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Michael Cook Associates ' Land Adjacent to Paddock Place

1 Introduction

1.1 Site Description

Land adjacent to Paddock Place (the “site”) is located off Tamarisk Way, Littlehampton, in the
county of West Sussex at post code BN16 2TE: The approximate centre of the site is at Ordnance
Survey grid reference TQ 062 014. The site, which is approximately 0.2 hectares-in size,
comprises grassland, landscape planting and areas recently cleared of scrub. There is also a linear
depression along the northern boundary of the site.

The areas to the north, east and west of the site are suburban in character containing residential
properties and the coast is located adjacent to the site’s southemn boundary. The site and
surrounding area are illustrated in aerial images provided in Appendlx 1.

1.2 Proposed Works

It is proposed to develop the site for residential use, which will involve the construction of a
detached house, with associated garaging and landscaped garden areas. The existing access
road leading into the site from Tamatisk Way will be retained.

1.3 Aims of Study

Greenlink Ecology Ltd has been commissioned by Michael Cook Associates, on behalf of Mr. R F-
Wickens - the owner of the site, to cary out an ecological scoping survey of the site. The
objective of this survey is to identify what habitats are present and look for any.evidence of, or
potential for, protected/notable species and their habitats.

——

The aim of this report is to present the results of the survey. describe the habitat charactenstncs
of the site, and highlight any areas of conservation concem. This report also makes
recommendations in terms of what _mitigation/enhancement measures are required for
protected/notable species. . '

09_269_Report_MF_JW ' : 1
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2 Methodology

An ecological scoping survey was undertaken by experienced consultant ecologist Leon Brown
MIEEM' on 14* May 2009 following published guidelines’. The plant species and habitat types
present were identified and any evidence of, or potential for, protected/notable species and their
habitats was recorded. Photographs of selected areas of the site are provided in Appendix 2. On
the day of the survey the weather conditions were sunshine with scattered cloud, and the
temperature at midday was around 19°C. '

! Member of the Institute of Ecology 2nd Environmental Management (Full)

2 INCC, (1990), Handbook for Phasa 1 habitat survey - 8 techniquoe for environmental audi, Ravised reprint 2007
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3 Results

3.1 Habitat Description

The habitats within the site are dominated by mown amenity grassland, which is species-poor in
composition, with perennial ryegrass (Lolium perenne), buttercup- (Ranunculus sp.), dandelion
(Taraxacum officinale), plantain (Plantago sp.), daisy (Bellis perennis) and yarrow (Achillea
millefolium} being recorded during the survey. The grassland is less intensively managed around
the site boundaries, where field bindweed (Convolvulus arvensis), dock {(Rumex sp.), nettle {Urtica
dioica) and ivy (Hedera helix) were also found to be present.

The landscape planting within thé site consists of immature trees and shrubs, mostly located
along the southern and eastem boundaries. These are predominantly non-native species in poor
condition, being stunted and windblown due to the proximity to the coast.

The area recently cleared of scrub-is mainfy located along the northern boundary of the site,
alongside the linear depression.

None of the plants recorded within the site are protected or notable species and there are no-
habitats of conservation concern present within the site.

3.2 Protected/Notable Species
3.2.1 Breeding Birds

Although no evidence for breeding birds was recorded during the survey, which was conducted
in the middle of the breeding bird season, potential exists for some of the Iandsca& planting to
support nesting birds during March-July/August (as a guide).

3.2.2 Fox

A fox (Vulpes vulpes) earth was recorded in the middle of the area of cleared scrub located on
the northem boundary of the site. The assessment that this was a fox earth rather than another
type of mammal burrow {e.g. badger (Meles meles), which is a legally protected/notable species)
was made on the basis of the distinctive musky smell around the entrance of the earth and
presence of a fox skull close to the area.

9 269_Report_MF_JW ' A . : 3
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4 Assessment

4.1 Constraints

Access to all areas of the site was possible; the survey was undertaken during an appropriate
time of the year, by an experienced ecologist using standard survey techniques. It is therefore
considered that there were no constraints to the ecological scoping survey.

4.2 Potential Impacts -
4.2.1 Habitats

The habitats within the site are of relatively low ecological value. it is therefore considered that
adverse-impacts to habitats would be negligible and insignificant in the local area context.

4.2.2 Protected/Notable Species
4.2.2.1 Breeding Birds

If undertaken during an inappropriate time of the year, there is a low risk that breeding birds
could be adversely affected by the proposed works, if landscape planting with the potential to
support nesting birds is disturbed during the breeding season. This could result in the killing or

injuring of nesting birds and the destruction of nests and eggs, which would. be an offence.

against domestic law. However, with appropriate mitigation and by undertaking any works with
the potential to-disturb potential breeding bird habitat during the appropriate time of the year
(i.e. September-February as a rule) as is best practice, the risk of this occurring can be removed.

—
-

4.22.2 Fox

Although not a species typically associated with legal protect?on, fox is protected from impacts
arising from the blocking off or destroying of an earth, if occupied by fox. However, with
appropriate mitigation the risk of this occurring can be removed.

4.3 Legislation and Policy
4.3.1 Breeding Birds |

Breeding birds are protected onder the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as amended) which
makes it an offence to intehtionally or recklessly kill, injure or take any wild bird or take, damage
or destroy its nest whilst it is in use or being built, or to take or destroy its eggs. In addition,
some species of bird are listed under Schedule 1 of the Wildiife and Countryside Act 1981 (as
amended), for which there are additional offences of disturbing these birds at their nests, or their
dependent young.

4.3.2 Fox

Fox is protected under the Wild Mammals (Protection) Act 1996, which makes provision for the
protection of wild mammals from certain cruel acts and for connected purposes. An offence may
be committed if any person mutilates, kicks, beats, nails or otherwise impales, stabs, burns,
stones, crushes, drowns, drags or asphyxiates any wild mammal with intent to inflict unnecessary
suffering. '

L
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4.3.3 Planm'ﬁg' Policy Statement 9 (PPS9)

PPS9: Biodiversity and Geological Conservation, sets out government planning policies on the
protection of biodiversity and geological conservation through the planning system. Local
Planning Authorities are required under PPS9 to make planning decisions which are based upon
up-to-date information about the environmental characteristics of areas, including the presence
of legally protected species and designated-sites for nature conservation. In the context of
development proposals, Local Planning Authorities are directed to ensure that species of
principal conservation importance are protected from the adverse effects of development, where
appropriate, by using planning conditions or obligations. The conservation of such species should
be promoted through the incorporation of beneficial biodiversity designs within developments.

al
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5 Recommendations

5.1 Habitats

It is recommended that the proposed works should seek to incorporate semi-natural habitats into
the site, to include features such as hedgerows, trees and shrubs, which will benefit a variety of
wildlife as well as being aesthetically pleasing. Native species should be used, preferably of local
provenance. The Natural History Museum of London provides an online service which provides
hsts of native species associated with postcodes - “The Plants Postcode Database” -

m. line/li f de-pl and by using this resource
it is posmble to es-tablash what species of natwe flora are recorded from postal district BN16, and
use such species in a planting schedule for the site. This is considered to be especially important
for this site given the proximity of the coast and need for the species selected to be salt and
wind tolerant.

5.2 Protected Species

5.2.1 Breeding Birds

Any disturbance of potential breeding bird habitat (i.e. landscape planting) should ideally be
undertaken outside of the bird breeding season, (avoiding March-July/August as a guide). Should
it prove necessary to disturb such habitat during the breeding season, the presence/absence of
any birds’ nests should be checked for in advance of works going ahead. If any active nests are.
found then works with the potential to impact on the nest must cease and an appropnate buffer
zone should be established until the young have fledged and the nest is no longer in use. Bird
boxes should also be installed on the new building 2nd existing trees, in a variety of locations, to
encourage nesting birds, which will demonstrate to the Local Planning Authority that the
proposed development is seeking to have a positive impact on local biodiversity. -

522 Fox

Fox repellent should be used to deter any active use of the earth by foxes before works with the
potential to block off or destroy the earth are undertaken. Commercially available non-toxic
chemical products are likely to be effective in this instance. Monitoring should also take place
using movement indicators to partially obstruct access to the earth, which can be installed after
the first repellent treatment and subsequently checked when the treatment is re-applied. The
earth should then be closed down outside of March-July, to avoid the risk of fox cubs being
present.

09._269_Report_MF_JW ' : 6
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6 Conclusions

To inform the planning application for land adjacent to Paddock Place, Greenlink Ecology Ltd
was commissioned to conduct an ecological scoping survey of the site. The survey was
undertaken on 14* May 2009, and determined that none of the plant species recorded within the
site is protected or notable, and that the habitats present within the site are not of conservation
concern. The survey did however identify the”potential for legally protected species within the
site, including breeding birds and fox. Recommendations for the site include mitigation and

enhancement measures for habitats, breeding birds and fox.

Ovérali, there are no known overriding ecological constraints which would prevent the
development going ahead, subject to appropriate further survey and mitigation described in this

report.

.‘[l.
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7 Additional Information

it should be noted that observations relating to protected/notébie species are valid at the time of
survey. It is possible that protected/notable species not present during the survey may utilise or
otherwise colonise the site since it was surveyed.

A
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8 Appendices

Appendix 1: Aerial images iflustrating the site (within the red line) and surroundin.g area

Photogra mediate surrounding area
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Appendix 2: Selected photographs of the site

stern corner, looking approximately south
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~ Photograph 2: View of the site’s southern boundary, looking gpproxiénately east
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boundary, looking approximately west
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