently has a red edge which is confined to the parking spaces and the road, | am aware that it is not likely to be possible to
provide an on-site biodiversity net gain within the red edge. It may be that the application will need to be withdrawn and resubmitted once the relevant
document shave been prepared and the scheme adjusted to provide BNG elsewhere on the site.

Please could you take a look at this issue, and let me know how you wish to proceed?
Kind regards,

Hebe Smith (she/her)
Senior Planning Officer, Planning Department

T: 01903 737626
E: hebe.smith@arun.gov.uk

Arun District Council, Civic Centre, Maltravers Rd
Littlehampton, West Sussex, BN17 SLF
www.arun.gov.uk

To register to receive notification of planning applications in your area please go to Planning application finder (arun.gov.uk).
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Important Notice This e-mail is intended exclusively for the addressee and may contain information that is confidential and/or privileged. If you are not the intended recipient (or authorised to receive it for the
addressee), please notify the sender and delete the e-mail immediately; using, copying, or disclosing it to anyone else, is strictly prohibited and may be unlawful. Any views, opinions or options presented are
solely those of the author and do not necessarily represent those of Arun District Council. The information in this e-mail may be subject to public disclosure under the Freedom of Information Act 2000, therefore
we cannot guarantee that we will not provide the whole or part of this e-mail to a third party. The Council reserves the right to monitor e-mails in accordance with relevant legislation. Whilst outgoing e-mails are
checked for viruses, we cannot guarantee this e-mailis virus-free or has not been intercepted or changed and we do not accept liability for any damage caused. Any reference to "e-mail" in this disclaimer
includes any attachments.
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