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Strutt & Parker

31 North St
Chichester
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DearHenry

Reporton Structural Inspection for We st Sussex County Counciland Strutt and Parker
Guemsey Farm, Yapton Road

Please find below myreport on the above aspermy inspection undertaken on the 16 March 2021.

Background/Brief

The following reportconcemsan inspection ofthe structure of variousbuildingsat Guemsey Farm asshown on the Block
Plan and Existing Ground Plan attached. Our brief was to undertake an inspection to confirm that the buidings are
structurally sound and capable of conversion to light industrial (Class E(g), and storage and distribution use (Class BS)
without rebuiding orsignificant akteration orextension.

Instruc tions/Inspection

Emailinstruction of25 February 2021 given on behalf of We st Susse x County Councilby Strutt and Parker. Instructionsare
accepted naccordance with The Association for Consultancy and Engineering Agreement 2 2009 “Ad vise and Report”

Ourinspection wasundertaken by our Mr Peter Willmott author of thisreport on 16™ March 2021. Qurinspection was of
visualnature only without recourse to exposure of concealed elements of struc ture.

GeneralDescription of Properties Inspected
Farm Shop

Single storeyload bearing masonry structure comprising solid externalwalls of coursed flint c onstruc tion with brick quoins
and revealsallunderslate covered pitched roofing. Itisestimated thatthisbuiding would date from the mid 1800°s. lts
mostrecent and long-term usage hasbeen asa farm shop.

Agricultural Buildings

a grouping of single storey buidings generally of precast concrete portal frame construction of “Atcost” manufacture
and lkely to date from the 1960’sand undera mixture of cormugated roofand side wallcladdingsand fairface block infill
panels. These buildings served to provide agriculturaluse. Itisnoted that the structure ofthe southe mmost of this group
of buildings is completely concealed internally by sprayed insulation and extemally by cormugated claddings. Whilst
clearly ofthe same general“Atcost” construction no commentcan be made atthe presenttime on the condition of the
concrete frames.

Ground floorconstruction forallbuilding s is solid concrete ground bearing.

Allbuidingsare generally to good line and level
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Observations/Opinion
Farm Shop

This building is of robust construction having external walls of good thickness and from a structural viewpoint allhaving
performed adequately to date. The west elevation in particularhasbeen subject of modificationsto window and door
openings and on this side of the building there is ramp access giving entry to the former shop together with feature
planters. The roof structure is largely concealed by board ceilings allat raised collarlevel and featuring timber cross
beams (4 Number) which receive purlin struts. Walls internally are dado board clad and plastered above or otherwise
concealed by display units. The floor surface at the south end isoverlain by boarding which hasbuckled upwards this
indicative of moisture uptake during the period of closure and suggesting the absence of a damp proof
membrane. Wallsare unlkely to have any damp course provisions.

Wals display minorcracking generallyatbrickrevealsand adjacent the sliding dooron the west side. Instancesofthese
observationsare recorded in the photographic appendix.

Purlins show evidence ofa degree ofsag minorin nature and typicaloftraditionalroofstructuresofthe era. Associated
with thisisa minordegree of roofundulation and spread. These mattersare allofa nature commonly encountered and
which can be readily dealt with as part of any conversion/conservation exercise. At the time of such works
comprehensive overhaulcan be expected to covera generalcondition checkofstructuraltimbersincluding eaveswall
plates.

Agricultural Building

Accepting the limitationson inspection ofthe southemmostbuilding the se structuresare ofrobustprecastconcrete portal
frame construction supporting cormgated sheet roofing via precast concrete purlins. The lean-to accommodation on
the south side ofthis group ofbuildingsisofmore recent origin and isunder profile metaldeckroofing on raftersupports.

The generalappearance ofthis group of buidingsis mared bylackofmaintenance to rainwater goods and locally to
claddingsbutthe basic structureshave performed wellto date. lackofmaintenance hasalso led to ivy growth in places
and accessbility of the buildings to pigeonshasnot helped. It hasto be noted that reinforced concrete structures are
subjectto long term deterioration caused byreinforcement corrosion thislinked to a numberoffactorsincluding concrete
quality depth of coverto reinforcementetc. From ourgeneralinspection such problemsare notevidenced asyetbuta
more comprehensive inspection to include concrete sampling and testing isadvised to enable predictionsto be made
of ongoing performance expectations and to determine if there is evidence of the onset of concrete spalling due to
reinforcement corrosion not so faridentified.

kisnoted and emphasized thatitispossible using specialist productsto enhance the durability performance ofreinforced
concrete structuresaswould be appropriate depending upon the performance life desired.

Appraisalofthe southemmostbuilding would be dependentuponexposure ofsufficient ofthe currentlyconcealed frame
elements.

Conclusion Generally

Subject to the foregoing we are satisfied from our inspections that the buildings inspected are structurally sound, of
permanent construction,and capable of conversion to light industrial(Class E(g), and storage and distribution use (Class
B8) without rebuilding or significant alteration or extension. Typically for any buidings of the age of these we would
advise fulldrainage surveys. We do notcommenton othernon-structuralmattersincluding servicesand doors/windows.

Nothing in thisreport confers or purports to conferon any third partyany benefit orany right to enforce any term of this
report pursuant to the Contract (Rights of Third Parties) Act 1999.
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Photographic Appendix

Sheets 1-3 Farm Shop showing generalappearance instances of minorcracking and wear to brick quoins: also typical
interiorroofbeamsand buckling of timberflooroverlay to formersalesarea south end.

Sheets4-5 Agriculturalbuidings showing generalappearance externally and internally.

Yours sinc erely

Peter Willmott CEng; FStruc tE
for ARCHIBAID SHAW

Enc: Photographs
Block Plan
Existing Ground Plan
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SUMMERILL ARCHITECTS
4 ROWLANDS CLOSE, BATHFORD BA1 7TZ

vivienne@summerill.com
Drawing Ref: 2056- ¥l
Date: March 2021

PROPOSED CHANGE OF USE OF EXISTING BUILDINGS
TO STORAGE, DISTRIBUTION & LIGHT INDUSTRIAL AT
_ GUERNSEY FARM, YAPTON ROAD, MIDDLETON ON SEA
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