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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 

Ascerta has been instructed by The Leith Group to carry out a Preliminary Ecological Appraisal and 

Daytime Building Inspection for bats at Strawberry Fields, Courtwick Lane, Littlehampton, BN17 7PD 

(hereafter referred to as the site). 

The Preliminary Ecological Appraisal and Daytime Building Inspection for Bats comprised of a desk study 

and biological records search, as well as a site walkover survey in order to map habitat types. The survey 

was extended to assess the potential for protected species to use the site. The assessment provides 

baseline data regarding the current site conditions and where appropriate allows recommendations to 

be made in respect of further potential work in order to satisfy current UK wildlife legislation.  

2017).  

The site comprises predominantly hardstanding carparking facilities with a building (B1) to the west with 

introduced shrub adjacent to B1 and areas of amenity grassland. 

Assessed against the 'Guidelines for Ecological Impact Assessment in the UK and Ireland’ 2nd edition 

(2018), the sites habitats range in ecological value from negligible to within the zone of influence 

The site provides habitat for nesting birds. All habitats assessed are likely to be lost to the proposals. 

However, as the habitats to be lost to the proposals are small in area and not of high ecological value, it 

is considered that their loss can be mitigated for and the proposals will not adversely affect the ecological 

value of the wider area, provided the recommendations detailed below are followed. 

 Bat surveys are conducted in accordance with the Bat Surveys for Professional Ecologists - Good Practice 

Guidelines, published 2023 (the Guidelines). Strict adherence to these is not necessary, but where 

practice deviates from them, clear reasons and rationale are required. 

The site was subject to an extended phase one habitat survey and a preliminary bat roost assessment of 

the building. During the survey and following review of historical species records, it is considered that an 

impact on birds is likely to occur in relation to the proposals for the site. The following recommendations 

have been made to avoid an impact on these species: 

• If works have not begun by March 2026, an updated site visit will be required to assess the 

habitats within the site; 

• Enhancing the site for species through appropriate landscape planting that includes native, 

species rich hedgerows, trees and areas of wildflowers plus provision of integrated bat and bird 

features within newly constructed buildings; 

• Production of the Defra Metric Biodiversity Net Gain Calculations to minimise impacts on 

biodiversity and provide net gains in biodiversity;  

• Production of a Management Plan to ensure the long-term commitments to manage the planting, 

protection and enhancement of biodiversity in and around a new development site; and  

• Vegetation clearance or pruning should be undertaken outside of the nesting bird season (1st 

March to 31st August Inclusive) to avoid any impact on breeding birds. Or a nesting bird check 

undertaken by a suitably experienced ecologist should be undertaken immediately prior to works 

commencing.  
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1.0 Introduction 
 

Ascerta has been instructed by The Leith Group to carry out a Preliminary Ecological Appraisal and 
Daytime Building Inspection for bats at the land and buildings at the site. The site OS grid reference is TQ 
01931 03723 and the What3Words reference is comic.renew.spare. The extent of the site is displayed in 
photograph 1.1 below. 
 

 

Photograph 1.1: Extent of the site. 

Our client seeks to gain planning permission for the conversion of the existing building (B1) into 6 

supported living units and associated car parking. 

The site was visited on 16th April 2024 by Liz Kenyon when a Preliminary Ecological Appraisal, which 

includes an assessment of the potential for protected species to be using the site or surroundings, was 

carried out in accordance with the Handbook for Phase 1 Habitat Survey: A Technique for Environmental 

Audit (JNCC, 2010). The report was prepared following methods detailed in the CIEEM ‘Guidelines for 

Ecological Impact Assessment in the UK and Ireland’ (2018) and ‘Guidelines for Ecological Report Writing’ 

(2017).  

The site comprises predominantly hardstanding carparking facilities with a building (B1) to the west with 

amenity grassland and introduced shrub adjacent to B1. 

This report presents the results of the survey including evaluation of habitats on site and potential for 

protected species to be using the site. The report includes recommendations for further actions where 

applicable, in order to satisfy current UK wildlife legislation and to achieve our client’s objectives. Relevant 

legislation is detailed within Appendix 4. 

Our client’s objectives are to assess the potential ecological constraints of the proposed development 

site. 
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2.0 Objectives 
 

Our client’s objectives are to assess the potential ecological constraints of the proposed development 

site. 

Our objectives are as follows: 

• Identify and evaluate any features of ecological value and the potential of the site to support 

protected species based on the walkover survey and biological records search;  

• Identify designated sites within 2km of the site;  

• Review protected species records within 2km of the site; 

• Map the habitats within the site using JNCC (2010) methods;  

• Provide recommendations for further species‐specific surveys and mitigation measures 

where current legislation requires; 

• Provide recommendations that seek to enhance the ecological value of the site; 

• Provide recommendations to assist our clients in achieving their objectives whilst satisfying 

current UK wildlife legislation. 
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3.0 Survey Methods 
 

The Preliminary Ecological Appraisal involved the collection and review of data from a desk study and 

field survey, along with assessment of the value of the habitats following CIEEM guidelines.  

 

3.1 Desk Study 
 

A desk study was undertaken on 25th March 2024 to identify protected and notable habitats and species, 

and nature conservation designations potentially relevant to the proposed development. The desk study 

was carried out using the sources detailed in Table 3.1 below. 

Table 3.1. Desk Study Data Information 

Source Date Obtained Data Obtained 

Multi-Agency Geographic 
Information for the Countryside 
(MAGIC) 

25th March 2024 • Statutory designated sites within 2km of 
the site 

• Protected and Notable habitats within 
2km of the site 

• European Protected Species Licenses 
within 2km of the site 

Sussex Biodiversity Record 
Centre (SxBRC) 

8th April 2024 • Non-statutory designated sites within 
2km of the site 

• Protected and notable species records 
within 2km of the site 

Biodiversity Action Plan for the 
Urban Areas of Sussex (BAPUAS) 

25th March 2024 • Additional protections afforded to 
species/habitat 

 

3.2 Field Survey 
 

A walkover survey of the site was conducted on 16th April 2024 by Liz Kenyon. The habitat types and 

features of ecological interest were identified and mapped in compliance with the Handbook for Phase 1 

Habitat Survey: A Technique for Environmental Audit (JNCC, 2010). During the survey, weather conditions 

were recorded to ensure optimal surveying conditions according to guidelines. Any sub-optimal 

conditions will be discussed in the limitations.  

This includes the identification of the main species present and examination of the potential for any 

protected species. Habitats were mapped (Appendix 1) made for any interesting features.  

The surveys particularly focused on the following species and habitat features: 

• Mammals (bats);   

• Birds; 

• Amphibians and reptiles; 

• Invertebrates; 

• Hedgerows and boundaries; 
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• Invasive plant species; and 

• Plant communities and trees. 

 

3.3 Bat Survey Methods 
 

The survey methods followed the guidelines set out by the Bat Conservation Trust’s Bat Surveys for 

Professional Ecologists Good Practice Guidelines – 4th Edition (2023). Habitats, buildings and trees were 

assessed for suitability for use by bats and categorised independently using table 4.1 page 44 within the 

Bat Conservation Trust Guidelines (Collins, 2023).  

Preliminary Ecological Appraisal for Bats 

Habitats on site were assessed for their suitability for bats to use them for roosting, commuting and 

foraging both on the site and surrounding area. Commuting and foraging habitat suitability was 

categorised low to high. Any commuting and foraging habitat valued as moderate or above may need 

further survey effort if lost to the proposals. 

Internal and External Inspection of the Building  

A daytime internal and external inspection of the building was carried out during the survey by a suitably 

experienced ecologist. The building was searched externally looking for signs of bats, including staining 

on barge boards, soffits and more commonly droppings on flat surfaces i.e., window ledges that would 

indicate potential roosting sites. Possible bat access points such as loose tiles, cracks and crevices or crawl 

spaces beneath and/or behind roofing materials such as roofing felt, panelling, soffits and tiles were 

identified and were also checked for signs of use by bats.  

Internally, all areas of the building were accessed where possible and inspected for signs of use by bats. 

Signs of use by bats include droppings, scratching, staining, dead bats (particularly in uncovered water 

tanks) and actual bats. Any features noted, for example, in loft spaces, such as light gaps (indicating 

potential access points), loft dimensions, presence of roofing felt and loft conditions such as ventilation, 

temperature and cobweb coverage; were also identified and checked.  

Any buildings on-site are categorised as per Table 3.2 (below). Buildings assigned a suitability of Low or 

above may require further inspection if they are to be lost to the development. 
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a Negligible is defined as ‘so small or unimportant as to be not worth considering, insignificant’. This category may be used where 
there are places that a bat could roost or forage (due to one attribute) but it is unlikely that they actually would (due to another 
attribute). 
 
b  For example, in terms of temperature, humidity, height above ground level, light levels or levels of disturbance. 

c  Evidence from the Netherlands shows mass swarming events of common pipistrelle bats in the autumn followed by mass hibernation 

in a diverse range of building types in urban environments (Korsten et al., 2016 and Jansen et al., 2022). Common pipistrelle swarming 

has been observed in the UK (Bell, 2022 and Tomlinson, 2020) and winter hibernation of this species has been detected at Seaton 

Delaval Hall in Northumberland (National Trust, 2018). This phenomenon requires some research in the UK, but ecologists should be 

aware of the potential for larger numbers of this species to be present during the autumn and winter in prominent buildings in the 

landscape, urban or otherwise. 

 

3.4 Badger Survey Methods 
 

The site was searched for setts and badger field signs including foraging areas, latrines and tracks. 

Attention was paid to the presence of the following field signs: 

• Setts: single holes or a series of holes likely to be interconnected underground; 

• Latrines: badgers usually deposit faeces in excavated pits; 

• Paths and footprints; 

• Scratching posts: at the base of trees; 

• Snuffle holes: areas where badgers have searched for insects; 

• Day nest: bundles of vegetation where badgers may sleep above ground; and 

• Traces of hair. 

3.5 Evaluation 
 

Habitats and species on the site were evaluated following the 'Guidelines for Ecological Impact 

Assessment in the UK and Ireland’ (2018).  A geographical frame of reference is assigned to each habitat 

and species, with International Value being most important, then National, Regional, County, District, 

Local and lastly, within the immediate Zone of Influence (ZoI) of the proposals only. 

Value judgements are based on characteristics that can be used to identify ecological resources or 

features likely to be important in terms of biodiversity. These include site designations such as SSSIs. For 

undesignated features, the size, conservation status (locally, nationally or internationally), and the quality 

of the ecological resource are considered. Ecological resource quality can refer to habitats (for instance if 

they are particularly diverse, or a good example of a specific habitat type), other features (such as wildlife 

corridors or mosaics of habitats) or species populations or assemblages. 

The recommendations detailed within this report aim to meet requirements of the Environment Act and 

Statutory Biodiversity Metric as far as possible at this stage. 

 

  



- 10 - 

 

 

 

3.6 Limitations 
 

The site visit was undertaken in April, which is within optimal time of year for phase 1 habitat surveys and 

building inspections, sufficient vegetation was present to enable habitat identification. It is not considered 

a limit to the conclusions of the report based on the habitats found within the site and the works 

proposed.  

The absence of biological records does not necessarily mean the absence of species. This has been 

considered within the report conclusions. 

The site was visited on only one occasion. This produces a snapshot of habitats and species on the site 

and others may be present at different times of the day or year. This limitation has been considered within 

this report. 
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The site lies within a Conservation Target area for the following Priority Species: 
 

• Corn bunting 

• Lapwing 
 

 
The site also falls within a breeding area for the following Grassland Assemblage Farmland Birds: 
 

• Corn bunting 

• Grey partridge 

• Lapwing 

• Redshank 

• Snipe 

• Turtle dove 
 

Priority Species 

Following a review of records held by Sussex Biodiversity Record Centre (SxBRC), several priority species 

that have the potential to occur within the vicinity of the proposed development have been identified. 

These include birds, bats, hedgehog, and amphibians. The species records are summarised below, and 

the detailed records held by SxBRC within 2km of the site are displayed within Appendix 5. Protected 

species legislation can be found within Appendix 4. 

 

No species records were returned by SxBRC within the site boundary.  

 

Birds 

Three thousand five hundred and thirty-nine records were returned for bird species within 2km of the 

site. Species returned include barn owl, herring gull, kingfisher, lapwing, linnet, house martin and skylark. 

The most recent being a June 2023 record of kestrel, located 1.5km southeast. The closest to site was a 

2010 record of stock dove and a 2011 record of tawny owl, located 65m west of the site. All species 

recorded within 2km are displayed within Appendix 5.  

 

Bats 

SxBRC returned one hundred and four records for bats within the search area, nineteen of which were 

for roosts. Bat species include common pipistrelle, soprano pipistrelle, Nathusius’s pipistrelle, alcathoe 

bat, brown long-eared bat, Daubenton’s bat, natterers bat, noctule, serotine, Western barbastelle, 

whickered/Brandt’s bat, unknown myotis species, unknown long-eared species, unknown pipistrelle 

species and unknown bat species. The closest of which was a 2007 record of common pipistrelle roost 

located 880m southeast of the site within a house at Wick Street. The most recent was a May 2022 record 

of an unknown bat species, located 2km southeast within Littlehampton. 
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Amphibians 

No records for great crested newt were returned within 2km of the site. 

 

A further twenty-one records of amphibians were returned within 2km of the site. Species present include 

common toad, common frog, smooth newt and palmate newt. The most recent of which was a 2015 

record of common frog located 820m southeast of the site.  

 

Reptiles 

One hundred and thirty-four records for Reptiles were returned within 2km of the site. Species present 

include slow-worm, grass snake and common lizard. The most recent of which was an October 2022 

record of slow-worm located 1.9km east of the site, north of the A259. 

 

Water vole 

Seventeen records for water vole were returned within 2km of the site. The closest of which was a 2013 

record located 550m north of the site along Black Ditch. The most recent was a February 2022 record 

located 1.2km northeast along Black Ditch. 

 

Other mammals 

Seventy-six records for other mammals were returned within 2km of the site. Species include hedgehog. 

The most recent of which was a 2020 record of hedgehog located 1.3km north of the site.  

 

European Protected Species Licences 

There were two European Protected Species Licence (EPSL) applications within 2km of the site since 2016. 

ESPL applications are detailed below (distance and direction from site):  

• 2017-27754-EPS-MIT for the of a resting place for common pipistrelle. Start date: 

01/05/2017, end date: 31/10/2017 (1km northeast); and 

• 2017-28001-EPS-MIT for the destruction of a resting place for common pipistrelle. Start 

date: 01/04/2017, end date: 30/04/2018 (1.9km southeast) 

 

4.2 Habitat Survey  
 

A habitat survey was conducted on 16th April 2024 by Liz Kenyon for the site. The habitat types and 

features of ecological interest were identified and mapped in compliance with The Handbook for Phase 1 

Habitat Survey: A Technique for Environmental Audit (JNCC, 2010). A list and a summary description of 

key habitats identified within the site is tabled below (see Table 4.6). Notes on the presence or potential 

presence of protected species are provided in Section 4.6. The Phase 1 Habitat map can be found in 

P.1972.24.E01B Phase One Habitat Survey, Appendix 1 and photographs within Appendix 3. The Target 

Notes (TN) and lists of species recorded during survey are presented in Appendix 2.  

Weather conditions during the survey were warm (13ºC), dry and sunny (1/8 cloud cover) with a F1 

(Beaufort Scale) light air, therefore appropriate for this type of survey.  
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4.3 Preliminary Bat Roost Assessment of Buildings and Trees 
 

Table 4.4. Preliminary bat roost assessment of the building within the site   

Building B1 

Building Description 

Building B1 comprises a gym with changing facilities, a kitchen, storage and arts and 
craft room. 
Internally, the building is in good decorative order and used regularly for activities 
and meetings. The internal breeze block walls are painted, the exposed ceiling beams 
are in a good condition, cobwebs were noted to the ceiling and higher window 
frames.  
The majority of the windows are double glazed with wooden frames, externally the 
woodwork to a window on the southern elevation has been subject to damp and 
rooted in places around the glass, the wood at noted to be wet at the time of the 
survey. A new uPVC door with windows is present to the western elevation. The floor 
is wooden and has been subject to water damage adjacent to the door.  
Externally the brickwork is in very good condition with no missing bricks, mortar of 
holes within the brickwork. Ventilation bricks were noted throughout the building to 
the base of the walls.  
The roof is also in very good condition, comprising two separate tiled sloped sections, 
no missing or slipped tiles were noted and no lifts were noted to the ridge line. A 
small amount of vegetation was noted within the metal guttering to the west of the 
building, within the area of the internal water damage. Building 1 is displayed within 
Photographs 1-8 within Appendix 3.  
 

Assessment of B1  

The building was assessed to have negligible hibernation potential for crevice and 
void dwelling bats and negligible potential for day and maternity roosts for crevice 
dwelling bats and negligible potential for void dwelling bats. Overall, the building is 
classified as having negligible bat roosting potential.  
 

 

4.4 Protected and Notable Species 
 

Table 4.5: Habitat suitability for protected and notable species, including evidence, further survey information 

and reference to photographs/drawings where applicable.  

Birds 

Habitat suitability 

The building and introduced shrub provide some limited foraging and nesting 
opportunities for bird species. 
The site provides no suitable habitat Grassland Assemblage Farmland Birds as the 
areas of amenity grassland are very small in size and subject to regular human 
disturbance, with more favourable habitat to the north and west of the site.  
 

Species seen / Evidence of presence / Features identified  

During the survey, wood pigeon and blackbird species were identified adjacent to the 
site. 

Further survey required 

For any vegetation removal or building demolition to be undertaken, a nesting bird 
survey will be required (section 5.2). 
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Bats 

Habitat suitability 

The building on site offers negligible potential to support bat roosts as detailed above 
in section 4.3 and no trees are present.  
 
The amenity grassland and introduced shrub provides some very limited suitability 
for commuting and foraging bats. 

Species seen / Evidence of presence / Features identified  

Evidence of bats was not identified within the site during the survey. 

Further survey required 

No. 

 
 
 
 

Badger  

Habitat suitability 

The site provides no foraging and shelter habitat for badger, due to the size of the 
habitats (amenity grassland) and that the areas are subject to regular human 
disturbance.  

Species seen / Evidence of presence / Features identified 

No evidence of badger or hedgehog was identified within the site during the survey. 
 

Further survey required 

Badger will not be impacted by the proposals within the site therefore, badger do not 
require further consideration within this planning application and will not be 
discussed further within this report. 
 

 
 
 
 

Water vole 

Habitat suitability  

The site and adjacent areas provide no suitable habitats for water vole. 
 

Species seen / Evidence of presence / Features identified 

No evidence of water vole was identified during the site visit and the closest ditch 
network to the site is approximately 460m east and bound from the site by residential 
dwellings and infrastructure. 

Further survey required 

Water vole will not be impacted by the proposals within the site therefore, water vole 
do not require further consideration within this planning application and will not be 
discussed further within this report. 

 
 

Otter 

Habitat suitability 

The site and adjacent areas provide no suitable habitats for otter. 

Species seen / Evidence of presence / Features identified 

No evidence of otter was identified during the site visit, the closest water body is a 
pond located approximately 350m east of the site and is bound from the site by 
residential dwellings with no suitable terrestrial habitat available in the immediate 
vicinity. More suitable habitat is available with a ditch network and the River Arun 
that lie over 500m to the east of the site.  

Further survey required 

Otter will not be impacted by the proposals within the site therefore, water vole and 
otter do not require further consideration within this planning application and will 
not be discussed further within this report. 

 
 

 

Habitat suitability 

No waterbodies are present within 250m of the site. A pond is located approximately 
350m east and a ditch is present approximately 460m east of the site. No further 
water bodies are present within 500m of the site as mapped on Magic Maps. 
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Amphibians 

No ponds or ornamental water features were identified within any residential garden 
adjacent to the site.  
The amenity grassland provides some terrestrial habitat for amphibians; however, 
this is very limited due to the regular management of the grassland and that the areas 
are subject to regular human disturbance. 
 

Species seen / Evidence of presence / Features identified 

No evidence of amphibians was identified within the site during the survey. 

Further survey required 

Amphibians will not be impacted by the proposals within the site therefore, 
amphibians do not require further consideration within this planning application and 
will not be discussed further within this report. 

 
 
 
 

Reptiles 

Habitat suitability 

The habitats within the site do not offer suitability to support reptiles. Ecotones are 
not present within the site and the habitats are scattered across the site with no 
suitable connectivity. The habitats within the site are prone to high human 
disturbance. 

Species seen / Evidence of presence / Features identified 

No evidence of reptiles was identified within the site during the survey. 

Further survey required 

No further survey for reptile will be required. Reptiles do not require consideration 
within this planning application and will not be discussed further.  

 
 
 

Invertebrates 

Habitat suitability 

The amenity grassland provides some limited habitat for invertebrates, however the 
area is prone to human disturbance and is regularly managed by mowing. 

Species seen / Evidence of presence / Features identified 

No evidence of invertebrates was identified within the site during the survey. 

Further survey required 

No further survey for invertebrates will be required. Invertebrates do not require 
consideration within this planning application and will not be discussed further. 

 
 
 
 

Small 
mammals 

Habitat suitability 

The amenity grassland and introduced shrub habitats within the site provide limited 
foraging and shelter habitat for small mammal species such as hedgehog, however 
the areas are subject to regular human disturbance with limited connectivity due to 
the hardstanding car pack, with more favourable habitat present within the 
surrounding landscape to the site. 

Species seen / Evidence of presence / Features identified 

No evidence of hedgehog was identified within the site during the survey.  

Further survey required 

No further survey effort for hedgehog will be required. Hedgehog do not require 
consideration within this planning application and will not be discussed further. 

 

Invasive species 

No non-native invasive species were identified within the site during the walkover survey.  Due to the size 

of the vegetated areas and regular management of the site, it is unlikely that invasive species will colonise 

within the site. Invasive species do not require consideration within this planning application and will not 

be discussed further. 
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5.0 Evaluation and Recommendations 
 

5.1 Designated Sites and Habitats 
 

Littlehampton Golf Course and Atherington Beach (LWS) lies 1.8km south of the site and will not be 

influenced by the proposals. No further no statutory or non-statutory protected sites are present within 

a 2km radius of the proposed site. The site does not lie within a Natural England SSSI Impact Risk Zone.  

Mitigation  

The habitats on site comprise hardstanding, amenity grassland and introduced shrub. These habitats are 

considered to have an ecological value of within the zone of influence of the site or lower. The site 

contains no designated or priority habitats. Overall, the proposals are unlikely to adversely affect the 

ecological value of the area. 

The production of the Defra Metric Biodiversity Net Gain Calculations is recommended to minimise 

impacts of biodiversity and provide net gains in biodiversity and the production of a Management Plan to 

ensure the long-term commitments to manage the planting, protection and enhancement of biodiversity 

in and around the new development site.  

 

5.2 Protected and Notable Species Recommendations  
 

Birds 

The building and introduced shrub provide suitable habitat for nesting and foraging bird species. It is 

recommended that vegetation clearance should be undertaken outside of the nesting bird season (1st 

March to 31st August Inclusive) to avoid any impact on breeding birds. If vegetation clearance cannot be 

undertaken outside of the breeding bird season, a nesting bird check undertaken by a suitably 

experienced ecologist should be undertaken immediately prior to works commencing. If an active birds’ 

nest is identified a suitable buffer zone should be implemented where no works are to occur within until 

the young have fledged the nest.  

 

Bats  

The habitats on site and building B1 provide negligible suitability for commuting and foraging bats.   

 

The buildings will be demolished to accommodate the proposals within the site and does require any 

further nocturnal surveys for bats, however all construction workers should be briefed prior to the start 

of works that bat species are present within the surrounding areas. If an opportunistic roosting bat is 

found during the works, all works must stop immediately and Ascerta (0845 463 4404) or the Bat 

Conservation Trust (0345 1300 228) contacted.  
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5.3 Enhancements 
 

In order to meet requirements for biodiversity protection and enhancement outlined within the NPPF, it 

is recommended that ecological enhancements are included. These could include:  

• Provision of 1 bird boxes (25mm or 32mm entrance hole box), attached to or integrated 

within new buildings on site;  

• Provision of 1 bat features (e.g. Vivara bat bricks or ‘bird brick houses’ bat boxes) integrated 

within new buildings; and 

• Suitable landscaping incorporating species that provide a food or shelter resource to 

wildlife to include hawthorn, hazel, holly, blackthorn, field maple, dog rose and 

honeysuckle as hedgerow species and oak, alder, field maple, silver birch, crab apple, 

rowan and bird cherry as tree species together with implementing a relaxed mowing 

regime and establishing wildflowers in these areas, where possible.  
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6.0 Conclusions 
 

The site was subject to an extended phase one habitat survey and a preliminary bat roost assessment of 

all buildings. During the survey and following review of historical species records, it is considered that an 

impact on birds is likely to occur in relation to the proposals for the site. The following recommendations 

have been made to avoid an impact on these species: 

 

• If works have not begun by March 2026, an updated site visit will be required to assess the 

habitats within the site; 

• Enhancing the site for species through appropriate landscape planting that includes native, 

species rich hedgerows, trees and areas of wildflowers plus provision of integrated bat and bird 

features within newly constructed buildings; 

• Production of the Defra Metric Biodiversity Net Gain Calculations to minimise impacts on 

biodiversity and provide net gains in biodiversity;  

• Production of a Management Plan to ensure the long-term commitments to manage the planting, 

protection and enhancement of biodiversity in and around a new development site; and  

• Vegetation clearance or pruning should be undertaken outside of the nesting bird season (1st 

March to 31st August Inclusive) to avoid any impact on breeding birds. Or a nesting bird check 

undertaken by a suitably experienced ecologist should be undertaken immediately prior to works 

commencing. 

 

It is considered that there would be very limited impacts on the local ecology as a result of the proposals, 

provided the recommendations detailed within section 5.0 above are followed.  
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Appendix 2: Species Lists and Target Notes 

 

Table 1: Flora Species  

English Name Scientific Name 
Clover Trifolium repens 

Common daisy Bellis perennis 

Creeping bent-grass Agrostis stolonifera 

Dandelion Taraxacum agg. 

Meadow grass Poa sp. 

Palm  Cordyline Australis sp. 

Red fescue  Festuca rubra 
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Appendix 3: Photographs  

 

Table 3: Photographs of the site 

  

Photograph 1: Internal area of B1. Photograph 2: Internal area of B1 with uPVC door to 

the western elevation and water damage to the 

flooring. 

  

Photograph 3: Internal area of the kitchen within B1. Photograph 4: Internal area of B1. 



 

  

Photograph 5: External southern elevation of B1 

with damage to the wooden window frame. 

Photograph 6: External western elevation of B1. 

  

Photograph 7: External western elevation of B1 with 

amenity grassland and introduced shrub. 

Photograph 8: External southern   elevation of B1 

with amenity grassland and introduced shrub. 
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Appendix 4: Relevant Legislation 

European Legislation 
 

The following Directives have been adopted by the European Union and provide protection for fauna and flora 

species of European importance and the habitats which support them: 

• Directive 2009/147/EC on the Conservation of Wild Birds (Birds Directive); 

• Directive 92/43/EEC of 21 May 1992 on the conservation of natural habitats and of wild fauna and 

flora (Habitats Directive). 

 

UK Legislation 
 

The Habitats Directive has been transposed into national legislation through the Conservation of Habitats and 

Species (Amendment) (EU Exit) Regulations 2019 (The Habitats Regulations). This provides for the designation 

and protection of ‘European Sites’ (SPAs, SACs and Ramsar Sites, including proposed or potential European Sites) 

and the protection of ‘European Protected Species’. 

The key UK legislation relating to nature conservation is the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as amended) 

(W&C Act). This Act is supplemented, inter alia, by provision in the Countryside and Rights of Way (CRoW) Act 

2000, and the Natural Environment and Rural Communities Act 2006 (NERC Act). Additional species and habitat 

specific UK legislation includes the Protection of Badgers Act 1992 and the Hedgerow Regulations 1997. 

The Environment Act sets out how the UK will maintain environmental standards following leaving of the EU. 

The Bill builds on the vision of the 25 Year Environment Plan, with the ambition from the government to leave 

the environment in a better state than it was when inherited. 

 

The Defra Statutory Biodiversity Metric has been  implemented to work alongside the Environment Act. This tool 

calculates potential biodiversity impacts as a result of development and identifies mitigation and compensation 

requirements to ensure no net loss of biodiversity. In addition, it identifies measures that can be implemented 

in order to meet Biodiversity gain as a result of development. Defra released the Statutory biodiversity metric 

in November 2023. This metric is likely to be the default metric used by councils, with the most recent version 

to be submitted to support a planning application. 

 

The National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) 2024 has been published to provide further planning guidance. 

Wildlife, biodiversity and ecological networks are referred to in Section 15 'Conserving and enhancing the natural 

environment'. The NPPF states that the planning system should contribute to and enhance the natural and local 

environment by: protecting and enhancing valued landscapes and sites of biodiversity value, recognise the wider 

benefits from natural capital and ecosystem services and minimising impacts on and provided net gains for 

biodiversity. Further guidance is provided within Government Circular 06/05: Biodiversity and Geological 

Conservation - Statutory Obligations and Their Impact Within the Planning System. 

 

  



 

Species and Habitats of Principal Importance 
 

Species and Habitats of Principal Importance are listed under section 41 of the NERC Act and are a material 

consideration in planning decisions. Planners require relevant, up to date information from ecological surveys 

in order to assess the effects of a proposed development on biodiversity as Councils have a statutory obligation 

under section 40 of the NERC Act to consider biodiversity conservation in the determination of planning 

applications.  

Background information about the lists of priority habitats and species (Species and Habitats of Principal 

Importance) can be found within the UK Biodiversity Action Plan (UK BAP). Although this has been succeeded by 

the 'UK Post-2010 Biodiversity Framework', many of UK BAP tools are still relevant. BAPs identify habitats and 

species of nature conservation priority on a UK (UK BAP) and Local (LBAP) scale. Most BAP priority habitats and 

species have Habitat Action Plans (HAP) and Species Action Plans (SAP) and there are also "grouped action plans" 

for groups of related species with similar conservation requirements. The LBAP relating to this site is the Sussex 

Biodiversity Action Plan.  

 

Badgers 

The legislation protecting badgers in England and Wales is the Protection of Badgers Act 1992. 

Under the Protection of Badgers Act 1992 it is an offence inter alia to: 

 

• Wilfully kill, injure or take a badger, or to attempt to do so; 

• Cruelly ill-treat a badger; or 

• Intentionally or recklessly interfere with a badger sett by (a) damaging a sett or any part of 

one; (b) destroying a sett; (c) obstructing access to or any entrance of a sett; (d) causing a dog 

to enter a sett; or (e) disturbing a badger when it is occupying a sett. 

 

The Badger Act 1992 defines a badger’s sett as “any structure or place which displays signs indicating current 

use by a badger” 

 

Natural England can issue licences to enable works to continue that may affect a protected species. In relation 

to disturbance of badgers, Natural England (2009) gives guidelines on disturbance which will require a licence. 

These includes: “using very heavy machinery (generally tracked vehicles) within 30 metres of any entrance to an 

active sett; using lighter machinery (generally wheeled vehicles), particularly for any digging operation, within 

20 metres; light work such as hand digging or scrub clearance within 10 metres. There are some activities which 

may cause disturbance at greater distances (such as using explosives or pile driving) and these should be given 

individual consideration.” 

 

Bats 

 

In England, all bats and their roosts are protected under the Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 

2017 and the Wildlife & Countryside Act 1981 (as amended).  Several species of bat are also highlighted as 

Priority Species under the UK Biodiversity Action Plan and within the Local BAP. 

Under the current legislation as summarised on pages 9 and 10 of the Bat Surveys for Professional Ecologists 

Good Practice Guidelines – 4th Edition (2023) it is a criminal offence to:  



 

 

“To kill, capture, injure or take a wild bat; 

• To damage or destroy a place used by a bat for breeding or resting. All offences of this nature 

are identified within the Habitats Regulations. This offence is unique in that it can be 

committed accidently. No element of intentional, reckless or deliberate action needs to be 

evidenced; 

• To disturb bats anywhere (roosts, flight lines or foraging areas) if levels of disturbance can be 

shown to impair their ability to survive, to breed or reproduce, to rear or nurture their young, 

to hibernate or migrate or to affect significantly local distribution or abundance; 

• To intentionally or recklessly disturb a bat, whilst it is occupying a place of shelter or 

protection; 

• To intentionally or recklessly obstruct access to any place used by a bat for shelter or 

protection; and 

• To be in possession or control of a bat alive or dead (or any part of a bat or anything derived 

from a bat, although bat droppings are generally considered to be acceptable), or to 

transport a bat, to sell or exchange a bat or to offer to sell or exchange a bat taken from the 

wild.” 

 

Breeding Birds 

 
Breeding Birds are protected under the Wildlife and Countryside Act which make it an offence to:  

 

• intentionally kill, injure or take any wild bird or take, damage or destroy the nest of any wild 

bird whilst it is in use or being built; 

• intentionally take or destroy the egg of any wild bird;  

• have in one's possession or control any wild bird, dead or alive, or any part of a wild bird 

(including eggs), which has been taken in contravention of the Act or the Protection of Birds Act 

1954;  

• intentionally or recklessly disturb any wild bird listed on Schedule 1 while it is nest building, or 

at a nest containing eggs or young, or disturb the dependent young of such a bird.   

 

Invasive Species 

 

It is an offence under Section 14(2) of the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 to ‘plant or otherwise cause to 

grow’ in the wild any plant in Schedule 9 Part II.  

 

It is a criminal offence to intentionally, wilfully kill, injure or take any of the aforementioned protected species 

or to destroy or disturb its habitat. 

 

Local Policy  

The site lies within Littlehampton and is covered by the Arun Local Plan 2011-2031 (adopted July 2018). The 

policy of relevance is ENV DM5 regarding Development and Biodiversity. This has been taken into account 

throughout this report. 

 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Appendix 5 



 

Sussex Biodiversity Record Centre, c/o Sussex Wildlife Trust, Woods Mill, Henfield, West Sussex BN5 9SD 
Website: www.sxbrc.org.uk 

 
 
 
 

Ecological data search for land at Strawberry Fields, Courtwick 
Lane, Littlehampton 
 
On behalf of Jack Kay (Ascerta) 
 
Report reference SxBRC/23/997 
 
Prepared on 05/04/2024 

 
 

 

 
 

 



Contents 
 
Introduction and summary of results 
 
Important information 
 
Maps 
 

1 Statutory designations 

2 Non-Statutory designations 

3 Conservation management and stewardship 

4 Section 41 habitats and other 

 
Species data 
 

Table 1: Summary protected and designated species records 

Table 2: Summary bat records 

Table 3: Summary bird records 

Table 4: Summary invasive non-native species records 

 
Map citation sheets 
 
Annex: Supporting information 

 



 
The Sussex Biodiversity Record Centre must be acknowledged whenever data is cited from this report. 

Introduction & Summary of Results 
 

An ecological data search was carried out for land at Strawberry Fields, Courtwick Lane, 
Littlehampton on behalf of Jack Kay (Ascerta) on 05/04/2024. 
 
 
The following datasets were consulted for this report: 
 

 Requested Radius/buffer size 
Designated sites, habitats & ownership maps Yes 2km 
Protected, designated and invasive species Yes 2km 
 
Summary of results 
 

Sites and habitats 
Statutory sites None present 
Non-statutory sites 1 LWS / 2 Designated Road Verges 
Section 41 habitats 6 habitats 
Ancient and/or ghyll woodland None present 
 
Protected and designated species 
International designations 72 species 3,380 records 
National designations 168 species 12,362 records 
Other designations 382 species 28,509 records 
Total 420 species 31,014 records 
 
Invasive non-native species 40 species 446 records 
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Important Information 
 
 
 

PERMISSION 
This report is valid until 05/04/2025 

 

This report is for the internal use of Jack Kay of Ascerta (which includes the client 
where applicable) to inform understanding of the site of interest. This report must 

not be distributed or published for an external or public audience, for example 
within the appendix of a report. However, data from within this report may be 
referenced as long as the Sussex Biodiversity Record Centre is acknowledged. 

 

The separate summary sheet may be published. 
 

 
 
It must not be assumed that this report contains the definitive species and habitat information for 
the site concerned. 
 
The species data held by the Sussex Biodiversity Record Centre (SxBRC) are collated from the biological recording 
community in Sussex. However, there are many areas of Sussex where the records held are limited, either 
spatially or taxonomically. 
 
A data search from SxBRC will give the user a clear indication of what biological recording has taken place. The 
information provided is a useful tool for making an assessment of the site, but should be used in conjunction 
with site visits and appropriate surveys before further judgements on the presence or absence of key species or 
habitats can be made. It may be that the content of this report guides the reader as to which surveys should be 
carried out on the site. 
 
This report was compiled using data held at SxBRC at the time of production. SxBRC takes data validation very 
seriously, but cannot be held responsible for the accuracy of data included in this report. 
 
SxBRC operates as agent to the individuals and groups who provide their records free of charge. The data 
suppliers retain copyright on their data, while SxBRC retains copyright on its data search reports. 
 
Impartiality 
SxBRC functions as custodian of biological data. Our role is to collect, manage and disseminate wildlife and 
habitat data. As such, we have to remain impartial and cannot offer opinions on the biodiversity value of a given 
site. Similarly, we cannot put forward objections to planning applications or be involved in campaigns. 
 
 







500000

500000

501000

501000

502000

502000

503000

503000

504000

504000

102
00

0

102
00

0

103
00

0

103
00

0

104
00

0

104
00

0

105
00

0

105
00

0

106
00

0

106
00

0

Contains Ordnance Survey data © Crown copyright
and database rights 2024
0 0.850.425

Km ±

Map 1: Statutory site designations

Statutory designated site boundaries supplied by Natural
England. Contains public sector information licensed under the
Open Government Licence v3.0.

Key to Map:
Search area
National Park

# # # Local Nature Reserve

Land at Strawberry Fields, Courtwick Lane, Littlehampton + 2km radius
SxBRC/23/997 - 05/04/2024

































































 
The Sussex Biodiversity Record Centre must be acknowledged whenever data is cited from this report. 
 
 

Map Citation Sheets

Any citations currently available for designated sites within the search area can be seen on 
the following pages. 
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Useful Contacts 
 
Please use the following contacts for further advice or interpretation of the data in this report. 
 
Local Wildlife Sites 

Organisation Sussex Local Wildlife Sites Initiative
Website www.lws-sussex.org.uk
Email uk

 
Habitat data 

Organisation Sussex Biodiversity Record Centre
Email 

 
Geological designations 

Organisation Sussex Geodiversity Partnership
Website www.geodiversitysussex.org.uk/geodiversity

 
Statutory site advice 

Organisation Natural England – Sussex and Kent Area Team
Email 
Telephone 
Website www.gov.uk/government/organisations/natural-england

 
General conservation advice 

Organisation Sussex Wildlife Trust
Email 
Telephone 
Website www.sussexwildlifetrust.org.uk/discover/wildlife-advice

 
County Species Recorders 
Visit www.sxbrc.org.uk/recording/countyRecorders for contact details of local experts covering most 
taxonomic groups. 
 
Supplying records 
We rely on the continuous submission of records to keep our database up-to-date. We are always grateful to 
receive records from ecological consultants and members of the public alike. We accept records in many 
different formats but recommend the use of iRecord. 
 
Please contact the Record Centre for further information:
 



Annex – Supporting Information 
 
Statutory site designations 

Non-statutory site designations 

Species designations 

Sussex notable bird list 

Sussex invasive non-native species 
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Statutory site designations

Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI)

Sites of Special Scientific Interest are areas notified under the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981, as being of 
special interest for nature conservation. They represent the finest sites for wildlife and natural features 
supporting many characteristic, rare and endangered species, habitats and natural features. Notification as a 
SSSI is primarily a legal mechanism organised by Natural England and selected according to specific scientific 
criteria. The Guidelines for the Selection of Biological SSSIs, published in 1989 by the Joint Nature Conservation 
Council, set down the selection criteria for both biological and geological SSSIs. 

There are over 4,000 SSSIs in England of which just under 150 are in Sussex. Natural England is responsible for
identifying and protecting these sites. This is achieved, primarily, in partnership with SSSI owners and
managers. 

Under the Countryside and Rights of Way Act 2000 (CROW) anyone who intentionally or recklessly destroys or
damages any of the flora, fauna or geological or physiological features of an SSSI is guilty of an offence. They 
are liable, on summary conviction, of a fine of up to £20,000. 

Special Area of Conservation (SAC) 

Special Areas of Conservation are sites designated by Member States under the EC Habitats Directive. The aim
is to establish a European network of important high quality conservation sites that will make a significant 
contribution to conserving habitats and species considered to be most in need of conservation at a European 
level. There are 12 SAC sites in Sussex. 

Special Protection Area (SPA)

Special Protection Areas are designated under the EC Birds Directive, to conserve the habitat of certain rare or
vulnerable birds and regularly occurring migratory birds. Any significant pollution or disturbance to or
deterioration of these sites has to be avoided. All SPAs are also designated as SSSIs. There are six SPA sites in
Sussex. 

Ramsar

Ramsar sites are designated under the Convention on Wetlands of International Importance. Under the 
Convention, each government must select its best wetlands according to very clear criteria, which include: a 
wetland that regularly supports 20,000 or more waterbirds; a wetland that regularly supports 1% of the 
individuals in a population of one species or subspecies of waterbird. Wetlands are broadly defined to include 
marsh, fen, peatland and water. All designated Ramsar sites are also designated as SSSIs. There are four
Ramsar sites in Sussex. 

National Nature Reserve (NNR) 

National Nature Reserves are statutory reserves established under the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981. 
NNRs may be owned by the relevant national body (e.g. Natural England in England) or established by
agreement. A few are owned and managed by non‐statutory bodies, for example the Sussex Wildlife Trust. 
NNRs cover a selection of the most important sites for nature conservation in the UK. There are six NNRs in 
Sussex. 

National Park 

National Parks are beautiful, spectacular and often dramatic expanses of countryside. In the UK people live and 
work in the National Parks and the farms, villages and towns are protected along with the landscape and 
wildlife. They differ from Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONBs) in that each National Park has its own
authority for planning control and other services. 

The creation of the South Downs National Park (SDNP) was confirmed on 12th November 2009 and it came 
into being on 1st April 2010. 
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Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB)

Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty are areas of high scenic quality that have statutory protection in order to 
conserve and enhance the natural beauty of their landscapes. They differ from National Parks in their more 
limited opportunities for extensive outdoor recreation and by the way they are managed. AONBs are 
designated by Natural England under the Countryside and Rights of Way Act 2000. 

There are two AONBs in Sussex covering approx. 114,000 hectares: Chichester Harbour and the High Weald. 
Each has an associated body concerned with the area’s conservation. 

Marine Conservation Zone (MCZ) 

Marine Conservation Zones can be established to protect nationally important marine wildlife, habitats, 
geology and geomorphology and can be designated anywhere in English and Welsh inshore and UK offshore 
waters. They are established under the Marine and Coastal Access Act (2009). MCZs will be one of six 
designations contributing to an ecologically coherent network of marine protected areas. 

Local Nature Reserve (LNR) 

Local Nature Reserves may be declared by local authorities under the National Parks and Access to the 
Countryside Act 1949. LNRs are declared and managed for nature conservation, and provide opportunities for
research and education, or simply enjoying and having contact with nature. Some LNRs are also SSSIs. There 
are 36 LNRs in Sussex. 

Country Park 

Country Parks are statutorily declared and managed by local authorities in England and Wales under the 
Countryside Act 1968. They are primarily intended for recreation and leisure opportunities close to population 
centres and do not necessarily have any nature conservation importance. However, many are in areas of semi‐
natural habitat and so form a valuable network of locations at which informal recreation and the natural 
environment coexist. There are 11 Country Parks in Sussex, the details of which can be obtained from the local 
authorities. 
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Non-statutory site designations 

Local Wildlife Site (LWS) 

Overview: In Sussex, Local Wildlife Sites (LWS) were originally named Sites of Nature Conservation Importance 
(SNCI), but the LWS terminology has now been adopted to align with Defra guidance. 

Local Wildlife Sites are non-statutory designated sites recognised as being of considerable ecological value. 
They provide crucial additional spaces for nature alongside the statutory protected sites network. LWS are 
recognised by local planning authorities across Sussex and the importance of these sites is recognised in their 
Local Plans. Assessment and review of LWSs is an ongoing process, overseen by the Sussex Local Wildlife Sites 
Initiative partnership, whose Technical Panel takes site-level decisions based upon the latest available 
ecological information. More information about LWSs in Sussex, including local LWS selection criteria, can be 
found at Sussex Local Wildlife Sites Initiative. 

Historical context: In May 1990 a Sussex project was instigated to identify valuable wildlife sites and protect 
them from land management changes which may lessen their nature conservation interest, as well as to 
encourage sensitive management to maintain and enhance their importance. Selection of these Sites of 
Nature Conservation Importance (SNCI) was made, after extensive survey work, by a panel of expert 
ecologists, including representatives from the County Councils, English Nature (as was) and Sussex Wildlife 
Trust. A range of specialists with either specific species knowledge or a sound knowledge of the county’s 
ecology were also involved. Subsequently, a patchwork of separate SNCI systems evolved across Sussex: 

 In West Sussex, an ‘SNCI Initiative’ led by the County Council managed the system until 2015.

 In Brighton & Hove, the City Council managed its own system until 2018.

 In East Sussex each District and Borough maintained its own suite of sites, some with review
programmes and additional sites designated, until 2018.

In 2011, a significant change occurred when the newly formed South Downs National Park Authority became 
the statutory planning authority for the South Downs National Park – an area that cuts across this patchwork 
of different systems. 

Current status: In 2018, a renewed focus on LWS systems across Sussex led to the establishment of the current 
Sussex Local Wildlife Sites Initiative, which is actively reviewing sites across Sussex and updating the evidence 
base. The Initiative is hosted by Sussex Wildlife Trust and is managed and co-ordinated by the Sussex LWS 
Initiative team, who are based at Sussex Biodiversity Record Centre. It is supported by a broad partnership of 
organisations, working under the umbrella of the Sussex Local Nature Partnership. 

Local Geological Site (LGS) 

Previously known as Regionally Important Geological/Geomorphological Sites (RIGGS), Local Geological Sites 
have been identified by local geodiversity groups as being of importance. There are over 120 LGS in Sussex 
which have been assessed by the Sussex Geodiversity Partnership. The features identified as being important 
become a material consideration in any future development, and should be taken into account by the relevant 
local authority. 

A selection of LGS with public access in Sussex can be viewed on the Sussex Geodiversity Partnership’s 
website.  

Designated Road Verge (DRV) 

Designated Road Verges (DRVs) are areas of roadside verge that have been designated for their special wildlife 
interest. They can hold spectacular displays of wild flowers, including rare orchids and other plant species 
indicative of old meadows, and can be of great importance to invertebrates and fungi. There is no statutory 
protection for road verges, but they can be found within both non-statutory and statutory designations. 

As linear features, road verges naturally traverse a wide range of habitat types, soils and geology. The species 
composition of DRVs can therefore be varied. Swathes of cow parsley, cuckoo flower, primroses and orchids 
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can be found. Downland herbs, meadow flowers and heathers support a range of insects, as do the areas of 
bare ground which are used by nesting bees and wasps. Reptiles, amphibians and mammals can find shelter 
along these verges and use them as valuable green corridors. 

As the Highway Authorities, the County Councils are responsible for the cutting and management of roadside 
verges, and they also have a responsibility to conserve biodiversity. Where health and safety measures allow, 
this is achieved by restricting cutting to certain times of the year (usually when wild flowers have set seed in 
late summer) and using different techniques to standard verge cutting. 

The initiatives for designating and managing DRVs differ between East and West Sussex. DRVs in West Sussex 
are identified by short oak posts with red discs. In East Sussex they are marked by posts with yellow metal 
flowers. 

In West Sussex, the following guidelines are used to help identify DRVs: 

1) Site supports locally rare, notable or protected species of flora or fauna e.g. the plant coralroot. This type 
of bittercress is only found in two localised areas of the UK; the Sussex Weald and the Chilterns. 

2) Site is a good example of an uncommon, remnant or declining habitat e.g. species of sandy grassland along 
Rock Road in the Parish of Washington. 

3) Site has good overall species diversity e.g. Mallions Lane near Cuckfield. 

4) The assemblage of wild flowers has high aesthetic value e.g. Franklyn Road outside Haywards Heath 
hospital with a wonderful display of common spotted orchids in early summer. 

5) Site has wildlife value that is regarded as important by the local community e.g. Barnham Road at 
Eastergate. 

 
Marine Site of Nature Conservation Importance (MSNCI) 

Marine Sites of Nature Conservation Importance are non-statutory sites identified on account of the special 
interest of their marine habitats, the fauna and flora, or for unusual geological and geomorphological features. 
The identification of these sites is to highlight their importance for marine wildlife and to emphasise the risks 
of certain operations damaging their interest. There are 23 MSNCIs off the Sussex coast. 
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Osprey Mid-May to July records 
Kestrel Confirmed or probable breeding or May - July records 
Merlin All records 
Hobby Confirmed or probable breeding or April - August records 
Gyr Falcon All records 
Peregrine Information provided in summary only 
Spotted Crake Information provided in summary only 
Corncrake All records 
Oystercatcher Confirmed or probable breeding or late May - early July records 
Little Ringed Plover Confirmed or probable breeding or April - July records 
Ringed Plover Confirmed or probable breeding or late May - early July records 
Dotterel All records 
Lapwing Confirmed or probable breeding or April - June records 
Black-winged Stilt April to August records 
Avocet Confirmed or probable breeding or March - July records 
Stone-curlew Information provided in summary only 
Common Sandpiper Confirmed or probable breeding or late May - early July records 
Snipe Confirmed or probable breeding or April - July records 
Curlew Confirmed or probable breeding or April - July records 
Woodcock Confirmed or probable breeding or March - August records 
Ruff All records 
Black-tailed Godwit All records 
Redshank Confirmed or probable breeding or April - July records 
Wood Sandpiper All records 
Red-necked Phalarope All records 
Little Gull All records 
Little Tern Confirmed or probable breeding records 
Mediterranean Gull Confirmed or probable breeding records 
Common Gull Confirmed or probable breeding records 
Lesser Black-backed Gull Confirmed or probable breeding records 
Yellow-legged Gull Confirmed or probable breeding or April - June records 
Herring Gull Confirmed or probable breeding records 
Great Black-backed Gull Confirmed or probable breeding records 
Black-headed Gull Confirmed or probable breeding records 
Kittiwake Confirmed or probable breeding records 
Black Tern All records 
Sandwich Tern Confirmed or probable breeding records 
Common Tern Confirmed or probable breeding records 
Roseate Tern All records 
Stock Dove Confirmed or probable breeding or May - July records 
Turtle Dove Confirmed or probable breeding or May - July records 
Cuckoo Confirmed or probable breeding or May - July records 
Barn Owl All records 
Snowy Owl All records 
Tawny Owl Confirmed or probable breeding or May - July records 
Long-eared Owl Confirmed or probable breeding or March - July records + roost 
Short-eared Owl Confirmed or probable breeding or May - July records 
Nightjar Confirmed or probable breeding or May - July records 
Swift Confirmed or probable breeding records 
Kingfisher Confirmed or probable breeding or March - August records 
Bee-eater Confirmed or probable breeding or May - July records 
Hoopoe Confirmed or probable breeding or May - July records 
Wryneck Confirmed or probable breeding or May - July records 
Green Woodpecker Confirmed or probable breeding records 
Lesser Spotted Woodpecker All records 
Aquatic Warbler All records 
Marsh Warbler Information provided in summary only 
Cetti's Warbler Confirmed or probable breeding or March - August records 
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Grasshopper Warbler Confirmed or probable breeding or May - July records 
Savi's Warbler Information provided in summary only 
Wood Warbler Confirmed or probable breeding or April - August records 
Willow Warbler Confirmed or probable breeding records 
Woodlark Confirmed or probable breeding or February - August records 
Skylark Confirmed or probable breeding or April - July records 
Sand Martin Confirmed or probable breeding records 
Swallow Confirmed or probable breeding records 
House Martin Confirmed or probable breeding records 
Tree Pipit Confirmed or probable breeding or May - July records 
Meadow Pipit Confirmed or probable breeding or May - July records 
Yellow Wagtail Confirmed or probable breeding or May - June records 
Blue-headed Wagtail Confirmed or probable breeding or May - June records 
Grey Wagtail Confirmed or probable breeding or May - June records 
Dunnock Confirmed or probable breeding records 
Nightingale Confirmed or probable breeding records 
Bluethroat All records 
Black Redstart May – July records 
Redstart Confirmed or probable breeding or April - July records 
Whinchat Confirmed or probable breeding or May - July records 
Wheatear Confirmed or probable breeding or May - July records 
Ring Ouzel All records 
Song Thrush Confirmed or probable breeding records 
Mistle Thrush Confirmed or probable breeding records 
Spotted Flycatcher Confirmed or probable breeding records 
Pied Flycatcher Confirmed or probable breeding or May - July records 
Whitethroat Confirmed or probable breeding records 
Dartford Warbler Confirmed or probable breeding or March - August records 
Bearded Tit Confirmed or probable breeding or March - August records 
Firecrest Confirmed or probable breeding or May - August records 
Willow Tit All records 
Marsh Tit Confirmed or probable breeding or April - July records 
Red-backed Shrike Information provided in summary only 
Chough All records 
Starling Confirmed or probable breeding records 
House Sparrow Confirmed or probable breeding records 
Tree Sparrow All records 
Lesser Redpoll Confirmed or probable breeding or May - July records 
Linnet Confirmed or probable breeding records 
Twite All records 
Serin All records 
Common Crossbill Confirmed or probable breeding or February - June records 
Bullfinch Confirmed or probable breeding records 
Hawfinch All records 
Yellowhammer Confirmed or probable breeding records 
Cirl Bunting All records 
Reed Bunting Confirmed or probable breeding records 
Corn Bunting All records 
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The Sussex Biodiversity Record Centre is managed by the Sussex Wildlife Trust as a partnership project. 
A list of our current funding partners can be found on our website 
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