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INTRODUCTION
General

Lizard Landscape Design and Ecology has been
commissioned by Batcheller Monkhouse o develop a
Landscape Design Strategy for the proposed park home
development at the Land West of Thornlea Park, Wick,
Littlehampton.

The design stralegy was informed by local Planning Guidance,
the Prelfiminary Ecological Appraisal Survey prepared by Lizard
Landscape Design and 3 site visit undertaken on 6th October
2017 to appraise existing features on Site and the surrounding
area.

The Landscape Design Strategy for this development site has
been prepared by Suzie Lieber (Senior Landscape Architect,
CMLY); at Lizard Landscape Design and Ecology, Worthing.
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EXISTING SITE INFORMATION
The Site

The proposed development site (The Site) of some 0.8 hectares is
to the West of Thomiea Court park homes, half way between Wick
and Lyminster (Grid Reference: TQ 021 042). The Site is located
io the north of properties of Glenvilla and The Bungalow, and
accessible from the south through Old Mead Road (See Figure
2.1).

The site comprises existing improved grassiand o the frontage of
The Bungalow and semi-improved grassland to the northern field,
maintained with annual hay-cutling (See Photographs A-F).

Soil type across the surrounding landscape comprises loamy
and clayey soii of the coastal flat with naturally high groundwater,
associated with the adjacent stream and the proximity of River
Arun. The typical habitat of the area is wel brackish coastal flood
meadow.

The Site is relatively flat and lles at approximately 4.0 m above
Ordnance Datum (AOD).

Existing Vegelation

Vegetation on Site is dominated by grassiand. Improved grassland
to the site frontage is well maintained resulting in a uniform sward.
Tall ruderal and species-poor semi-improved grassiand is specific

io the northern sector of the property.

Scattered trees and occasional scrub vegetation is located along
the boundaries only, providing an open, uniform field pattern.

The most established boundary vegetation is 1o the west, where
the slope to the caravan park is covered with scrub and newly
planted Leylandii hedge.

The narthern boundary is fairly open with scatterred trees and
shrubs along the stream. The wooded vegetation at this boundary
is mainly comprised of hawthorn, with some willow and cherry, and
a mature ormnamental cedar.
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Boundaries

The Site is located on the north-western fringe of Wick, in a highly
rural area, surrcunded by countryside and rural developmenis. Due
to the surrounding topography and lack of boundary vegetation,
the field has an open character. The northern boundary is formed
by the Black Diltch, with scatlered trees along, allowing open views
towards the couniryside and Arundel in the distance.

To the north-west, the adjacent caravan park is located on raised
ground. The vegetated slope oulside the Site boundary is secured
with wire mesh fence o the foe and timber irellis fence to the top
of the bank, providing a doubie line of boundary treatment. To the
south-west, the glasshouses form the boundary line.

The southern boundary is formed by timber post and rail fence.
The residential property of The Bungalow is currently accessible
through a timber gate and long driveway which, along with the
private garden area of the property, would be refained within the
development.

The western boundary is formed by a timber closeboard fence
which secures and screens the private garden areas of the
properties at Arundel Drive, Thorniea Court.

Surrounding Landscape

The surrounding iandscape offers an open, rural character with
arable fields, large greenhouses of the nearby nurseries, park
home sites and caravan parks.

The main settlement of Wick is located some 300 m o the south
of the Site, just opposite the railway which runs in an east-west
direction. River Arun meanders some 1.0 km west of the Site,
through the flat, open landscape to the west and north of the Site.
This landscape provides open views from the Site towards Arundel
Castle and the Cathedral, on the hillsides in some 3.0 km distance.

To the east, behind Thornlea Park park home site, further caravan
parks and nurseries occupy the landscape.
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Figure 2.1. Development Site Location
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Photograph A. View of the Site and the northern boundary
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Photograph C. View of the eastern boundary,
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Photograph E. View o Photograph F. View of the scuthern boundary along Old Mead Road, and the access o the privals property of Glenvilla
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DEVELOPMENT PROPOSAL

The Scheme includes the allocation of 25 double park home
units, with private, turfed front and rear gardens and associated
fencing, privale parking bays and sheds (for details refer to
Supplier's Proposals).

The proposed access point would be off Old Mead Road, atthe
south of the Site. Further 1o the private parking areas, visifor
parking bays would also be provided at the site entrance.
Sustainable transport would be promoted through a secure cycle
store.

Through reference o the Prefiminary Ecological Appraisal Survey
{August 2017) prepared by Lizard Landscape Design, a min. 3.0
m buffer zone from the ice of the bank should be provided along
the Black Ditch to the north of the Site, to protect and improve
water vole habilat. For further ecological recommendations, refer
to the original report.

The Ecology Report recommends the removal of woody scrub
along the siream {0 maintain optimal water vole habitat. Malure
trees and shrubs are proposed o be retained and profected

on Site but would be subject o detailed tree survey and an
Arboricultural Impact Assesment to assess extent of Root
Protection Areas and the quality of trees.

Native boundary hedgerows would be planied along the eastern
and western boundaries, {o soften the fencelines and to provide
food and shelter for wildiife.

Ornamental planting beds would provide features at focal
points of the Site, to provide interest and sense of place for the
residents, and soften the built structures and hard surfaces.

The scheme aims o enhance the biodiversity through careful
design and suitable landscape management. Details of the
proposed landscape scheme are provided within the subsequent
sections.
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PROPOSED LANDSCAPE SCHEME
Strategic Objectives

The design strategy was informed by local Planning Guidance,
the Preliminary Ecological Appraisal Survey prepared by Lizard
Landscape Design and a site visit undertaken on 6th October 2017
o appraise existing features on Site and the surrounding area.

Helevant guidances have been reviewed, including policies within
Arun District Local Plan 2003 and the emerging Local Plan: Arun
Local Plan 2011 - 2031 Publication Version (2014).

The soft landscape proposals have been driven by the following
policies from Arun Local Plan 2011 - 2031

Policy LAN DM1: Protection of Landscape Character:
‘Development will be permitied where:

a. Landscape character, including its natural features, are
conserved or enhanced;

b. The historic character and development pattern of settfements
is respected, taking into account their distinct identity and setting;
and

¢. It does not negatively impact upon the setting of, or upon views
into and out of South Downs National Park.

{..}

Developments shall only be permiited where they will not have a
demongstrable visual impact on either the landscape character of
Arun or the setting of and views info and out of the South Downs
National Park.

Developments shall also be consistent with all other Local Plan
policies.’

Policy LAN DM2: The setting of Arundel

Any development including the A27 Arundel bypass will be of a
high design standard that reflects the quality of the landscape
and the setling of Arundel. Other development will not be
permitted within the area identifiad on the Policies Map which
would adversely affect the views of the town of Arunde!, its castle,
cathedral and its special seffing.

No development will be permitted, parficularly within the area
shown on the Folicies Map, which would adversely affect the rural
views outwards from the fown’
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Strategic objectives of the proposed Soft Landscape Design
Strategy include:

®

Reinforcement and enhancement of the existing natural
features on Site, particularly along the Black Ditch;

Heinforcement of the boundary features fo provide a strong
tandscape framework for the new development and enhance
green infrastructure;

Enhancement of the local landscape character through a
suitable planting scheme and management plan;

Provision of a buffer zone along the Black Ditch with fussocky
grasstand kept clear from woody vegetation, to enhance water
vole habiiatl;

Mitigation of any tree loss due to the implementation of the
Scheme. Provision of small native trees and mixed species
native hedgerow planting throughout;

Provision of suitable boundary treatments 1o screen and
secure the site and the private gardens whilst refaining the
long distant views to the countryside and protect views from
Arundel;

Supporting local wildiife and connectivity by planting of native
and ornamental species offering opporiunities for foraging,
shelter and breeding.

The objectives of the Landscape Strategy are illustrated on Figure

4.1.
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Proposed ecology buffer
zone, min. 3.0 m wide natural
grassland to enhance water
vole habitat. Pre-planted coir
rolls to stream bank for instant
effect and erosion control.

Proposed hurdle fence,

1.2 m height woven fence
along the ecology buffer zone,
with maintenance access

CARAVAN
PARK

Proposed native hedge
to soften boundaries and
enhance green infrastructure

Existing leylandii hedgerow on
adjacent property

Proposed 1.8 m closeboard

fence to western boundary,

softened with mixed species
native hedgerow

Proposed main access road

Proposed park home twin
units with 6m spacings.
For further details, refer to
Supplier's proposals
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THE BUNGALOW

Scrub vegetation to be
cleared along the stream
in accordance with the
PEA. Retention of trees
are subject to detailed tree
survey.

Proposed mixed species
native hedge and native
trees along boundaries.

RNLEA PARK

Proposed feature planting

~~"area at focal points of

the development: native
trees underplanted with
ornamental shrubs and
herbaceaous planting to
provide seasonal and year
round interest

{ Proposed cycle secure store

Proposed closeboard fence
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L Proposed site entrance area
{ with feature shrub planting,
native trees and visitor
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Yy, Existing Trees to be retained -
- F  subject to detailed survey

?

S\

S

||

-

Figure 4.1. Landscape Strategy

Application Site Boundary

Existing Boundary Hedgerow {0
be retained

Proposed Native Trees

Proposed Native Mixed Species
Boundary Hedgerow

Proposed Ornamental Planting

Proposed Riparian Planting -
pre-planted coir rolls

Proposed Tussocky Grassiand.
Refer to PEA Report (2017, Lizard)

Existing Stream (Black Ditch)

Proposed Private Front and
Rear Gardens

Proposed Hard Surface -
Access Road and Parking Bays

Existing Timber Closeboard
Fenceline

Proposed Site Boundary Fence
Proposed Main Site Access
Proposed Secure Cycle Slore

Proposed Visitor's Parking

Fetain Existing Right of Way to
Adjacent Property
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Soft Landscape

The emerging soft landscape scheme aims to integrate the
proposed built form within the existing landscape setting. The
objectives of the soft landscape design include:

»  Promotion of oppeortunities for wildiife within the development
and linking the scheme with existing habitals;

« Integration of buill and natural environment.

Areas of soft landscape at the Site entrance and along the access
road would incorporate ornamental planting to soften the built form
and hard surfaces, and provide year round interest for residents
and visitors. Plant species would introduce flowering, evergreen
plants and ornamental grasses which can tolerate high ground
waler.

The soft landscape to the Site’s peripheries would incorporate
native hedgelines and small native irees. Hedgerows within the
private boundaries would be maintained more formally, and include
non-thorny native species only.

Existing ecological features would be retained and protected on
site, particularly within the buffer zone along Black Ditch. Additional
riparian planting and suitable landscape managament to the banks
would enhance water vole habital. Pre-planted coir rolls wouid
provide instant plant cover and erosion control {o sections of the
stream bank potentially left bare after vegetation removal. The coir
rolls would be planted with suitable species such as vellow flag,
reed canary grass and sedges to enhance the water vole habitat

- Refer to PEA Report (Prefiminary Ecological Appraisal Survey
prepared by Lizard}.

BATCHELLER MONKHOUSE

LAND WEST OF THORNLEA PARK
LLD1249-LAN-REP-001
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Group Species Name Origins | Root Zone Density Specification Qutline Plant Schedule and Specification
Betula pubsecens (Downy birch N RB/C75 Multi-stem; min. 4.50 m : .
_ el > (Rowny biref) - , : : 412 The Planting Palette has been composed to contribute to the local
Native Trees  Prunus padus (Bird cherry) N RB/C78 Specimen Heavy Standard, 12-14 cm girth; 3.5-4.28 m . .
— : s : environment and landscape context. The aesthetic aspect has
Sorbus aucuparia (Rowarn) N RB/C75 Heavy Standard, 12-14 cm girth; 3.5-4.25 m 5o b dered | i bol . he vi | ity §
< <
Crataegus monogyna (Hawthorr) N SR & 40 - 80 om also een‘ considere impertani in polstering the visual amenity for
Native Hedge to Prunus spinosa (Blackthorn) N BR S/m 60 -80cm the benefit of future residents.
Site Boundaries {Rosa canina (Dog N BR 5 80 - 80 ; ;
gsa caninz (Dag 19s¢) [m 60 80¢cm 413 The soft landscape design proposals have also been informed
Salix caprea (Goat willow) N BR 5/m 80 -80cm . " . . .
- . by Preliminary Ecological Appraisal Survey by Lizard Landscape
Acer campestre (Figld mapie) N BR 5/m 60 - 80 cm Desi dinciud ‘ i ded in RHS ‘Perfect
Native Hedge to Carpinus betulus (Hornbeam) N BR 5/m 560 -80cm eSE‘gﬂ aNa INCIUAEs SPecies recommenaea in griectior
Private Gardens (Saliv caprea (Goat willow) N BR 5/m 60 - 80 cm Pollinators’.
Hedges planted in double staggered rows, al 400 cenires, rows set 400 mm aparl.
Cornus alba 'Sibirica’ c5 Specimen B0 - 80 cm
Cytisus scoparius N G5 3/m? 60 -80cm
Euonymus fortunei 'Emerald Gold' C3 3im? 30 -40cm
Euonymus fortunel 'Emerald Gaiety’ C3 3/m# 30 -40 em
Genista fydia C3 3im? 20-30cm
Hypericum calycinum C 4/m# 20-30cm
Ornamental Kerria japonica ‘Pleniflora’ Ga 3/me 30-40¢cm
Shrubs - — , .
Physocarpus opulifolius 'Diaboio’ c7 Specimen 60 -80cm
Potentilla fruticosa C3 3/m? 30 - 40 cm
FRosmarinus 0. 'Sissinghurst Biue' C3 3im? 30 -40cm
Viburnun opuius "‘Compacium’ C3 3/m# 30 -40cm
Viburnum tinus 'Eve Price’ C3 3/m? 30-40em
Weigela florida C3 3/me 30-40¢cm
Aclacea japonica G2 7im?
Herbaceous Euphorbia sikkimensis c2 7im? ) -
L 5 ) ) Full pot, fully rooted, healthy
Perennials Geranium sanguineum C2 7Im#
Lobelfia cardinalis G2 7im? KEY:
Acorus gramineus 'Ogon’ ¢z 7Im# N ) N
. ative
Ornamental Carex elata 'Aurea’ G2 7im? Full pot, fuily rooted, healthy )
Grasses - . . - - BR Bare Rooted Stock
Miscanthus sinensis "Strictus’ c2 Specimen .
BB T G e e with Wt vale habiar C2/3/8  2/3/5 itr Container Grown Stock
Riparian Planting {Fre-planted Coir Rofls by Salix River and Wetland Services Specimen speciesl.l (o0 M, pre-plant ) - P Bare Root Stock
Buffer Zone ' ) ' _ o RB Root Balled Stock
10 - Tussoc re frof sgafe dg/me | i ) rassian
Planting EM 10 - Tussock Mixture from Emorsgate dg/m Sow into gaps created in existing grassland Pg 9 cm Square Pot Grown Stock
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Hard Landscape

4.14  The proposed hard landscape areas encompass the shared
pedestrian and vehicular circulation scheme as well as foolpaths,
parking bays and terraces within individual private plots. The
objectives of the proposed scheme include:

«  Emphasis of rural character through hard landscape: use of
naiural materials such as gravel and timber;

N\ N Wi W - Provision of suitable boundary treatment: the private rear

OMAR Park Home units with shrub Timber cycle store . .
rdens woul U nd privacy woul Fovi
beds and turfed garden gardens would be secured and privacy would be provided

. . , through timber closeboard fencing;
R NN \: g \41 §\§\

»  Provision of secure boundary 1o the northern boundary along
the ecology buffer zone, which provides softening of this
boundary looking from Arundel and allows view out from
the Site {o the countryside. Hurdle fencing is considersd
appropriate, with maintenance acceass o the buffer zone,

s Delivery of sustainable surface water management through
incorporation of permeable paving areas;

»  Supplying of gravel parking bays for private properties, to
provide softer appearance. Gravel surfaces to be reinforced
with plastic mesh to provide accessibility;

«  Provision of secure bike and bin stores sympathetic to the
location and safely accessible.
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