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From: J D   
Sent: 02 October 2026 13:28 
To: Hebe Smith <Hebe.Smith@arun.gov.uk> 
Cc: JOHN SYKES    
Subject: Fwd: 55-57 Sea Lane 
 
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organisation. You should take extra care when clicking links or opening attachments - if you are unsure 
the content is safe contact the IT Helpdesk before clicking or opening. 
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Dear Hebe,  
 
I was interested to learn that a planning condition pre-existed for the ground floor at 55 -57 Sea Lane. I now write to consolidate information on behalf 
of local residents with an interest or concerns about the proposed restaurant. 
 
Considerable evidence has been produced by the applicant to show non compliance over an extended period of time but there are many holes in 
their timeline. I hope that you will find the information in the attachment useful in making your decision  to grant an LDC or not. If I can be of any 
assistance, or clarification on the information provided, please feel free to call me. 
 
I would appreciate knowing your decision.  
 
I am still hopeful that notwithstanding the outcome of this LDC, you will require the restaurant which is really a takeaway to submit a Planning 
Application.  
 
Kind regards, 
 
Jane 



 
 
DraŌ Submission in respect of 55-57 Sea Lane LDC 
 

According to the IntroducƟon and Basis of ApplicaƟon, the applicant asserts that “The evidence submiƩed 
with this applicaƟon demonstrates that Arun Office Services Ltd Occupied the ground floor premises at 
55-57 Sea Lane.” 

1. The Statement by Mr Scott(5.0) does not provide a copy of the lease or any other 
documentation/correspondence which he asserts AOS took on 6 April 2006 but relies on his 
written statement. Additionally, Mr Scott who is noted at the Land Registry as the current 
owner of the premises at 55-57 on  1st October 2026, rather than Mr He. It seems strange 
because in his statement in support of the LDC he claims it was sold on 31 March 2025. 
Further the application to change use in 2025 for the upper floors stated that he was the 
owner in August 2025 and the Extraction fan application claimed Mr He was the owner in June 
2026. All of these facts cannot be correct.  
Evidence is not substantiated. 
 

2. The Historic rent invoice(5a) dated 17 December 2008 is addressed to Mrs Barton at AOS, 57, 
Sea Lane. It does not specify the property being rented. If indeed it is for number 57, this 
would appear to be the second floor of the property, with 55 being the ground floor. This is 
clear from the address of “Cock and Bull” which until recently occupied 51 Sea Lane: the 
ground floor property next door to 55-57. Evidence is not substantiated. 
 

3. Both the June 2009 and June 2012 Google images show Arun OƯice Services at 59-61 Sea 
Lane ( third shopfront from the left), not 55-57. No evidence has been provided in respect of 
Arun Property Management( shown at 55-57) regarding their operations/whether they were 
sole occupants and the precise nature of activities actually undertaken on the ground floor. 
Evidence is not substantiated. 

 
4. In June 2014, the Google image shows Arun Property Management signage at 55-57. It does 

not evidence occupation by Arun OƯice Services. No evidence at all has been provided 
regarding Arun Property Management and there is no record of them at Companies House at 
this address. Evidence is not substantiated. 
 

5. A statement ( which is not referenced in the table), by Mr Saluja, the operator of the 
Convenience Store next door is unreliable. To a casual observer/neighbour, an accountancy 
practice looks no diƯerent to any other oƯice use – computers, phones, files etc. His 
assertion carries no more weight than the sign above the door unless some other business 
relationship existed that was not mentioned. Evidence is not substantiated. 
 
On this basis the 10 year period cannot be claimed as 2006 to 2016. 
 
 
Additional information  
 

6. If the applicant wishes to claim a later period, no evidence has been provided to show 
continuous use during the period July 2014 to July 2024. A sign above the door does not prove 
occupancy during Covid 2020-2022, for example.  
 



 
 

7. A Chartered Accountant, Mike Ashworth worked from the premises at 55-57 Sea Lane. No 
evidence has been provided that accounting practices were not carried out on the ground 
floor. Evidence attached –  
 
A) VAT Search 
B) Companies House Document Ashbrook 2012( Page 2 Accountant 59-61 Sea Lane ) 
C) Companies House Document Ashbrook 2013( Page 2 Accountant 55-57 Sea Lane ) 

 
 

8. AOS was responsible for running Company Accounts including full bookkeeping, accounting 
for and recording all income and expenditure and a bookkeeper was employed using Sage 
accounting software. There is no evidence that this work was not  carried out on the ground 
floor. Evidence - Excel Spreadsheet showing that AOS provided full accounting of income 
and expenditure for Cudlow Gardens Residents’ Association. It includes a payment to 
Mike Ashbrook under the heading accounts. 

 
 
 
 
2 October 2026 
 
 

 
 
 
 





 
 
 






































































































