From: Simon Davis

Sent: 12 April 2023 18:04
To:
Cc: Daniel Vick <Darnial Vi un.gov.uk>; Stephen Andrews <3t
Subject: RE: P/23/20/DOC AND SUMMER LANE PUBLIC OPEN SPACE

Dear Mr Hamilton,

Thanks for your email. Please be aware that we have a current compliance case regarding
the alleged raising of the public open space land. This is an ongoing investigation. In
addition, Drew Smith are presently proposing the transfer of the open space land to Arun DC
and our position is that we will not agree to this unless the land is in a satisfactory and
completed condition and that there are no outstanding breaches of planning permission.

The content of your email and the supporting photos are helpful to this process/our
investigation. | respond to your points in &< in your email below.

Kind Regards

Simon J Davis MRTPI
Principal Planning Officer, Directorate of Growth
T: 01903 737874
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From: [

Sent: 07 April 2023 20:02
To: Simon Davis <3imon. D L EOV.U
Subject: P/23/20/DOC AND SUMMER LANE PUBLIC OPEN SPACE

CALTHAN: This email originated from outside of the organisation. You should take extra care
when clicking links or opening attachments - if you are unsure the content is safe contact
the IT Helpdesk before clicking or opening.

Dear Mr Davis,

P/23/20/DOC AND THE SUMMER LANE PUBLIC OPEN SPACE

In none of the application documentation is there any indication that huge quantities of
earth/detritus/asbestos would be moved from the north of Summer Lane to the area now known as
Public Open Space. Nor is there any indication or request for permission to change the topography
of that space, which | believe is forbidden by NPPF W|thout agreement, particularly if it results in the
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In an email from ADC dated 23 Nov 2020 the planning officer states “/ have a resident asking me why
you are moving earth from the north side of Summer Lane onto the open space area to the south.
The resident alleges that a bank is being created near the boundary with existing houses (I believe
this to be on the eastern side of the open space). Can you advise what is going on please?”

On 25 Nov 2020 Mr O’Shea replied “Within the approved POS plan there is a grass mound to be
formed in the middle of the site, along with bunding around the edges. The earth has therefore been
removed from the north to level the site and enable the excess to be used in forming the raised
elements in the south.”

The field was level before the developer started work on it. There is no bunding around the site.
There was while work went on. The bund earth was then replaced over detritus from Summer Lane
and levelled out. Nothing like the thousands of tons of detritus that were moved would be needed
to build the ‘mound’. The above email is highly economical with the truth. See facts below.

Here are some facts:

1. Between 1875 and 1920 this whole area was used by Pagham Harbour Reclamation
Company Ltd to dump mountains of builder’s rubble from all over the country as part of a
plan to reclaim the area. Details obtained from County archives.

2. At the outset of the development on the site north of Summer Lane in 2020, the developer
excavated a large area in the area designated to be Public Open Space and surrounded it
with a berm using the excavated earth. This can clearly be seen in the accompanying
photographs. This turned into a large lake. He then started depositing debris excavated from
the foundations of houses on the building site onto this land now described as Public Open

Space (POS). This was carried out for approximately 10 months on a virtually daily basis by

two large dumper trucks. Thousands of tons of detr|tus W|II therefore have been moved to

the POS and eventuaIIy damped down Pacd he o ar i
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An area now under the existing mound was further scraped to an unknown depth and
further rubble including asbestos was placed in it. This was then itself covered with a large
orange sheet which was then covered by more rubee and the mound formed This is

Very earIy in th|s process workers wearing safety cIoth|ng and masks worked on th|s area
and a decontamination vehicle was situated on it (I hold a photograph of the wagon taken in
Nov 2020). A worker admitted to a member of public that they were burying asbestos. When
a member of public tried to take a photograph of this activity, they were verbally abused. A
resident informed an officer at the time that they believed asbestos was being buried on the
site. | spoke with the Director of Sanctus (on 27/3/23) who openly admitted that his people
were employed for about ten weeks moving asbestos from the building site to the POS and
then overlaying it with an orange sheet before overcovering. The tippers were not covered
while transporting this detritus across a residential road and public footpath, despite this
requirement being stated in the CEMP (4.5.1). Nor was the asbestos doubIe bagged
Witness statements concern|ng the movement of asbestos are heId @ are fully aware tha
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The resuIt of this deposmon is that the whoIe area of the POS is approximately 1 metre
higher than the original level land. Houses on the eastern edge of the POS have gardens
which were originally above the level of the field. Residents are quite clear that prior to this
activity, water accumulation on the field used to run off to the west. They are now well
below the level of the field and in recent months some of those house’s gardens have been
flooded so badly that the water has flowed through their gardens into Pagham Road from
curb to curb. Two houses have had to resort to pumping water off site onto Pagham Road. If
photo Savill 002 is blown up, it indicates that the buildings to the east and the Pagham
playfield are higher than the field. If you stand at the north-west corner of the Pagham
village hall open space the higher level of Iand is very cIearIy seen. &g stated, we arg

The depOS|ts on the POS contain a huge amount of flint, rocks and bricks which are littered
all over the surface, making it very unsafe for pedestrians, children, and animals. | have sent
copious copies of photographs of this detritus to ADC. | note that the developer has recently
been busy planting many trees and shrubs on the POS no doubt hoping that grass will soon
start hiding the dangerous detr|tus The present surface W|II undoubtedIy damage any grass
cuttlng deV|ces B onys y Gy { g
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The mound whose present he|ght is beI|eved to be too h|gh is |tseIf located on earth which
is 1 metre higher than the original level and is thus far too high. It compIeter obliterates the




Was permission obtained and authorities informed of the discovery, movement and disposal of
asbestos to a site Drew Smith were offering the community? Is the resulting action legal? Have
experts been asked what the risk of the asbestos leaching into the water table? This is ni
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There are many residents who are outraged by this behaviour and would wish that the asbestos to
be removed completely and the land returned to its original height. Until that is achieved they will
fight tooth and nail to prevent the POS being handed to Pagham Parish Council.

In retrospect, it seems likely that the developer obtained the POS land south of Summer Road simply
in order to provide a site in which to deposit detritus, including dangerous material which had been
detected on the Summer Lane site. The ploy to then hand it offas a glft to ADC/PPC is a stunnlngly
cyn|caI move. | tha whe ard g 2N any
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| note that the applicant makes no mention of hazardous waste in the original application despite
locals knowing of the existence of asbestos It would therefore be |nterest|ng to know when they
first reported its discovery. 7t

T

It would be really helpful if you could reply to this email and unfortunate if we felt we had to go the
press/FuII CounC|I to obta|n answers and intentions. Please also place a copy on the planning portal. !

| note that whiI the POS has not yet been compIeted many more than 45 dwellings have been
occupied. ¥ Basdon €

‘ v
¥ o Baan in
FLTUNAT LARTNT Y

Thank you.
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Yours sincerely

Colin Hamilton

Photo 1. Taken 5/2/21. Shows berm built around the deposition site with earth excavated from
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within it, with detritus already dumped in southern sector. Orange sheeting believed to be
placed over site of ‘unusual’ material. No sign of ‘ditch’ to west of site. Despite flooded area,
no danger to adjacent houses or PPC play field which appear to be at higher level. After
filling of this area, earth from berms replaced in excavated area.
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Photo 2 Taken 5/2/21. Area already filled with detritus. Orange sheet eventually also covered with
detritus.
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Photo 3. Taken 5/2/21. Indication that gardens of houses on Pagham Road are originally above level
of deposition site. Note presence of blue asbestos decontamination wagon bottom right.
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Photo 4 Taken 9/2/23 From ground level at ditch at boundary of house in Pagham Road indicating
rise in level of ground on POS site, and dangerous surface detritus.
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Photo 6 Taken 9/2/23 taken from telegraph pole seen in Photo 5 showing incline in land towards

houses on Pagham Road with mound in background.

Photo 7 Taken 9/2/23 A shallow ditch along the fence line leading to drain/culvert in Summer Lane
would help disperse flood water in the short term.
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Photographs on this page taken by a resident.
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Savills 002 If blown up indicates housing and PP playground above field level
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IMG 1303 Shows (flooded) field level below housing fence line. The berm visible has been excavated

from withing the bounded area.

| will send image of Sanctus decontamination wagon separately as it is a very large file. Tius
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