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2.4. The is a pond located in the neighbouring property to the northeast of the application site, however, 
the pond is visually and physically separated from the application site by the topography, a 1.2m high 
timber fence and the aforementioned mature hedgerow. 

 
Satellite image of the site location and surrounding landscape, highlighting how the existing mature vegetation forms a strong 

network that links multiple habitat types within the site and wider landscape together. 

 

3. Impact Assessment 

3.1. The proposed extension has been designed to minimise its physical connection with the existing 
converted barn structure and as shown within the submitted drawings, The extension connects via 
a glazed link structure that junctions onto the masonry of the northern elevation, thus avoiding 
impacts to the existing roof. The proposed therefore does not seek to alter the existing roof or 
associated features, which shall be retained as existing. 

3.2. The extension footprint is located within an area which has previously been developed, including 
the shed, home office and an array of ground mounted solar panels. It is estimated 64m2 of the 
existing lawn area, which would be considered to be a modified grassland of low biodiversity value, 
will be removed to accommodate the extension. 

3.3. As part of the proposed landscaping, the existing sloped planting bed to the east elevation of the 
main barn structure is proposed to be extended along the southern elevation of the proposed 
extension. It is suggested that the new planting bed provides opportunities to enhance biodiversity 
through planting of native species and planting suitable for encouraging pollinating wildlife, thus 
providing approximately 8.6m2 of enhanced habitat and compensating the reduction in low quality 
grass habitat. 
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Photograph of the proposed extension location (left) in relation to the north and east site boundary treatments. 

 

4. Summary and Conclusion 

4.1. It has been identified that the proposed extension and landscaping will result in the reduction of 
low-quality habitat within the site, however, the proposed alterations do present a number of 
opportunities to enhance and expand existing habitats. The majority of the habitats present within 
the site shall be retained as existing. 

4.2. The replacement of the existing tree is considered to be a pro-active measure to ensure the existing 
habitat and tree cover can be maintained. Its proposed location would additionally serve to enhance 
the existing network of linked habitats. 

4.3. The design of the proposed is intended to avoid impacts to the existing roof forms and thus no 
alterations are required, nor proposed, as part of this application. Therefore, the existing roof, eaves 
and ridges of the main building shall be unaffected by the proposed scheme. 

4.4. It is therefore considered the proposed development achieves a net gain in biodiversity and 
preserves existing habitats within the site. 


