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LAND SOUTH OF LITTLEHAMPTON ACADEMY, LITTLEHAMPTON

BESIGN AND ACCESS STATEMENT Planning Rev A 27002014
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LOCATION

The site is in a residential area to the north of Littlehampton
town centre and beaches.

The site is well within the urban area of Littlehampton and a
short walk from the town centre shops.

There is suburban housing to the east and west of the site. To
the south is a park with playing area and to the north is a new
academy.

The surrounding housing is generally low to medium density
mid 20% century stock.

Residential areas

Site of new link road
Playing fields
Park and playing area

Site of new academy

Residential areas
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Aerial view east over site
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Aerial view west over site




DEVELOPMENT SITE

Previously occupied by the Littlehampton Community School.

New Academy school built to the north of the site freed the
proposal site for redevelopment.

The site has now been cleared of structures ready for
development.

The boundaries are defined by fences and hoarding at present.

There is a drainage pond at the west side of the site alongside
the new link road.

View north into site from the access road



New link road to west of site

SITE EDGES

To the north of the site is the new Littlehampton Academy. This
is a substantial building consisting of a series of linear wings
radiating from a central core. It is generally 3 storeys with a 2
storey wing projecting towards the proposal site.

To the west of the site is a new link road connecting the new
academy with a planned extension to the north.

To the east of the site is a residential street with low density
bungalows and dwellings. Land has been set aside for a new
nursery school at the east end of the site.

To the south of the site is a cycle path and public park. There is
currently a chain link fence between the site and the park.
Surrounding dwellings turn their backs onto this open space.

NORTH: Littlehampton Academy

WEST: New link road

SOUTH: Park with fenced play area

EAST: Residential developments and new nursery
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Park to the south of the site




CONTEXTUAL PRECEDENT

Littlehampton has a strong architectural
character in many places, particularly in
the older and more central areas.

There are numerous examples of strong
gable and double gable roofs on grand
free-standing villas and also on terraced
housing close to the proposal site.

In the town centre there are examples of
successful hard landscaped squares
with tree planting and street furniture,
such as on Surrey Street.

..... - '
Traditional streets are generally mwmww

X
rectilinear broken up with occasional Clun Road / Cornwall Road
curves and breaking out onto open

space.

There has been some well regarded
contemporary architecture built in
Littlehampton in recent years.
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DESIGN EVOLUTION
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This éoncept strategy was developed to better address the constraints of the site and
the connecting streets. The layout was reorganised to provide more direct frontages
onto the parks and squares. Where neighbouring properties to the south backed onto
the site houses were turned back to back to face the square instead. The building
lines were arranged to form streets clearly linking the eats and west accesses. The
western access road was moved north for Highways requirements.

The first sketches for the site explored density, solar orientation, natural surveillance
and the efficient arrangement of accommodation.
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The disédvéry of major gas and sewer lines running along the south edge of the site

required houses to be re-arranged. This resulted in houses being pulled back from the

It was decided to restrict through movement between the west and east accesses to avoid the south boundary and revisions to the 2 main squares, both now open to the south. The
development being used as a rat run. The eastern square formed a break between the east opportunity was taken to re-orient houses to face towards the cycle path along the east
and west streets, with only emergency access across. The houses were further revised to part of the site to improve natural surveillance. Highways visibility requirements for the
improve outlook onto green spaces. access to the nursery resulted in a reorientation of the eastern access road and square.
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DESIGN PROPOSALS - STREETS AND SQUARES

Road runs along edge of
large communal pedestrian

square

<
Parking arranged pa
amongst trees and Gravel driveway ccasanisnan o
street furniture around serving high value 4 Shared private driveway g,
§ : ; e
bedroom houses serving 3 dwellings 7 g
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main square

Parking court for flats
off main square

Buffer green space
alongside busy link

Access from new link
road defined by Highways i

fronting onto green

Shared surface square at
entrance to site defines
change from main road to

Shared surface street
past central green
reduces car speeds
around public open

Emergency
access provided

from Elmgrove
Road continues line of
road before terminating at

requirements |
OB ! residential development
S SR ‘ encourages drivers  to space
slow down across square
with  removable

bollards
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DESIGN PROPOSALS - AERIAL FROM SOUTH
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DESIGN PROPOSALS - AERIAL FROM SOUTH EAST

Western square Central green

New link road

Existing park

Eastern square




DESIGN PROPOSALS - AERIAL FROM SOUTH WEST

Existing
residential
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Existing park




DESIGN PROPOSALS - SKETCH PERSPECTIVES

View south west across the western square showing a shared surface vehicle route
running around the edge of the square with pedestrian space beyond

Sketch perspectives of the scheme showing indicative materials and
layouts.

Different areas of the site would be given distinctive characters to ease
navigation and help in the creation of sense of place.

Homezone style shared surfaces play an important part in controlling traffic
and making sure the development is pedestrian friendly and enhancing the
quality of the street spaces.

Care will be required at detailed design stage to ensure that the spaces and
design are inclusive and safe for all users.

The architectural style of the buildings in not a consideration at this stage
but for illustrative purposes these images show varied brick frontages with

foreground with the tarmacked road running along the west edge. prominent gable roof forms picking up on local precedent.




