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Water Vole Survey 
Presence/absence water vole surveys were undertaken by experienced ecologists during suitable conditions, in 
accordance with guidance2,3. Evidence of water vole activity were searched for within 5m of the banks of 
waterbodies and any suitable habitat, evidence including: 
 

• Water voles – live sightings. 

• Latrines – distinct piles of water vole droppings found near nest sites, at the ranges of territorial 
boundaries and where the animals enter and leave the water. The presence of droppings is the only 
field sign which can be used reliably on its own.  

• Burrows – burrow entrances are typically wider than high with a diameter between 4 and 8cm. 
Generally, these burrow entrances are located at the water’s edge. 

• Feeding stations – areas with distinct neat piles of chewed lengths of vegetation along pathways or haul 
out platforms along the water’s edge. 

• Footprints – identifiable prints in soft margins of the watercourse. 

• Runways – low tunnels that are pushed through the vegetation and often leading to burrows or feeding 
stations. 

• Nest balls – woven vegetation of approximately the size and shape of a rugby ball, usually found within 
a tuft of vegetation above the water line. 

 
Reptile Habitat Suitability Check 
Habitats onsite were checked to assess whether they have changed significantly since reptile surveys were 
carried in 2021, as reported in Appendix I – Reptile Report, of the Ecological Appraisal (December 2021), such 
that their suitability to support reptiles may have increased. Surveys carried out in 2021 found a low population 
of grass snakes utilising the field margins; the majority of the field was arable and so considered unsuitable 
habitat, which the 2021 report advised to be maintained in this way to prevent the population from expanding 
across the site. 
 
If habitats are deemed to be potentially suitable for reptiles, then further surveys and a reptile translocation may 
be required. 
 
Results 
 
Badger Survey 
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