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1. The site and context 
 
The site is located to the entrance to the Barton Manor estate private road on the eastern side of the historic centre of Nyetimber, which has 
its origins in the mediaeval period, and the area in front of the Lamb Inn has long served as a village focal point, as evidenced in historic 
imagery.  
 
The south side of Barton Close is flanked by three buildings that survive from previous centuries - from left to right on the images below:  
Nyetimber Forge (C18th, Listed Grade II ref. 1275625) The Smithy (C18th, the original forge building but not listed) and the Lamb Inn (c.C17th, 
and serving as a pub from C19th; also not listed). 
 

 
Image from gravelroots.net c.1900                                                                       Image from Google Streetview April 2022 
 
The locality remained rural until the post-World War II period, when the suburbanisation of the coastal hinterland of Pagham, Adlwick and 
Bognor was developed into a continuous built-up area, with Pagham Road largely retaining rural views on the western side. The former Barton 
Farm was also developed during this period, with the retention of the old Manor and some of the farm buildings. 
 
Of most importance is that the scene around the Inn and Forge retained a more of the pre-suburbanisation semi-rural character until the 
developments related to the above-cited planning applications, characterising the setting of the Listed Nyetimber Forge house. 
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Image from gravelroots.net c.1908-13  - Nyetimber Forge on the left         Image from Google Streetview April 2022 
 
View from Pagham Road across the Lamb Inn's forecourt showing the Forge house and Smithy 

 
Image from gravelroots.net c. 1910-15                                                         Image from Google Streetview April 2022 
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Although the area is not in a Conservation Area, the Planning application included a heritage statement on the grounds that the development could 
alter the setting of a Listed building.  
 
2. Treatment of the development site 
 
According to the Heritage Statement, the application to alter the land to the north of the Forge: 
 
 "...relates solely to the resurfacing to permeable 20-30mm stone of land to the north of Nyetimber Forge... "In 2023, the grass surface was removed and 
replaced with a permeable gravel finish. The purpose of these works was to create a more stable and durable surface while maintaining natural drainage 
characteristics. The works did not involve any change to the extent of the land, nor did they introduce a new use. The land continues to function as part of 
the domestic setting of Nyetimber Forge, with the resurfacing representing an improvement in surface condition only. This resubmission has been made to 
clarify that the development under consideration is limited to the change in surface material, with no other elements included within the scope of the 
application" 
 
Whilst the scope of this report focuses on the heritage impact of the alterations, the preparation of the maps and diagrams for this document shows 
significant discrepancies between the site boundaries declared on the application site plan and current aerial mapping. The alterations have not only 
exceeded the declared site area but also affected the public highway land verging Barton Close. 
 
From the Planning Application    From Apple Maps, with the red boundary lines superimposed 
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From Bing Maps Undated (compare with preceding page)  From Google Streetview April 2022 
 
Although limited in extent, the scene is semi-rural in nature with the group of buildings directly traceable back to pre-urbanisation. 
 
Since the dates of this imagery, the vegetation has been removed, the permeable gravel surface has been installed and the boundary 
treatments completely altered. It is clear to see that this has significantly affected the setting of the Listed building. The land had been 
acquired and covenanted by Barton Manor and was used as a small garden space by Nyetimber Forge, visible in Streetview images of 2012 
which shows the semi-rural vegetation to each side of the site that characterised the scene. 
 

  
Streetview May 2012 
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The applicant's heritage statement concluded: 
 

Justification  
The works are necessary for safe vehicle storage and site functionality, while remaining sensitive to the surrounding heritage.  
 
Mitigation Measures  
• Use of permeable surface treatments to avoid engineered appearance Compliance with Relevant Policy The proposal accords with 
national and local heritage policy by preserving the setting of the listed building and sustaining its significance. Materials reflect local 
character, maintain permeability, and avoid urbanising features.  
 
Conclusion  
The proposal results in a low impact, reversible, and sympathetic intervention. 

 
This conclusion is in direct opposition to the undeniable evidence of what has taken place. The applicant has attempted to mitigate the impact 
in terms of procedure by not including the boundary treatments and wholesale stripping out of the vegetation within the 2026 retrospective 
planning permission. This is questionable, as the gravel could only be laid to this extent by the loss of the vegetation and old hedge and 
portions of fencing, thus making the development non-reversible and very unsympathetic. 
 
Regarding the reversibility, this generally refers to a situation in which new work has minimised disturbance to the original fabric and can be 
removed with relative ease.  On the past behaviour of the applicant, there may be an argument put forward that as the non-reversible 
alteration has been made, then the current situation is a fait accompli, however, in this case, it does not concern the loss of original fabric of an 
historic building and it would be possible to fully restore the landscape over a period of 5 to 10 years. 
 
 
Nicholas Weedon 
for Hanslip & Co. 
3 August 2026 
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Thanks 
Freya 
 
Freya Clewley 
Minor Applications Lead (Development Management), Planning 
  
T:  01903 737544 
E:  freya.clewley@arun.gov.uk 
  
Arun District Council, Civic Centre, Maltravers Rd 
Littlehampton, West Sussex, BN17 5LF 
www.arun.gov.uk 
 
To register to receive notification of planning applications in your area please go to 
www1.arun.gov.uk/planning-application-finder 
 

          
 

 
 

  
Sent: 24 August 2026 16:19 
To: Freya Clewley <Freya.Clewley@arun.gov.uk> 
Subject: FW: FAO PLANNING COMMITTEE (MEETING 24/08/2026) P/66/26/PL and P/165/25/PL 
(withdrawn) 
Importance: High 
 
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organisation. You should take extra care when clicking 
links or opening attachments - if you are unsure the content is safe contact the IT Helpdesk before clicking 
or opening. 
 
Dear Freya, 
 
My sincere apologies, I meant to cc you in on the email below and attachments, which I forwarded to the 
Planning Committee this morning.  It just occurred to me I have omitted to do it!!   
 
Kind regards, 
Sara Rawlins (and Nigel!) 
 

 
Sent: 24 August 2026 11:46 
To: 'Committees' <Committees@arun.gov.uk> 
Subject: FAO PLANNING COMMITTEE (MEETING 24/08/2026) P/66/26/PL and P/165/25/PL (withdrawn) 
Importance: High 
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Dear Councillors, 
 
Please see attached our objections and professional statements regarding (P/165/25/PL withdrawn) and 
P/66/26/PL, to include our Town Planner and Heritage Statement.  We sincerely hope you will support a refusal 
on this matter, which has caused serious problems for the village and Barton Close itself.  
 
Best regards, 
Sara & Nigel Rawlins 


