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24 February 2021
Our Ref: 0J/16.154

Neil Crowther Esq
Arun District Council
Civic Offices
Maltravers Rd
Littlehampton

West Sussex
BN175LF

Application P/4/21 Material change of use of land from agricultural use to use for open space.

In correspondence dated the 13th February 2021, the applicant for the above application responds to
my letter of the 11th February 2021 and makes the following assertion:

“....Policy GI SP1 Green Infrastructure and development together with the related Policy Map for Pagham which
together demonstrate that the development plan identifies and allocates the site of my application as Green
Infrastructure for the purposes of this policy and its supporting text”.

Itis important to correct this so that there is no misunderstanding.

The Application Site is identified on the adopted Local Plan’s Policy Map as a ‘Strategic Housing
Allocation’ SD2 Pagham North - see annex 1.

Policy H SP2a identifies Pagham North as providing 800 new homes. This Policy also identifies key
design and infrastructure requirements which includes “provision of public open space including children’s
play areas, landscaping, drainage and earthworks”. There is no additional or separate Green Infrastructure
allocation in the Local Plan relating to Pagham North.

Policy GI SP1in fact states:
“The existing Green Infrastructure Network, as shown on the Green Network Maps for each parish and town,

must be considered at an early stage of the design process for all major development proposals”. (emphasis
added).

This is clearly aninstruction that green infrastructure should be taken into account in formulating
development proposals. Itis not, as is purported, the allocation of Pagham North for Green
Infrastructure at the exclusion of all other uses. Policy Gl SP1 does not conflict this Policy H SP2a as is
suggested.

Also contrary to what is suggested, there is no Policy Map for Pagham within the adopted Local Plan.
Rather, as is explained in para 7.3.8 of the Local Plan, Policy Gl SP1 is referring to the 2012 Green
Infrastructure Study - see annex 2.
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Para 7.3.12 of the Local Plan explains the Green Network Maps in the following terms:

“The Green Network Maps present the District's existing Green Infrastructure network and should be viewed
alongside the Local Plan policies to identify opportunities for protecting, enhancing and connecting Green
Infrastructure assets as part of new development”. (emphasis added)

Again, this does not support to the notion that Pagham North is allocated for Green Infrastructure, but
rather highlighting that such assets should be considered in the design process.

Itis instructive that the Green Infrastructure Study was undertaken prior to the allocation of Pagham
North in the Local Plan and must therefore be interpreted in that context.

Lastly, | am also aware of the argument put forward by the Applicant that, because the Council is not
able to meet the requirement in the NPPF to identify a minimum of five years’ worth of housing (para
73), Policy SP H2a is considered out-of-date and the application for use of the Site as open space
benefits from the presumption in favour in para 11 of the NPPF (page 2 of the Applicant’s supporting
statement).

| disagree with this for the following reasons:
Firstly, footnote 7 of the NPPF refers to “applications involving the provision of housing”. Clearly the
Applicant’s intention is not related to the provision of housing and the presumption in favour is not

engaged in these terms.

Secondly, it would be irrational, in my opinion, for a policy that intends for a site to be developed for
housing not to be afforded full weight in the situation where there is a shortfall in housing land supply.

| trust you will consider this representation in respect of the above application.

Your faithfully,

Owen Jones
Director




Annex 1 - Adopted Local Plan’s Policy Map
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Policies maps should be read alongside other supporting plans including the Waste Local Plan, Minerails Local Plan and Neighbourhood Development Plans.
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Annex 2 - 2012 Green Infrastructure Study
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