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2.1. Surface water runoff does not discharge to ground via infiltration as this is precluded by the ground 

conditions / high ground water. Interception drainage is provided in the design by permeable 

pavement, swales and water reuse.  

 

2.2. The permeable pavement is acceptable for the self-drained area. Calculations should be provided to 

confirm that the remaining positively drained area meets NSfS criteria (this is likely to be met with 

calculations in accordance with BS EN 16941 for rainwater harvesting).  

 
2.3. Interception drainage is not currently demonstrated to be in accordance with the requirements of the 

NSfS Standard 2. Therefore, we object to the application.   

 

3. Extreme rainfall and flooding 

3.1. The latest national surface water flood modelling data set (‘Surface Water Spatial Planning’) 

appears to indicate areas of surface water flood risk at the site, possibly in the location of the new 

building. The FRA should be updated to show the latest surface water risk areas to the site against 

the proposed development layout and assess the risk of external surface water flooding to the 

development or drainage system. 

 

3.2. Calculations are provided which indicate the design storm can be contained within the permeable 

pavement voided subbase stone layer without flooding. However, the subbase of the footpaths has 

been calculated with a porosity of 1.  This needs to be corrected as the model currently assumes 

open storage within the subbase of the footpaths, when in fact it is a 30% voided subbase.   

 
3.3. The design peak outflow rate of 2.8 litres per second is based upon 3l/s/ha applied to the drained 

area and is in accordance with the NSfS. 

 
3.4. There is an area of existing access road within the red line boundary which is an existing drained 

area and can be omitted. The swales and irrigation reservoir are excluded from the drained areas 

which is acceptable as the swales are downstream of the flow controls are conveyance only and can 

replicate greenfield runoff of the previous greenfield land, the irrigation reservoir is a pre-existing 

facility downstream of the flow controls.  

 
3.5. However, there is an area of subbase storage to the east of the car park which should be clarified 

whether the area will remove topsoil and should be included in the drained area. There is also a 

smaller area linking the existing and new access road which should be included in the calculations. 

 
3.6. The watercourse may cause backflow into the swale during the design storm and an assessment of 

potential for downstream surcharge should be provided for the downstream condition during the 

lifespan of development. This can be based upon the 2070 national surface water flood modelling or 

other robust assumption. 

 
3.7. Management of extreme rainfall is not currently in accordance with the requirements of the NSfS. 

Therefore, we object to the application.  

 

4. Water quality 

4.1. The design includes permeable pavement car parking, all upstream runoff the drained through the 

permeable paving subbase layer, and the swales. The assessment of water quality mitigation is in 

accordance with the SuDS Manual Simple Index Approach and is therefore acceptable. 
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This application has been assessed with regards to surface water drainage design only, together with land 

drainage aspects if deemed necessary.   

 

Other planning matters occasionally effect the surface water drainage design.  If plans relating to other 

matters have been assessed for their impact on the proposed drainage, then it must not be assumed that 

they have been assessed for any other purpose.  The planning officer is advised to check for conflicts with 

any existing approved plans and to consult any relevant consultees as appropriate.  

 

It has been identified that the following consultees may have comments about the plans that have been 

submitted and reviewed for this application:  

 

☐ Landscaping officer (proposed trees and landscaping)  

☐ Tree officer (existing trees)  

☒ Environment Agency (main rivers and fluvial/tidal flood risk, River Arun internal drainage board, 

groundwater source protection zones) 

☐ Southern Water (foul drainage and surface water disposal to public sewer network/groundwater source 

protection zones)  

☐ Portsmouth Water (groundwater source protection zones)  

☒ Lead local flood authority (all other sources of flooding and ordinary watercourses)  

☐ Other:  Specify ……………………… 

☐ None 
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Arun District Council, Civic Centre, Maltravers Rd, Littlehampton, West Sussex, BN17 5LF 
www.arun.gov.uk 
 
To register to receive notification of planning applications in your area please go to 
https://www1.arun.gov.uk/planning-application-finder 

 
 

 

 

From: Paul Cann <Paul.Cann@arun.gov.uk>  

Sent: 21 September 2026 13:21 

To: Planning.Responses <Planning.Responses@arun.gov.uk> 

Cc: Land Drainage <Land.Drainage@arun.gov.uk>; Hebe Smith <Hebe.Smith@arun.gov.uk> 

Subject: RE: Planning Consultation on: P/76/26/PL 

 

Please find enclosed our consultants response, an objection. 

Regards 

Paul Cann 
Principal Drainage Engineer, Coastal Engineers and Flood Prevention 
 
T:  01903 737819 
E:  paul.cann@arun.gov.uk  
 
Arun District Council, Civic Centre, Maltravers Rd 
Littlehampton, West Sussex, BN17 5LF 
www.arun.gov.uk 

 

       
 

 
 

From: Planning.Responses <Planning.Responses@arun.gov.uk>  

Sent: 04 June 2026 11:04 

To: Land Drainage <Land.Drainage@arun.gov.uk> 

Subject: Planning Consultation on: P/76/26/PL 

 

To: Engineers (Drainage) 
  

NOTIFICATION FROM ARUN DISTRICT COUNCIL 

Town & Country Planning Act 1990 (as amended) 

Town and Country Planning (Development Management Procedure) (England) Order 2015  

Planning Permission 

Application No: P/76/26/PL 
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Registered:  3rd June 2026 

Site Address: Sefter Farm Pagham Road Pagham PO21 3PX 

Grid Reference: 489092 99743 

Description of Works: Construction of a new engineering block building and car parking areas together with a new access road, footpaths and 
hard standing area. This application may affect the setting of a listed building and is in CIL Zone 5 (Zero Rated) as other 
development. 

  

The Council have received the above application.  

Click here to view the application and documents The website is updated once a day in the evening, so you may need to wait until the day after this 

notification to view the documents. 

Should you have any comments to make, these should be sent by replying to this email by 9th July 2026 . You can also monitor the progress of this 

application through the Council web site: 

https://www.arun.gov.uk/planning-application-search 

The application will be determined having regard to the development plan policies (if any are relevant) and other material considerations. The development 

plan can be accessed via the website https://www.arun.gov.uk/development-plan as can information on what comments we can consider 

https://www.arun.gov.uk/planning-application-comments 

Please be aware that any comments you may make will be available on our website so please do not insert personal details or signatures on your 

reply.  

Should the application go to appeal the Planning Inspectorate will publish any comments made to the Council on their 

website:https://acp.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/ but they will protect personal details. 

In the absence of a reply within the period stated, I shall assume that you have no observations to make. 

Yours sincerely 

Hebe Smith 

Planning Officer- Arun District Council 

Telephone: 01903 737626 

Email: hebe.smith@arun.gov.uk 
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