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Properly designed, constructed and operated, new golf courses can provide multiple positive benefits
o local environments and wider communities. Those benefits can bs complex and often
interconnected but provide the opportunity to enhance quality of life and enrich landscapes and
ecosystemns. All ovar the world, sthical and environmenta!l issues are dirsctly influencing consumer
choices. Golf businessss that proactively engags with these issues are better placed for success and

o embrace the challenge.

Sustainability was part of golf in the beginning and it must be part of golf in the future, creating golf

courses that respect their surroundings and honour the natural environment.

[9¥]
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Pieass note that the exisling course at Bognor Regis Golf Club is referred to as Lidsey Green or Site
A in the material supporiing the planning application. The development of iand south of Grevatl's
Lane (referred to as Site B) into a full golf facility would see a number of multiplier benefits brought to
the local area. There would be an overall increase in biodiversity across the site, infroducing areas of
native and climate resistant species. Existing habitats, such as the rife and wooded areas, wouid be
conserved and enhanced aliowing them to positively contribute o the environment while better

supporting local ecosystems and communities.

Sustainable principles are being embedded across the project - where possible bulk construction
materials would look to be sourced locally, reducing transportation burden. Water systems on site
woulld be engineered to reduce overall demand; adopt a nature-led approach o the drainage on the
golf courss; and recapture surface and greywater water for irrigation and maintenance purposes. The

ciub would also look to renewsable energy to power their operations.

A kay part of the club’s future vision is a connsction to the local community and this development
presents an opportunity to give back to that community. An improved sports facility would be delivered
with structured access ways into the sports for more people. An improvement o the public right of
way on site can be achieved to enhance this and maks it more easily accessible for all. Providing
intern and apprentice type schemes for locals as well as looking to the local population for a staff

base are all actions the Club are keen to pursus.

it is envisioned that the development of Site B would be able to achieve international sustainability
cartifications from Building Research Establishment (BRE) and GEC Foundation for Sustainable Golf
- craating a unique area for recreation in the area while having a positive impact on the local

environment.

Key highlights being aimed for include:

s Increase the overall net habitat / biodiversity levels by more than 10% across the property
from 2020 levels.

s Proposing improvements to a section of the PROW that passes through the site and provision
of a new fooipath connecting that PROW to a new pedestrian / cycle crossing on the A258,
which will allow connections to the PROW on the north side of the road.

s Readucing overali waler demand and maximising the use of re-captured water from on sile.
This would involve capturing course run off, surface and rainwater run off, and greywatler from

the clubhouse, maintenance buildings and washdown areas.
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This Sustainability Blueprint (SBP) has been prepared by GEQ Foundation (GEQ), on behalf of the
applicant, Hallam Land Managemsnt (HLM) in support of a full planning application for a new golf

course on land south of Grevatt’s Lans {Site B) to Arun District Council.

The 38P intends fo present a concise summary of the proposed sustainability outcomes generated by
the project. It aims to outline the practical ways in which this proposed golf course facility would

bensfit local communities, individuals, and the environment.

The SBR also forms the key milestone report, for Bognor Regis Golf Club {the Golf Club} on the

process of aiming to receive the GEQ Certified® Development mark.

The GEO Certified® Development mark is the international sustainability certification system for goif
design and construction. lf represents the highest available standard of sustainable design and
construction for the golf industry and is overseen by the International Social and Environmental
Labelling Aliiance {ISEAL).

For more information about the sustainable golf certification please see Appendix A
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The Golf Club and HLM are working in partnership to secure the long-term future of the Golf Club
through relocation {o a benchmark new vanue that would be faciliiated by the redevelopment of the

existing course for new homes and parkland.

The proposed development comprises the laying out of an 18 hole 72 par golf course, a 8 hole
golf course, practice greens and a driving range, including a buggy compound; the formation of
a new access onto the AZ58; the construction of a club house with asscciated golf club facilities;
the construction of a maintenance building and external area of hardstanding; the laying of
parking, new roads and paths; new landscape planting; surface watler drainage basins and water

storage reservoirs; and other earthworks and infrastruciure.

The proposed golf course siemenis are:
s 18 hole par 72 golf course
s 9 hole golf course
s Practice gresns

s Driving range

The project team includes:

s Projsct Owner: Hallam Land Management and Bognor Regis Golf Club
= Golf Course Architect; European Golf Design (Gary Johnston)

s rrigation Design Irritech

s Plannsars: LEM Planning

= Civii Engineen W3P

s Architect: Noviun

s Landscape Architact Urban Wiidemass

= Ecology: FPCR

s Transport: RPS

s Agricultural Land: Kernon Countryside Consultant
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The purpose of this ‘Project Overview’ section of the report is to provide a brief overview of the
context of Site B with respect o the main factors potentially influencing sustainability. The Site B

information is drawn primarily from the baseline studiss undertaken.

Site B is located close 1o the south coast of England near o the large port city of Portsmouth and
approximately 2 hours travel South West of London. it is very well connected by cycle and car
infrastructure as well as local public transport connections. National Cycle Route two runs across the
top of the site along the A259%. The nearest international airport is Gatwick Airport and the nearsst

train station is located in Bognor Regis with direct trains to London Victoria station.
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Figure 1 Context Map {(Source: (

® Hiipsiaxpiore.osmaps convend G.7910668kon
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In 2020 the estimated population of Bognor Regis was recorded as 70,236 with a population density
of 4,244/Km*. Bogner Regis is home to one of the Butlins resorts which would draw in a large number
of tourists each year — approximately 75% coming from the South East of England®. Agriculture and
tourism are the two prominent industries in the local area. There are currently approximately 43 golf

courses active in the West Sussex area®, Bognor Regis Golf Club is the one of only a few golf

courses in the local area. This proposed course would be a replacement for the existing Bognor Ragis
Golf Club on Site A

Refer to Environmental Staterment for more detailed information on Site B.

There is a strong emphasis on agriculture within the area, a number of arable fields surround Site B.
The local area boasts a warm/temperate climate with temperatures averaging around 11.0 °C and
928mm of rainfall per year. November is the wettest month with approximatsly 117mm of rainfall on
average while May is the driest with 54mm. Temperatures vary throughout the year with average

iows of 5.5°C in February and averags highs of 17.1°C in July’.

There are six statutory sites of international importance located within a 15km radius of Site B. Thaese
sites include Solent and Dorset Coast SPA located 0.5km southwest, Pagham Harbour
Ramsar/SPA/SS3S1 10.8km southwest, Duncton to Bignor Escarpment SAC 11.5km north, Arun Valley
Ramsar/SPA/SAC 12.2km north, Chichester and Langstone Harbours Ramsar/SPA/SSSI 14.5km

north-west and Solent Maritima SAC 14 .5km north-west.

Thare is one Local Wildiife Site (LWS), Elmer Rocks LWS, located 410m south within a 1kmy search
radius of Site B. This site is dasignated for supporting vegetated shingle, an internationally rare
habitat. The intertidal area supports a diverse community including intertidal sand and eight ‘Rock
islands’ constructed in the early 1990s in the mid-tide zone fo form a coastal defence against the
eroding coastline. The rock islands havs provided a habitat type that is very rare, if not unique, in

Waest Sussex. The area of trees on the west and south of Site B are classified as TPOs®,

54 _bognor_regis/

Survey-raport-1.pd
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Sits B covers an area of approximately 73.7ha and is located to the south of Grevatt's Lane at the
eastern edge of the Bognor Regis urban area. The sits is primarily used for agricultural (arable)
purposes and is generally flat. The sile comprises three field parcels and the boundaries comprise a

variety of woodland, hedgerows and tress. Ryebank Rife separates the northern and southem fields.
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Figure 3: Site Map (Sowrcer Google Barth)



Bevond the woodland at the southern boundary lies the northem edge of Anclon and residential
properties located there. Gravatt's Lans {AZ58) forms the northern boundary. Access to the site is
from Grevatl's Lane and a private road leading to the eastern boundary which is an agricultural
access. To the west and sast are agricultural fields, whilst there is a small industrial complex, Baird's

Business Park, to the north east.

As described, the sife is predominantly flat and slightly slopes from Northwest to Southeast with some
shallow depressions across the site (a high of +4m Above Crdinance Datum (AQD) to a low of +2m
{AODY)). The majority of Site B comprises of a mix of grade 2, 3a and 3b quality soils®. Around half of
Site B (mainly southern section) is made up of freely draining, slightly acidic, loamy soils while the

majority of the land is loamy soils with naturally elevated groundwater levels close to the surface™.

Ryebanik Rife (a small river) runs directly through the site, acting as a natural separation and
annexing the top section of the site. This part of the Rife was not free flowing, slightly obstructsd in
places by overgrown vegetation and appearsd to contain standing ground water. There are two

drainage ditches run along the east and west borders of the site coming from the Ryebank Rife.

ot Pegis Gol Cow wrenial Statement, Agricuiure & Solls, Section 14.4

A fandis anguiisoiscapes
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Tha waler on the easiern boundary appeared io be fliowing at a siow rate, at roughly haliway down

Site B this split into two, one ditch remaining on site and ending at the residential area, the second
outwith the site and continuing its route to the sea. Surface water run-off runs primarily fowards the
eastern tributary due to the very slight slops of the site. WSF have undertaken extensive flood

modelling and the extent of areas subjact to flood risk are shown at Figure 5 below.
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Figure 8 Public Fight of Way fop feft) and Anclon Woods ffop dghi. Typical views to the north (hotfom faff} and mixed

boundary iee bell along westermn edgs (botforn sght) (Source: Authon

There are some good views stretching north whils standing at the southermnmost portion of the site. A
public right of way (PROW) runs along the western edge of Site B. Ths flattish nature of Sits B

presants itself favourably for the promotion of walking golf.

The existing land use of Site B provides low value in biodiversity terms with the majority of Site B
dominated by arable crops. The existing hedgerows and free bells likely provide habital and forage

ground for bat and avifauna species {(including Daubenton’s Bat Myolis daubenifoniid and Natter's Bat

Myotis nattereri)’’.

All the watercourses within Site B's boundary have steep sided banks and appear (o be denssly
vegetated with little diversity in that vegetation as seen in Figure 4. This dense vegetation aiong the
watercourses also appears to be having a detrimental effect on the health of the agualic habitat within

those watercourses throughout Site B.

The Ryebank Rife itself is lined with a mix of trees while the drainage ditches are lined with low lying
scrub vegstation. The tres survey by FPCR indicates the tree group along the majority of the western
boundary is of ‘High Quality’ in accordance with BS 5837:2012 - this group does contain some
undesirable species such as Lawson Cypress (Chamaecyparis lawsornian) and the same tree species
can be sesn in the line of trees identified as H1. The remaining tree groups are identified and ‘Low’ or

‘Moderate’ Quality.

The line of trees {H1) that infersects the southern field, is fairly dense at points and contains a mix of

young free spacies and appears {o be fairly recently established. Site B is flankad by a thin mature

wooded area along the south {Ancton Woods), west and east boundariss.

" Empvdronmiental Staiament

[

ARUN DISTRICT COUNCIL M/16/22/PL



Howeaver, this land is also dominated by arable crop cover and has a low mixed hedgerow that
encloses it on the northem boundary towards the A25%9 and a mix of tree and hedgerow planting (o

the southern boundary.

Figure 72 Typleal view of the Northwestern portion of the site {Souwres: Authior)

&

The proposed development comprises the laying out of an 18 hole 72 par golf course, a 8 hole
golf course, practice greens and a driving range, including a buggy compound; the formation of
a new access onto the AZ59; the construction of a club house with associated golf club facilities;
the construction of a maintenance building and external area of hardstanding; the laying of
parking, new roads and paths; new landscape planting; surface watler drainage basins and water

storage reservoirs; and other earthworks and infrastruciure.

The proposed golf course siemenis are:
s 18-hole par 72 golf course
s 9-hole goif course
s Practice gresns

s Driving range

The proposals indicate a significant increase in the amount of rough grassland habitat, aguatic
habitat, hedgerows, trees and marginal wetland/ditch habitats. One aim of the proposals is o
significantly increase the overall biodiversity gains at the Site by at least 10%. Further details of this

are provided in the scological appraisal and biodiversity net gain calculations supporting the

application.
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The proposed scheme also aims to infegrate local community benefits and improvemenis such as
upgrades to the public right of way and its connectivity, inclusion of interpretation signage to raise
awareness of the local environmesnt and snhancsd connections to the national cycle pathway

network.

The proposed contempaorary golf facilities are intended to present an inclusive and accessible
environment for people of all goifing and physical abilities and are designed to act as a pathway into

the sport as well as presenting a challenge for experienced players.

The golf architect for the development has stated the following:

‘Qur vision for the site is to create a development that delivers a sporting, recreational and cultural asset
for the region, with a sustainable, enduring future, recognising the heritage of Bognor Regis Golf Ciub

while providing a facility fit for purpose for this century.

HLM are commitied o delivering a sustainable development that responds fo current conditions, and
anficipales fulure conditions, with the overall aim of providing a high quality environment for sporting,

recraafional and cultural use.

The master plan has been landscape led in order fo sensitively infegrate the development within the
environment in which it will sit. The Green Infrastructure will refain as much of the existing fealures of

the site as possible, while still alfowing a logical and operationally sound facility.

Given the arable nature of the land, there is little existing vegelation internal fo the site with the exception
of that associated with the Ryebank Rife. While limited disturbance to the vegelation is necessary to
allow a cohesive routing of the proposed golf course, this disturbance will be miligated through
additional planting and enhancement of that existing. In addition, the resulting goff course under an
agreed Management Flan will significantly enhance diversity, habitat creation and the overall landscape

guality of the land.

The development, also referred to as the site’ or ‘the golf course’, will reflact the highest quality of
design, construction and maintenance found in the area, while responding io the necessity io creale a
sustainable course for the 271% century, whether sustainability is measured as a factor of environment,

resource (including walter} usage, carbon reduction, and economic performance.

Design Principles and Sustainability Measures

s Support local economic growth and employment, both during construction and operation;

s Create a landscape and sporting facility in which healthy, aclive lifestyles can be pursued;
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s [dentify ways and means to improve resifience and adaptabiiity to fong term climate changes;
s Maximise biodiversity value;
s ntegrate the scheme info its surrcundings ensuring that the character of the development is

appropriate 1o the wider context of the seting;”
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All buildings built on Site B would be done so in a sustainable manner, they would be built to
BREEAM standards with a goal of achieving at least a ‘Very Good’ score. This means they would be
within the top 25% of BREEAM rated buildings.

To achieve this rating a number of sustainable measures and technigues would be implemented
including the following. Principle contractors would hold 1SO 14001 or equivalent, energy use
consumptions would be monitored through construction and energy sfficient systems and controls

would be used throughout the buildings.

it is the intention here io create a waicoming ciubhouse environment and all its Tacilities would be fully
accessible and appealing o both members and non-members sspecially local residents. Ensuring
that there is a o strong connection between to golf club and the local community is an important

factor for the Golf Club and the clubhouse can become the hub of this connection.

The sustainahility credentials of the golf maintenance facility proposed on Site B is covered by the
certification from the GEQ Foundation for Sustainable Golf. This would remain in line with the goals of
the entire development. Greywater recycling facilities would be installed fo reduce the reguirement for
fresh water being pumped to the facility. The same methodology would be used in washdown areas

here, a ‘closad-loop’ type system would see the wash water cleaned and reused.

By establishing micro-renewables in a sensible fashion, this technology can be used to power the
entire maintenance facility or certain aclivities carried out here (e.g., charging golf carts and
maintenance vehicles). The likes of Sclar P.V. panels can be installed on the roof of the facility

meaning no further land area would be needed for this type of infrastructure.

All buildings here are designed to fit in with character of the surrounding landscape while also
providing adequate space and conditions for all activities it would be used for while using local

matsrials wherever possibla.
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The proposed sustainability targets for Site B are detailed within the 'Sustainability Roadmap’ section,
this intends to ensure that the schems at Site B is designed and subsequently built o the highest
sustainabiiity standards. The proposed targels are set against the widely understood agenda of
nature based targets, resource efficiencies, climate action and community activity -~ also acting as a

guide for Site B fowards the aim of achieving GEO Certified® Development status.

The proposal’s sustainability vision is focused on a benchmark golf facility that can contribute to the
environmental restoration of the agricultural land while also provide a nationally revered contemporary
golf facility close to the original location of Bognor Regis Golf Club. The proposals should make
significant biodiversity contributions and help the proposed golf course become a demonstrator for

sustainable golf design and, in time, long-term conservation land management practices.

HLM recognise the importance of the natural environment and significance of factoring it info their

developmant plans/designs.

‘..it is essential that an area’s natural and fistoric enviraswnant is refained and that good design

o
principies are employed throughout.” {Source HLM Website)
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There is a real opportunity on Site B o have a significant and positive impact on the site and

i,
G
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A,

surround’s biodiversity levels. As the site is currently used as arable agricultural land there is a distinet
tack of biodiversity. The proposals provide the chance (o introduce a wide variety of native flora and
fauna back fo the area utilising several new habitat iypes such as new native woodland, contiguous

patches of rough grassiand, marginal wetland, linear hedgerows and ditches, and native scrub areas.

Existing watercourses/drains on site can be improved through the sensitive re-vegstation of their

banks, which currently negatively impact the water flow and health of thess aguatic environmeanis.

Comprshensivs tree management and planting plans could not only see a of large numbsrs of native
trees brought onto site and established, but also the enhancement of the existing wooded areas. This
proactive woodland management also gives the opportunity to remove non-native or diseased

spacies such as Fagus sylvatica and Cupressus x leylandii.

The nature goals will aim 1o be delivered by:

Aiming to increase the overall net habitat / biodiversity levels by at least 10% across the
property. It is intended that Biodiversity Net Gain should continue o grow over the years.
Further details of this are provided in the ecological appraisal supporting application.
Significantly increase the number of open waler areas, ditches and marginal wetiand habitats
on the site.
Proposing a proactive woodland management plan existing woodland area that aims to
egnhance and increase woodland areas and removing diseased trees and ceriain problem

species.
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Water is a core consideration for the proposais on Site B and the designs proposed promote a nature
based sclution both to the drainage of the surface water and to the reuse and recapture of water for
any required irrigation purposes. Elemsnts of the proposed surface water drainags system include
open water ditches, swales, raingardens, open water retention and detention areas, and wetland
marginal habitats. This approach should also resuit in a lower than typical amount of plastic pipe

required to drain the golf holes - reducing overall impact of the water management proposals.

In a bid to reduce the volume of potable water used on site there are a number of technigues being
implemented to reuse water. The irrigation system on site can be fed primarily by harvested rainwater
runoff coming from the course as well as hardstanding areas such as the car park and maintenance
area. Graywater recycling in the clubhouse and maintsnancs facilities would further reducs potable
watsr Luse. Vehicle washdown areas should be either on a closed Ipop system or feed info the
rainwater harvesting reservoir. This hierarchy of water sources would help control the water use on

site.

Given the experience of the Golf Club, long term resource efficiencies are targeted during the design
stage o propose a goif facility with the lowest possible resource use in energy, waler and waste
areas. 1he proposed infrastructure of the facility is contemporary and utilises the iatest technoiogiss

and knowledgs to reduce the Golf Club's construction and future operational resource uss.

There is an intention to ensure that where possible the majority of the materials used are sourced
iocally. The fact there are good transport links to the site and a course has been built in the area
pefore heip contribute to this goal. Where possible, recycled materials will be used throughout the golf
course whether that be recyclaed gravel below the turfgrass or signage from the timber of ramoved

trees. This approach will further contribute to the sustainable procurement ideal.

Other resource efficient measures are also proposed, including BV charging poinis to be used by staff
and the public giving these spaces priority locations to encourage the use of EV further. Installation of
Solar PV panels and other micro renewables are proposed can help generate the power to be used
for the proposed ali-electric golf carts for exampie. There is also the infention fo incorporate some

electric/nybrid vehicles into the maintenance fleet where the appropriate kit is available and viable.

The new development on Site B gives an opportunity to integrate a modern approach to waste
rmanagement, this would primarily encourage a reduction in the waste generation by users and would

involve the likes of raising awareness of waste reduction measures and employing segregated waste
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bins arpund the course as well as ensuring 100% of the green waste generaled is handled, stored

and reused on site.

The Goif Club have the intention to register with the OnCourse® sustainable goif system as part of
their long term sustainability commitment. This will drive continual improvement across the

development.
The resource goals will aim {o be delivered by:

s Proposals for a nature led solution to Site B drainage proposals such as open water ditches,
swales, raingardens, open water retention and detention areas, wetiand and marginal
habitais.

s 100% of construction materials needed for the golf course construction could be sourced from
local suppliers within 150KM of site wherever possible.

s Minimise the area of intensively managed {urfgrass surfaces to be restricled across the golf
holes.

s Explore the procurement of slactric or hybrid powered maintenance machinery and golf cart

fleat to provids more than 10% of the flest to be powersd in these ways.
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The proposal aims to secure improvemesnts to the PROW at the site. The enhancements proposed o
the environment and land management should result in an improvement in environmenial quality,
pathway condition and improved year-round accessibility of the site compared to current conditions

and safsr psdestrian accsss across the A259.

it is the intention to improve the connectivity in the local area. There is potential to significantly
enhancs a stretch of the existing right of way and improve the surfacing to make it safer and mors
accsssible for a wider range of users. This would also make a strongsr and better connection to the
proposed clubhouse location for mors than just road users. To further enhance the guality of the right
of way, interpretation boards could be instalied which ook to raise environmental awareness as well

aducate on local cultural heritage.

The Golf Club’s proposed lay out and the inclusion of @ 9-hole golf course would give a good gateway
into the sport for younger generations as well as first tima and oider golfers. it is also tha intention of

the Golf Club, with such a high quality proposed new golf facility, to build relationships with local
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schools and community groups, giving them golf access o areas of the site and possibly creating a
golf school or lsarning centrefinitigtive affiliated with the Golf Club.

in terms of future staffing

<0

the Golf Club would creale a seasonal internship programme for
gresnkeeping staff aimed at both school leavers and older people alike. Initiatives like this would
provide valuable training to those involved and potentially lead to permanent work placement at the
Golf Club or another similar specialist sector, it is likely that these internships would be promotsd to
the local community initially. The course at Site B has the potential to increase employment further in

the area by increasing the number of green staff as well as pro shop staff from the existing club.

A future goal of the Golf Club may be to try and atiract future local, regional or national golf
tournaments. Site B has the potential guality to host national level par 3 tournaments, while the 18-

hole course could host more local and regional elite amatsur competitions.

The community goals will specifically be delivered by

s Proposing improvements o a section of the PROW that passes through the site
and provision of a new footpath connecting that PROW 1o a new pedestrian / cycle
crossing on the A259, which will allow connections to the PROW on the north side of the
road.

s Exploring the enhancemaent of the pathway along the wesiern border of the sile {o include
interpretation signage describing iocal species, the golf course and any cultural lems of

interest.

3

Plan for proactive recruitment of locally based staff and establishment of a staff progression

scheme within the golf maintenance tearn to prormote intern and apprenticeship placemeants.
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o Tanget - - SUPPORTING
THEME PROJECT TARGETS . e
Code DOCUMENTATION
N1 Alm to increase the overall net habitat / biodiversily levels across the property by at least 10%. i is intended that Ervircnmental Staterment
Biodiversity Net Gain should continue to grow over the years. Over 10 hectares of new tres and shiub areas is intended
o be plantad.
N2 Look to enhiance the environmental quality and health indicators of all the axisting open water and watercourses on Site | Drainage Plan
B. Environmental Statement
N3 Significantly increase the number of open water areas, ditches and marginal wetland habitats on the site. Landscape Plan
Environmental Statement
N4 Attempts would be made to create wildiife cormidors connecting varying habitats across the site creating contiguous Environmental Statement
habitat patches.
N5 The scheme aims to encourage pollinator species e.g. bees, butterflies to be attracted by using a mix of poliinator Habitat management plan
preferred plant species in the plant and seed mixes where appropriate. Landscape Plan
NG it can be a goal of the schema to enhance the quality of existing woodiand habitats on Site By planting primarily native Waoodland management plan.
spacies and selectively thinning and removing diseased trees where needed.
N7 Propose a long-term mornitoring plan for the watar anvironmant with regular checks of water quatity indicators inalf open | Environmental Statement
waler bodies and at outfalls from the site ensuring that quality does not drop balow baseline standards sat pre-
construction could be established.
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o Tanget - - SUPPORTING
THEME PROJECT TARGETS
DOCUMENTATON
Propose a long-term robust monitoring plan of the flora and fauna species found on sife — fargeting a year-or-year Environmental Statement
increase in populations and relative heslth of the habitats for example increasad bat population.
intention to implement a nature-based solution to main site drainage proposals such as open water ditches, swales, Drainage Plan
open water ratention and detention areas, wetland and marginal habitats. Environmental Statement
R2 Racapture surface water across the property o be directed towards water bodies initially fo create retention ponds that Drainage Plan
overflow (by purnp) to the irigation storage pool. Environmental Statement
R3 Ensure no overall net increase in green field run off rates from the site and no net increase in flood risk as a result of Drainage Plan
drainage and site grading proposals. Grading Plan
¥}
11
£
8 R4 Propose the integration of micro scale re~capture and re-use of rainwater at the maintenance facility for wash down of Maintenance Facility designs
é maintenance equipment pUrPoses.
R5 Explore the potential fo supplement any imigation water demand through the capture of greywater and rainwater within Building designs
the buiiding and external hard landscape designs. Landscape plan
Rs There would be an intended commitment fo the long term sustainable operations of the golf course with minimal Sustainability Blueprint
fertilizer, pesticide and herbicide applications — recordad online through use of OnCourse® sustainable management
web application.
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Targel SUPPORTING

THEME PROJECT TARGETS
Code DOCUMENTATON
R7 The maintenance vehicles shall contain a proportion of eleciric or hybrid powered vehicles. Sustainability Blueprint
RS 100% of golf carts can be powerad by elechic. Sustainability Blueprint
RS Propose the use of minimal use of gravels for greens, tees and drainage construction on site and aim to maximise the Design and Access Statement

arnount of graved from recycdled sources.

R10 The intention is to balance the cut and fill operation on-site to result in zero material or the site. Grading Plan
R11 Efforts shall be made to establish an onsite turf nursery to improve future resilisnce to supply chein and allow on-site Golf Plan

fraining, learming and testing of equipment, staff and turf specias.

R12 Look to establish an onsite ‘green waste’ composting faclity to be able to compost 100% of the landscape gresn wasts | Waste management plan

generated through typical maintenance practices of the goif course and surrounding landscape.

R13 Put in place a comprehensive Construction Waste Managament Plan with the aim of reinimising waste generated Environmental Statement
during consfruction going fo a landfill site. Wherever possible the waste management hierarchy of reduce, reuse or

recycle before landfill would be implemented.

R14 Electric charging points as well as cydle parking provision for members, the public and staff could be put in place. The Landscape plan

carpark can be fulurepracfed to facilitate for changes.
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Target - - SUPPORTING
PROJECT TARGETS
Code DOCUMENTATON
R15 Minimise the area of intensively managed lurfgrass surfaces to be restricted across the goif holes. Grassing plan
R16 Anirrigation plan could be astablished to ensure that the minimal amount of water is used on site and areas are orfy Irrigation plan
watered when required.
R17 A fres transplant policy could be adopled to target the reuse and translocation of as many of the existing frees to be Tree management plan.
removed as possible. This would be subject to iming consiraints and there is a percentage of transplants that would nict
be successiul.
R18 Achieve a ‘very good standard of BREEAM assessmient for the clubhouse building on site. Planning Staternent and
Design and Access Statement
R19 Explore the potential for using micro renewables onto all maintenance buildings. This can be used fo power the fleet. Building designs

Enhance the pathway along the western border of the site to improve surface quality and include interpretation signage

describing local spedies, the golf course and any cultural items of interest.

Design and Access Statement

Proposing improvements 1o a section of the PROW that passes through the site and provision of a new foctpath
cornecting that PROW fo a new padestrian / cyde crossing on the AZ53, which will allow connections to the PROW on

the north side of the road.

Transport plan

Landscape plan
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- - SUPPORTING
PROJECT TARGETS
DOCUMENTATON

National Cyde Route Two to be better connected 1o the proposed access {o Site B, and this could form part of muli- Landscape plan
miodal transport promotion for both staff and visitors. Transport plan
Agreasments with local schools and community groups would aim to allow access to the new faciitias, infroducing the Sustainability Bluaprint
sport to new audisnces.
Plan for proactive recruitment of locally based staff and establishmant of a staff prograssion scheme within the golf Sustainability Bluaprint
maintenance team to promote intern and apprenticeship placements.
Thera is the opportunity to create a diverse golf offering to accomimodate all levels, ages and abilities of plaver and Design and Access Statement
encourage an atmosphere of tofal inclusion at the facility.
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! have had the opporiunity to review the Sustainability Blueprint in conjunction with the

supporting information, including the Environmental Statement (ES) prepared by Hallam Land

Management, and have the following poinis for consideration.

ARUN DISTRICT COUNCIL M/16/22/PL

A robust and comprehensive process of investigation, evaluation, iterative design,
incorporation of appropriate environmeantal measures to avoid, minimise and
mitigate/compensate predicted environmental effects has been completed. Thisisin
accordance with relevant legisiation and policy and is documented in the ES. This
process adds a greater level of rigour, scruliny and legal regulation in comparison to
other goif course development projects not subject to Environmental impact Assessment

and therefore should provide additional reassurance and accountabiiity.

Based on the information reviewed in the ES, the Site B selection, course design and
construction approach (when compared to other more sensitive alternative locations,
should they be available for this development) is deemed o be appropriate. If the project
is delivered in accordance with the information sat out in, and the findings of the ES,
alongside the forthcoming planning determination process and associated planning
conditions, legal obligations and all associated permits and licences, is predicted 1o result

in acceptable non-significant negative effects and a range of positive effects.

The Environment Act 2021 has also introduced further mechanisms and targsts for
minimum environmental protection and quality, alongside existing legislation, policy and
best practice, which includes the use of the Defra 3 biodiversity metric to support the
design, guantification and deliverability of Bicdiversity Net Gain (BNG). Ongoing

monitoring against this standard is proposed.

in my independent view, the Sustainability Blueprint sets out a robust, tried and tested
framework and project specific standards to inform, develop, measure and hold
accountable the design, construction and operation of the Bognor Regis Golf Club

project.

The project is clearly aligned with the Sustainabilily Targets set out include blueprint,
demonstrating multiple environmentai and community benefits including to nature,

resources, and community with 32 specific measurable Targets setf across these themes,



which are underpinned by the ES, the outcome of the planning process and legisiative

framework.

+ itis considered that the key opporiunities and benefits {(which relate to the Targets)
include those to blodiversity (including construction supervision, measurable BNG gains,
introduction of woodland management and extent, new water bodies, new species rich
grassland and features for fauna), a landscape led design that will complement the local
area, restoring features currently absent and respecting existing sensitive view paints,
likely improvemesnts in water quality through baving a stable vegetated surface, use of a
suitable sustainable drainage treatment train, reduction in on and off-site fiood risk,
consideration of climate change and implementation of resilience measures, sustainable
design and operation (including buildings, reuse / efficiency in use of water, use of
renewables and electric buggies and equipment, waste and resource minimisation and
recycling/reuse), opporiunities for employment, skill development and education that at
least replace those associated with the current land use, the economic multipiler benefits
from a quality golf club operation, new pedesirian connectivity and improvemenis to
existing Public Rights of Way, and the new opportunity for sport, racreational and
associated health and wellbeing opportunities for the local community and wider

popuiation, which includes greater access to golf for all ages.

Considering all of the above, and noting the forthcoming robust and interactive process
associated with considering and determining the planning application and the requirements of
the associated planning policies and legisiation, including those associated with Environmeantal
impact Assessment and protection of the natural and built environment, | recommend that the
Bognor Regis Golf Club project should progress on OnCourse® Development Programme
towards GEO Certified® Development status.

MATTHEW JOHNS BSc MSc CEnv MCIEEM FGS

independent Verifier for the Bognor Regis Golf Club Project
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Tha content of the Sustainability Biueprint V1 is drawn from information contained within exiting
project documentation and surveys carried out by consultants hired by HLM. it reflects information
correct at the time of writing, it is possible that new information will become available after the
completion of this report. This new information would be incorporated into fufure revisions of this

report or in the subseguent stages of the certification reporting.

i
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The GEQ Certified® Development mark distinguishes the world's most sustainable golf

developmeants. it gives credible recognition to projects which demonstrate leadership

R N _ - . \ . . - ,
\\\\\\\%\‘ from iccal through to global level in all thres pillars of sustainability; environment,

society, and economy.

The process is assessed against a set of Internationally recognisad Yoluntary Sustainability
Standards which are overseen by the international Social and Environmental Labslliing (ISEAL)
Alliance.”® GEO also set ambitious and project specific sustainability targets for sach development,

whether or not the club reach these fargets also contributes foward achieving the certification.

The project is independently verified at key milestones corresponding to the following stages of golf

development:
1, Dasign
2. Construction
3. Completion

This Sustainability Biueprint V1 report corresponds {o the design stags of the certification process.

For more details of the certification system, its process and assurance model visit

Bognor Regis Golf Club formaily registered in the OnCourse® Developments programme in October
2021
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Below is an excerpt of the design stage related criteria from the Internationally recognised Voluntary

Sustainability Standards for golf deveiopments. The full version can be found at

» =
T\ N}
X
N\\\\\\ Nature
Criterion | Objective Detailed Performance Requirements
DN1B Develop clear understanding of species, habitats, | Study in detail ecology, hydrology, designations,
hydrology and geomorphology soiffs, geology and geomorphology of the site.
Any invasive species to be identified and
managed appropriately. 4
DNZ2B Ensure goif course and landscape design Avold predetermined artificial or enforced design
typoiogy is cleary compatible with site and styles.
surroundings
DN3B Protect the most valuable landscape, cultural and | Avold ecological hot spots and sensitive
ecological features landscape zones.
Retain existing valuable and/or protected
freas, habitais and cultural sites
DN4B Use native or locally important species in Landscape planting to maximise native,
landscaping designs, and drought-tolerant naturalised, locally adapted and important
varieties if applicable species (exceptions for some sites where
aesthetic or cultural heritage issues are relevant,
or for garden areas).
DNEB Ensure that any topographic changes protect and | Ensure no degradation o existing landscape
enhance landscape character character.®
DNGB Caonsider whether open water is appropriate Provide dlear justification for any open water in
desert/arid locations.
DN7B Minimise pofiution fiom maintenance facility Plan early how to integrate best practice
poliution control maastras into maintenance
facility design.

' National or regional advice shouid be sought for the appropriate course of action o handle invasive species.
5 The design and impact of assodiated infrastructure such as roads are not subject to this criterion.

[
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DNEB

Flan an ecologically rich landscapett

Mendimise the integration of native hiabitats and

ecology in the design.’’

DNSB

Maximise habitat patch sizes and connectivity

Internal habitat patches to be large enough for
identified key species.
Link internal paiches, maximise habital size, and

craate connections to wider landscape habitats.

DN1ORB

Adopt a ‘natural systems’ approach to water
management, considering water guality and

habitat creation

Utilise natural soakaways, attenuation areas,
swales and turfgrass biofiters.

Incorporate vegetative buffer zones info
dasign.’®

Aliow seasonal flooding where possitie.
Demonstrate that water table control does not
adversely impact upon the quality of surounding

water and habitats."®

Naturalise any water features as far as possible

Create diverse, living lakes and watlands
suitable to the site, masdmising ecological value

as far as practical.?®

DN12B

Minimise visual infrusion of bunkers, tees and

green complexes on visually sensitive sites

No significant adverse impacts on visual amenity

of key receptors or viewpoints.

Consider the visual impact of core golf buildings

Avaid prominent or highly exposed positions and
breaking skvlines. External materials to be in

keeping with geographical region.

DN14i

Use permeable surfaces

Hard surfacas ort the golf course property, such
as cart paths, to be made of permeable

rmaterials.

Minimise the extent of intensively managed

turfgrass areas

Minimum area of the site within the development
boundary o bacoma intensively managed

turfgrass.

DNl

increase ecological interast of the external skin of

the core golf buildings

Utilise ecological building techniques such as

green roofs, green walls and insect housing.

DN7

Minimise the visual impact of signage and

furniture

Maximise the use of local sustainably sourced
materials and position o integrate with the

surroundings.

downstream watershad management and incre
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™ Resources

Criterion | Objective Detailed Performance Requirements

DR1B Ensure responsible use of site and sumounding Undertake and analyse baseline surveys to

water resources, including watershed ansura informed water resource dacisions and
implement recommendations, particularly on water
sourcing.

DR2B Seek opportunities to minimisa energy use in Design to minimise energy uss and demonstrate

design how this is achieved.

DR3B Minimise impact on key hydrologica and flood Avoid these areas for built development and net

zones on site if applicable positive fill.

DR4B Minimise volurme of earthwork Design a cotrse which does not require excessive
earthworks in order 1o minimise fuel use during
consiuction.

DRSB Maximise imigation water efficiency When needed, install irigation systems and
technologies, such as weather stations, to deliver
the correct amount of water most efficiently to the
smaliest possible area.

Restrict irrigation only fo genuine pricrity areas

G yicg priaiy
with flexibility in the system to control application
areas.
Identify ways goif course imigation water can come
from recycled or ‘off grid’ sources.®

DREB Use local materials Minimise the average total distance construction
materials will ravel. Give praference to onsils or
locally, responsibly and sustainably sourced
materials where feasible.

DR7B Selact best-adapted turf specias and culiivars for Mandmum siress, disease, temperature and

the local environmeantal conditions and to minimise | droughi-rasistant species o be selecied whare
long-term resource requirements possible.

24 . . C . .
' The quality and potential impact of using recycled water on the focal environment must be assessed before
uiiiising recycied water sourcesas irrigation waler sources.
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Select grass spedies with rmodarate maintenarnice
raquirements such as mowing and top dressing
rates.

Consider these long-term maintenance impacts,
budgets and the final quality of the playing surfac

in the dacision-making process.

DREB

Optimise location of core golf buildings o banefit

from natural heating, cooling and lighting

Analyse the location and aspact of core golf

buildings.

DRSB

Reduce fuel use in maintenance

Consider ease of maintenance access and
mowing regimes to avold excessive fuel use.
Consider the use of elecltic- or hybrid- powered

maintenance machinary.

DR10B

Maximise the energy efficiency of drainage design

Justify the use of piped drains in light of criterion
DN10B.

Maxdimise the energy efficiency of irrigation systern

Design irigation systam to maximise benefits of
topography, soil type and climatic conditions.
Design irmigation system fo optiniise use of pipe
and wire. Consideration to be given to use of
recycled HDPE or an equivalent high-guaiity pipe

material.

DR12B

Minirnise fuel use in buggies

Design a golf course that can be walked where
climate and ferrain permit.

Use electric- or hybrid-powered buggies i they are
required.

Use recycled matarials and materials with

recycled content

Maximisa the integration of recydled material into
the supply chain.

Where available, maximise use of certified
products and materials equal to ISEAL Alliance

standards.

Manage precipitation onsite?”

Define the amount of precipitation to be retained
and released from the site.
Optimise the water management design to benefit

the entire watershed.

DR1S

Consider development as ‘net zero energy’

Assess the poterttial of onsite or local renewables

stich as solar panals.

# Ensure 2 il understanding of the watershed and consider any polential detrimental effects on ofher connected ilems such as
downsireamwatershed management and increased soil damage.
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Assess the feasibility of exporting onsite-
generated enargy back to the national grid.

Integrate either or both where possible.

DR1gi

integrate re-use and re-cycling of water around

cove goff buiidings

Where possible, utifise harvested rainwater for
greywater for golf and landscape imigation as well

as cart and machinery wash down.?

Achieve an appropriate sustainability certification

for the non-golf buildings within the property

Undertake an appropriate sustainability
cettification from the relevant authority/

organisation for alf non~galf buildings on the

property.

23 ee of harvesiad raimwater must be in accordance with relevant ingisiation.
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Community

Criterion

Sustainability Objective

Detailed Performance Reguirements

DC1B

Define supply chain of products andmaienals

identfy Key opportunities and challengas in
materials supply and damonsirate how thay

can beaddrassed.

DC2B

Undeartake lncal consultation

Consult with local community and advertise to
raise local awareness. Encourage input
through meetings/ open days, inwriting, by

phone and viasmail,

DC3B

Protact cultural heritage

Design to profect and/or incorporatefeaiures

of historical and cultural significance fany.

DC4B

Ensure principles of ‘Access for All'are

implemented

Proactively considar all requirements for
accassible core golf vuilidings o mesat the

access nesds of disablad people.

DC5B

incorporate public access whereappropriale

Maintain an appropriate type of community
access to afl or part of theproperty, or
mitigate any detrimantal affects to the

existing situation.

DC6B

Justify transport impact

Minimise the demands placed onthe
community’s ransportation

network through development both in
consiruction and long-term.

Promote future muit-modal transpord
methods as part of wider sustainable ravel

nebworks,

DC7I

Undertake local engagement

Engage with, listen and respond to local
opinion.

Encourage input through meetings/ open
days, inwriting, by phone and vigemail and
give fransparent feedback on how identified

issues have been addressad.
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Promote ethically and environmentally led

procurement

Define policy for procurement ofproducts and
services.

Suppliers and contractors o conform with
Ethical Trading Initialive’s hase code or

aquivaient.

DCol

Promote communily integration and

AVATONEEE

Estaidish ways in which the development
can coniribute to local communities, for
sxample, promoting publicly accessiide
outdoor faciiitics onsite or eventis
programmes 1o halp raise awareness of
sustainabilily issues such as local ecology,

cultural heriiageand renawable enargy.

DC10I

incorporate educational values

Design in educational opportunities such as
placements, open days {(i.e. pre- and post-
consiruction} and onsiteclassroom fagilities

ate.

DC11I

Promote and improve communityheaith and

well-eing

Incorporate opporunitias for non-golf-related
health and well-being activiiesappropriate
and proportional to site conditions, projact

scope and location.
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« 1ha targets proposed in the Sustainabllity Roadmap for the Golf Club

DI FTMPT A SEIA®™ e ®
SUS TAINABLE have b d bel inst and related to the giobal Sustainabl
AT DT SOt assasss Tave Deehn assessse eiow against and relatec (o & gioka usialinasie

Qe SRRY hw . , e .
\@ \\a\\\\\\\\Q\\\\\\\\\§ services (Appendix D).2* It is envisaged that the Golf Ciub's proposed

targets will be in line with the following SDGs — (6, 12, 14 and 15). See detail below of the specific

N P & 8 § Development Goals (SDGs) as well as the recognised ecosystem

SDG targets aimed to by contributed towards by the Golf Club.

6.4 - By 2030, substantially increase water-use efficiency across all sectors and ensure

®

sustainable withdrawals and supply of freshwater to address water scarcity and substantially
reduce the number of people suffering from water scarcity.

» 6.5 - By 2030, implement integrated water resources management at all levels, including
through transboundary cooperation as appropriats.

e 8.8~ By 2020, protect and restore water-reiated ecosystems, including mountains, forests,
wetlands, rivers, aguifers and iakes.

e 12.5 - By 2030, substantially reduce waste generation through prevention, reduction,
recycling and reuss.

= 141 - By 2025, prevent and significantly reduce marine pollution of all Kinds, in particular from
land-based activities, including marine debris and nutrient pollution.

» 151 - By 2020, ensure the conservation, restoration and sustainable use of terrestrial
and inland freshwater ecosystams and their servicas, in particular forests, wetlands,
mountains and drylands, in line with obligations under international agreements.

e 158.2 - By 2020, promote the implementation of sustainable management of all types of
forests, hall deforestation, restore degraded forests and substantially increase
afforestation and reforestation giobally.

» 18.5 - Take urgent and significant action to reduce the degradation of natural habitats,
halt the loss of biodiversity and, by 2020, protect and prevent the extinction of threatened

species.
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it is envisaged that some of the Goif Club's targets detaiisd in this report will fail in line with notable
Ecosystem Services {E8). EB sections that these targets will mest as well as possible indicators are
detailed in the table below. The section and class nomenciature have been taken from the European

Environment Agency's and The Economics of Ecosystems and Biodiversity's definitions of Ecosystem

Services.®

Provisioning
(Biotic)

Genetic

materials

This would be demonstrated by establishing an on-site

nursery and growing own turf materials.

Regulation &
maintenance
{Biotic)

Watsr treatmeant
{water

purification)

Water quality testing policy would be in place to observe

water quality at inflow and outflow.

Regulation of

water flows

This would be achieved by introducing hew water bodies
and supporting the management and improving the

environmental quality adjacent to the existing ones.

Pollination

The increase in area cover of pollinator attractor plant

species on site.

Biological control

¢ The overall increase in pollinator species and LBAP
species.
e Having an active invasive species plan and recording

treatments.

Cultural (Biotic)

Recreation &

Ecotourism

¢ Provide enhanced on site recreational uses.

¢ Increase in people’s outdoor time and use of site.

Provisioning
{Abictic)

Water

Using recaptured surface water in irrigation

systems/irrigation holding pools.

No equivalent

Total area of open space on site.
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Regulation &

maintenance

No equivalent

Increase in pools and check dams within hew waterways on

site.
{Abiotic)
Cultural , . .
o No equivalent The expected lifespan of the course being created.
{Abiotic)
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Throughout the development of this project the contents of the Arun District Guide Supplementary

Planning Document have been closely considered. There are many aspects of the guide which are
applicable to the development at Site B. The proposals have been designed in a way that intends to
fits seamlessly into the surrounding landscape while providing an outdoor space for recreation which

would also benefit the local communities.

The works would improve the quality and diversity of the natural environment across the site while
protecting features of importance. Materials used in construction and operation would aim to be
sourced in a sustainable fashion wherever possible and resources such as water would be managed
in a sensible way to maximise reuse and reduce demand. It should be noted that all designs and

plans throughout the process have been informed by experts in their fields.
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