WEST SUSSEX COUNTY COUNCIL CONSULTATION

TO: Arun District Council
FAO:
FROM: WSCC - Highways Authority
DATE: 20 May 2025
LOCATION: Lagnersh House Holiday Site

Lower Bognor Road
Lagness PO20 1LW

SUBJECT: P/6/25/PL

Siting of 18 seasonal shepherds huts within the
approved recreational campsite together with
associated groundworks and landscaping. This
application affects a Public Right of Way and is in
CIL Zone 5 (Zero Rated) as other development.

DATE OF SITE VISIT: n/a / XX/XX/XXXX
RECOMMENDATION: No Objection

Thank you for the opportunity to respond to the above planning application FP133
passes through the site. Please find below comments on behalf of Public Rights of Way
(PROW). We ask that the applicant take the comments into consideration and action
accordingly.

A. The existence of a Public Right of Way (PROW) is a material consideration. Should
planning consent be granted, the impact of development upon the public use,
enjoyment and amenity of the PROW must be considered by the planning
authority.

B. The granting of planning permission does not authorise obstruction of,
interference to or moving of any Public Right of Way (PROW); this can only be
done with the prior consent of West Sussex County Council (WSCC), as highway
authority, and possibly also a legal Order process by (Arun District Council) as the
local planning authority. Further advice can be provided on request.

C. Access along a PROW by contractors’ vehicles, deliveries or plant is only lawful if
the applicant can prove it has a vehicular right; without this an offence under the
Road Traffic Act 1988 section 34(1) is being committed.

D. The applicant is advised that a public access right has precedence over a private
access right. Where a PROW runs along a route also used for private access
purposes, usually for private vehicle access, this shared use has the potential for
accident or injury - the applicant must consider how access is managed so the
public is not endangered or inconvenienced.

E. Some properties have private rights over them for the benefit of a particular
individual or property; for example, a landowner may have the right to drive over
a neighbour’s track to gain access to property. This right of access is granted to
individuals and / or properties only and does not extend to the public. The WSCC
PROW Team does not hold records of private rights of access; the applicant is



encouraged to check that no private access rights will be detrimentally affected
by this proposal.

The development proposes shared use of a PROW with vehicles (and / or
introduces a vehicle crossing point of a PROW), which increases the risk of
accident or injury to a PROW user. The applicant is encouraged to introduce
signage to advise vehicle drivers of the hazard and to act responsibly.

Safe and convenient public access is to be available at all times across the full
width of the PROW, which may be wider than the available and used route -
advice on the legal width can be provided by the WSCC PROW Team.

. The path is not to be obstructed by vehicles, plant, scaffolding or the temporary
storage of materials and / or chemicals during any works. These will constitute an
offence of obstruction under the Highways Act 1980.

No new structures, such as gates and stiles, are to be installed within the width
of the PROW without the prior consent of the WSCC PROW Team. These will
constitute an offence of obstruction under the Highways Act 1980.

Any down pipes or soakaways associated with the development should discharge
into an existing or new drainage system and away from the surface of the PROW.
No drainage system is to be installed through the surface of the path without the
prior consent of the WSCC PROW Team.

. Where the ground levels adjacent to the PROW are to be raised above existing
ground levels, this could increase the potential to flood the path. A suitable
drainage system must be installed adjacent to the path to a specification agreed
with the WSCC PROW Team prior to development commencing.

Any alteration to or replacement of the existing boundary with the PROW, or the
erection of new fence lines, must be done in consultation with the WSCC PROW
Team to ensure the legal width of the path is not reduced and there is no
unlawful encroachment.

. It is an offence to damage the surface of a PROW without the prior consent of

the WSCC PROW Team. The applicant must supply a specification and secure the
approval of the WSCC PROW Team before works affecting the PROW begin, even
if the surface is to be improved. Where a PROW surface is damaged and there
was no prior consent, the applicant will be liable and required to make good the
surface to a standard satisfactory to the WSCC PROW Team.

. Where it is necessary to undertake works within the legal width of a PROW, e.g.
install utilities, (or for development works immediately adjacent to a PROW that
cannot reasonably be managed through different Health and Safety practice) the
applicant must be advised to apply to WSCC PROW Team for a temporary path
closure. The applicant must be advised there is no guarantee an application will
be approved; that a minimum of (2) weeks is needed to consider an application.

. Where it will be necessary to permanently divert or extinguish a path ‘to enable
development to take place’ by means of a Public Path Order (PPO) (most often
under Town & Country Planning Act 1990 s257), to be applied for by the
developer through the Local Planning Authority prior to development, WSCC
PROW Team is not able to grant a temporary path closure as a precursor to a
PPO. In such circumstance, WSCC PROW Team will only consider an application



for a temporary path closure once the Local Planning Authority has made and
confirmed a PPO.

P. Consented development is often subject to various environmental requirements,
which can impact on the availability of PROW. For example, Great Crested Newt
fencing has often been known to be laid across a PROW, which is either subject to
installation of unauthorised stiles or gates, or unlawfully diverted around the site
edge. The applicant must be advised that any environmental licence, such as
from Natural England, does not negate the need to provide the legal line of a
PROW without additional structures.

Katherine Eels
West Sussex County Council — Planning Services



WSCC Highways response

Arun District Council, Civic Centre, Maltravers Rd
Littlehampton, West Sussex, BN17 5LF
www.arun.gov.uk

To register to receive notifications of planning applications in your area please go to
https://www1.arun.gov.uk/planning-application-finder

Our priorities...

Improving the livering the Supporting our
wellbeing of Arun right homes in environment

to support us DISTRICT COUNCIL

From:
Sent: 20 May 2025 12:19

To: Planning.Responses <Planning.Responses@arun.gov.uk>

cc: I

Subject: Response To Application Number P/6/25/PL at Lagnersh House Holiday Site Lower Bognor Road
Lagness PO20 1LW

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organisation. You should take extra care when clicking
links or opening attachments - if you are unsure the content is safe contact the IT Helpdesk before clicking
or opening.




Please could the attached response be distributed to the relevant case officer.
Regards

Katherine Eels

Please do not reply directly to this email.

Any formal reconsultation on the application should be directed to

I b L t the responding officer can be contacted directly via

email if there are any questions relating to this response.

LEGAL DISCLAIMER

This email and any attachments are confidential and intended solely for the persons addressed. If it
has come to you in error please reply to advise us but you should not read it, copy it, show it to
anyone else nor make any other use of its content. West Sussex County Council takes steps to
ensure emails and attachments are virus-free but you should carry out your own checks before
opening any attachment.
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