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1.0 Introduction and Basis of Application 

This statement has been prepared in support of an application for a Certificate of Lawful 
Existing Use or Development in respect of the ground floor premises at 55–57 Sea Lane, 
Rustington, West Sussex BN16 2RQ. 
 
The application seeks to establish the lawfulness of the longstanding use of the premises 
as professional and business offices, otherwise than as an accountancy practice, contrary 
to a historic planning condition restricting the use of the premises specifically to an 
accountancy practice. 
 
Planning permission R/321/88 was granted by Arun District Council on 12 December 
1988 for the “Change of use from retail to professional offices” at the ground floor of 55 
Sea Lane. 
 
Condition 2 of that permission states:
 
“The premises shall be used for an accountancy practice and for no other purpose 
including any other purpose in class A2 of the Schedule to the Town and Country 
Planning (Use Classes) Order 1987.” 
 
The stated reason for the condition was:
 
“To enable the Local Planning Authority to control the development in detail in the interest 
of amenity.” 
 
The evidence submitted with this application demonstrates that Arun Office Services Ltd 
occupied the premises from 6 April 2006 until 17 August 2025 and operated a property 
management, administration and secretarial services business from the premises. 
 
The activities undertaken by Arun Office Services Ltd were distinct from those of 
an accountancy practice. The business provided property management together 
with administration and secretarial services in connection with residential estates 
and managed properties. Its day-to-day activities included property administration, 
correspondence, telephone communications, meetings with clients and contractors, 
and the management of residential properties. Arun Office Services Ltd was not an 
accountancy practice and the premises were therefore used for a purpose other than that 
expressly permitted by Condition 2. 

The evidence demonstrates that this use continued openly and without material 
interruption for a period substantially exceeding ten years. The submitted evidence 
comprises statements from the former freeholder and occupier, an independent adjoining 
business owner, historic rental documentation, Companies House records, Business 
Rates records provided by Arun District Council and historic Google Street View imagery. 
 
The application therefore seeks confirmation that the longstanding use of the ground floor 
premises at 55–57 Sea Lane as professional and business offices, including for property 
management, administration and secretarial services, otherwise than as an accountancy 
practice and notwithstanding the restriction imposed by Condition 2 of planning 
permission R/321/88, is lawful for planning purposes.
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2.0 Legal Basis of Application 

This application is made pursuant to Section 191 of the Town and Country Planning Act 
1990 (as amended) and seeks to establish the lawfulness of the longstanding use of the 
premises otherwise than in accordance with Condition 2 of planning permission R/321/88. 
 
Section 191 provides for an application to be made to determine whether an existing use 
of land, operational development, or an activity being carried out in breach of a planning 
condition is lawful. For the purposes of Section 191, development is lawful where no 
enforcement action may be taken in respect of it and no enforcement notice is in force. 
 
The relevant period for taking enforcement action in respect of the breach considered by 
this application is ten years. The principal matter to be determined is therefore whether 
the ground floor premises at 55–57 Sea Lane were continuously used otherwise than as 
an accountancy practice, contrary to Condition 2 of planning permission R/321/88, for a 
continuous period of at least ten years. 
 
The evidence submitted demonstrates that Arun Office Services Ltd commenced its 
occupation and use of the premises on 6 April 2006. On the basis of the evidence 
provided, the premises were thereafter continuously used for property management, 
administration and secretarial office purposes rather than as an accountancy practice, 
without material interruption. 
 
Accordingly, a continuous ten-year period of use contrary to Condition 2 had already 
elapsed by 6 April 2016. The evidence demonstrates that the same non-accountancy 
office use continued beyond that date and remained in operation until August 2025. The 
relevant ten-year period had therefore been completed substantially before the date of 
this application. 
 
This continuity is supported by multiple sources of evidence, including the former 
freeholder and occupier statements, historic rental documentation, Companies House 
records, Google Street View imagery and the Business Rates records provided by Arun 
District Council. In particular, the Business Rates records identify Arun Office Services Ltd 
as the liable party between 27 February 2013 and 20 August 2025, record the premises 
as “Occupied whole period”, and describe the property as an “Office”. 
 
Accordingly, the application seeks confirmation that the longstanding use of the premises 
otherwise than as an accountancy practice, notwithstanding the restriction imposed by 
Condition 2 of planning permission R/321/88, is lawful for planning purposes by virtue of 
the passage of the relevant enforcement period.
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4.0 Schedule of Evidence
The following schedule provides a chronological summary of the evidence submitted in support of this application. It 
identifies the principal evidence demonstrating the continuity and nature of the use of the premises otherwise than as 
an accountancy practice, contrary to Condition 2 of planning permission R/321/88, and should be read in conjunction 
with the supporting evidence contained within the following sections.

Date / Period Evidence What the evidence demonstrates Document 
reference

12 December 1988 Planning permission R/321/88
Planning permission granted for change of use from retail to professional offices. 
Condition 2 restricted the premises specifically to use as an accountancy practice 
“and for no other purpose”.

Section 3.0

6 April 2006 Former freeholder statement – 
Michael J Scott

Confirms that Arun Office Services Ltd took a lease of the premises on 6 April 2006. 
The statement records continuous occupation until 17 August 2025 and describes 
the business as property management, administration and secretarial services rather 
than an accountancy practice.

Section 5.0

6 April 2006 onwards Historic leaseholder statement – 
Tracey Down

Confirms, to the best of the witness’s knowledge, that Arun Office Services Ltd first 
occupied the premises in April 2006 and remained until August 2025. Records the 
use as property management, administration and secretarial services and confirms 
that the company was not an accountancy practice.

Section 6.0

17 September 2008 Historic rent invoice Contemporaneous documentary evidence addressed to Mrs P. Barton / AOS Ltd at 
57 Sea Lane, supporting occupation of the premises during 2008. Evidence 5A

2009 Google Street View imagery Arun Office Services Ltd signage visible across 55–57 and 59–61 Sea Lane, 
providing independent visual evidence of the company’s presence at the premises. Section 8.0

2012 Google Street View imagery Arun Office Services Ltd signage remains visible across 55–57 and 59–61 Sea Lane, 
supporting continuity of occupation. Section 8.0

27 February 2013 Arun District Council Business 
Rates records

Arun Office Services Limited recorded as the liable party for 55–57 Sea Lane from 
this date. Council records describe the property as an “Office” and record it as 
occupied for the whole period of AOS’s liability.

Section 9.0 / 
Evidence 9A

4 March 2013 Companies House AD01
Records the registered office of Arun Office Services Ltd as having changed to 
55–57 Sea Lane, providing contemporaneous documentary evidence of the 
company’s association with the premises.

Evidence 6A

2014 Companies House Annual 
Return

Records the registered office of Arun Office Services Ltd as 55–57 Sea Lane, 
supporting continued association with the premises. Evidence 6B

2014 Google Street View imagery
Arun Office Services Ltd signage visible at 55–57 Sea Lane following the separate 
occupation of 59–61 Sea Lane by the adjoining convenience store, supporting 
continued occupation specifically at 55–57.

Section 8.0

2015 Google Street View imagery
Arun Office Services Ltd / Arun Property Management signage visible at 55–57 Sea 
Lane, providing visual evidence of both continued occupation and the nature of the 
business activity.

Section 8.0

6 April 2016 Completion of ten-year period
On the evidence submitted, ten years had elapsed since commencement of the non-
accountancy office use on 6 April 2006. This is the key date by which the relevant 
ten-year period had been completed, assuming continuous use as evidenced.

Section 2.0

2018 Google Street View imagery Arun Office Services Ltd / Arun Property Management signage remains visible at 
55–57 Sea Lane, supporting continuity of occupation and the nature of the use. Section 8.0

2020 Google Street View imagery Arun Office Services Ltd / Arun Property Management signage remains visible at 
55–57 Sea Lane, supporting continued occupation and use. Section 8.0

2022 Google Street View imagery Arun Office Services Ltd / Arun Property Management signage remains visible at 
55–57 Sea Lane, supporting continued occupation and use. Section 8.0

2024 Companies House Confirmation 
Statement / financial statements

Records 55–57 Sea Lane as the registered office of Arun Office Services Ltd in 
2024, supporting continued association with the premises. Evidence 6C

2024 Google Street View imagery Arun Office Services Ltd / Arun Property Management signage remains visible at the 
ground floor premises at 55–57 Sea Lane. Section 8.0

17 August 2025 Former freeholder and occupier 
statements

Evidence records the end of Arun Office Services Ltd’s occupation in August 2025, 
following a period of occupation beginning in April 2006.

Sections 5.0 and 
6.0

20 August 2025 Arun District Council Business 
Rates records

End of the period for which Arun Office Services Limited is recorded by the Council 
as the liable party. The premises are recorded as occupied throughout the period 
from 27 February 2013 to 20 August 2025.

Section 9.0 / 
Evidence 9A
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Evidence 6A – Companies House Record, 2013 
Companies House record confirming that the registered office of Arun Office 
Services Ltd was changed to 55–57 Sea Lane, Rustington on
4 March 2013.
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Evidence 6B – Companies House Annual Return, 2014
Companies House Annual Return recording the registered office of Arun Office 
Services Ltd as 55–57 Sea Lane, Rustington, providing documentary evidence of 
the company’s association with the premises in 2014.
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Evidence 6C – Companies House Confirmation Statement, 2024
Companies House record confirming that 55–57 Sea Lane, Rustington remained the registered office 
of Arun Office Services Ltd in 2024.







16

8.0 Historic Photographic Evidence – Google Street View
The following historic Google Street View imagery provides an independent visual record of the occupation of 55–57 
Sea Lane by Arun Office Services Ltd between 2009 and 2024. 
 
The imagery demonstrates the continued presence of the business at the premises and, from 2015 onwards, 
records Arun Property Management signage, providing additional evidence of the nature of the business use and 
corroborating the former freeholder and occupier statements.

2009: Arun Office Services Ltd signage visible across 55–57 and 59–61 Sea Lane.

2012: Arun Office Services Ltd signage visible across 55–57 and 59–61 Sea Lane.
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2018: Arun Office Services Ltd / Arun Property Management signage visible at the ground floor 
premises, 55–57 Sea Lane.

2020: Arun Office Services Ltd / Arun Property Management signage visible at the ground floor 
premises, 55–57 Sea Lane.
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2022: Arun Office Services Ltd / Arun Property Management signage visible at the ground floor 
premises, 55–57 Sea Lane.

2024: Arun Office Services Ltd / Arun Property Management signage visible at the ground floor 
premises, 55–57 Sea Lane.
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9.0 Historic Business Rates Records – Arun District Council
The following Business Rates records have been provided by Arun District Council and provide independent evidence 
of the historic occupation of 55–57 Sea Lane. 
 
The records identify Arun Office Services Limited as the liable party from 27 February 2013 to 20 August 2025, record 
the premises as occupied throughout this period, and describe the property as an “Office”. 
 
This provides independent corroboration of the continuity of occupation established by the other evidence submitted 
with this application.

1

emily@studioscotttaylor.com

From: kelly kuo <kellykuouk@y
 p   

To: emily@studioscotttaylor com
Subject: Fw: Information Request  Sep26 34
Attachments: 26.09 14 11.18 Attachment .pdf

 
 

Sent from Yahoo Mail for iPhone 
 
Begin forwarded message: 
 
On Monday, September 14, 2026, 11:31 am, Infomanagement <infomanagement@arun.gov.uk> wrote: 

  

Dear Kelly Kuo 

  

Thank you for your information request received 25 August 2026. 

  

We have handled your request under the Freedom of Information Act 2000. 

  

Your request/our response in bold: 

  

I am writing to request historical information relating to the commercial property at: 

55–57 Sea Lane 
Rustington 
BN16 2RQ 

In particular, I would be grateful if you could provide, as far back as your records 
allow, the following information for 55–57 Sea Lane, particularly the ground-floor 
premises: 

• The historical business rates liability for the property; 
• The dates when the property was occupied and/or unoccupied; 
• The names of previous ratepayers, where this information can legally be 

disclosed; 
• The rateable value history; 
• The description of the property/use recorded for business rates purposes; 
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Lynn Morphew 

Information Management Officer 

Arun District Council 

  

  

Information Management team Governance, People & Performance  

  

T:  01903 737500 

E:  infomanagement@arun.gov.uk  

  

Arun District Council, Civic Centre, Maltravers Rd 

Littlehampton, West Sussex, BN17 5LF 

www.arun.gov.uk 

  

       

  

 

  

  



23Li
ab

le
 P

ar
ty

Pe
rio

d 
Li

ab
le

O
cc

up
ie

d/
Un

oc
cu

pi
ed

Ex
em

pt
io

n
Pr

op
er

ty
 d

es
cr

ip
tio

n
Ra

te
ab

le
 V

al
ue

s

Ar
un

 O
ffi

ce
 S

er
vic

es
 L

im
ite

d
27

/0
2/

20
13

 - 
20

/0
8/

20
25

O
cc

up
ie

d 
w

ho
le

 p
er

io
d

O
ffi

ce
In

di
vid

ua
l

21
/0

8/
20

25
 - 

30
/0

3/
20

26
Un

oc
cu

pi
ed

 w
ho

le
 p

er
io

d
10

0%
 e

xe
m

pt
io

n 
21

/0
8/

20
25

 - 
20

/1
1/

20
25

O
ffi

ce
In

di
vid

ua
l

31
/0

3/
20

26
 -

Un
oc

cu
pi

ed
O

ffi
ce

20
10

 li
st

 5
,4

00
 

20
17

 li
st

 5
,7

00
, 

20
23

 li
st

 5
,7

00
 

20
26

 li
st

 9
,8

00

Ev
id

en
ce

 9
.A

 - 
H

is
to

ric
 B

us
in

es
s 

R
at

es
 R

ec
or

ds
 - 

In
fo

rm
at

io
n 

pr
ov

id
ed

 b
y 

A
ru

n 
D

is
tr

ic
t C

ou
nc

il 



24

10.0 Conclusion 
 
The evidence submitted demonstrates that Arun Office Services Ltd occupied the 
ground floor premises at 55–57 Sea Lane from 6 April 2006 until August 2025, using the 
premises as professional and business offices in connection with property management, 
administration and secretarial services. 
 
Arun Office Services Ltd was not an accountancy practice and the use was therefore 
contrary to the specific restriction imposed by Condition 2 of planning permission 
R/321/88, which restricted the premises to use as an accountancy practice “and for no 
other purpose.” 
 
The submitted evidence demonstrates, on the balance of probability, that this use 
continued openly and without material interruption for a period substantially exceeding 
ten years. A continuous ten-year period had elapsed by 6 April 2016, with the same non-
accountancy office use continuing thereafter. 
 
Accordingly, the longstanding use of the premises otherwise than as an accountancy 
practice is considered lawful through the passage of the relevant enforcement period. 
 
The application therefore seeks the issue of a Certificate of Lawful Existing Use or 
Development confirming the lawful use of the ground floor premises at 55–57 Sea Lane 
as professional and business offices, including for property management, administration 
and secretarial services, otherwise than as an accountancy practice and notwithstanding 
the restriction imposed by Condition 2 of planning permission R/321/88.


