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Further bat surveying and monitoring of barn 

5.13 Further bat surveying may be needed at the barn, especially during the key spring 
and summer period. Such further information may be requested by Natural 
England for the Bats EPS Licence application, although this does not stop the client 
from applying now if they wish to do so. 

5.14 Bat and barn owl monitoring will be required though at The Old Barn if there is a 
long intervening period from the end of this bat survey and when the conversion 
works on the barn are to start (under a EPS Licence however). This would be 
approximately a year in total, and hence an update would be needed to ensure 
there have been no material changes at this site since this survey finished. 

Timing of works of barn (Note: under a Bats EPS Licence) 

5.15 The aim will be for the barn conversion works not to be undertaken during the 
main bat breeding season (June to August) or during the main bat hibernation 
period (November to March), when bats are the most vulnerable. Therefore, early 
autumn e.g. September/October or early spring e.g. April/May, are ideally the 
best times to work on such structures, especially where there is potential for bats to 
colonise such structures. But nesting birds must also not be impacted upon either 
by such works e.g. swallows and to ensure no owls are present. 

Best practice regarding works on barn (Note: under a Bats EPS 
Licence) 

5.16 A Bats Method Statement in relation to the conversion works should be drawn up, 
so that both barns can be safely converted without any risk at all to any bats, in 
case there is a chance that a hidden bat could be expectedly present after this 
survey. A cautious approach is always best even though no bat roost was shown 
to be present from this survey. The Bat Consultant and the barn conversion 
contractors should work together on this statement and demonstrate how the works 
are to be done and when the consultant is required to be on-site. 

5.17 A bat watch brief with a licensed bat consultant present on-site must be used 
during all future sensitive soft stripping work by contractors, e.g. removal of any of 
the following: roof tiles; ridge tiles; hanging tiles; roof slates; soffits; bargeboards; 
lead flashing; weather boarding/cladding; guttering boards; and window/door 
frames etc. 
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5.18 A Toolbox talk would be undertaken on the first day of the works to the contractors 
used for the barn conversion and would be briefed on the presence of bats/best 
practice details by the licensed bat consultant present. 

5.19 It would also be prudent to undertake a re-check of the barn internally/externally 
before works begin to ensure there has been no change in the usage of this 
building since the last internal survey. This would be stated in the Licence Method 
Statement anyway. 

5.20 The timing of the works must follow that outlined in section 5.4 of this report. 

Bats and lighting 

5.21 Any new lighting scheme for the site should be sensitive to local bat species, and 
further work may be required so to ensure this. New lighting should be present 
only where required, and its impact should be assessed where this is possible. 

5.22 On some sites, inappropriate new lighting schemes can be detrimental to bats 
which require dark corridors to move around from site to site. Some bats can be 
completely deterred from using a site for roosting, feeding or commuting, for 
example, by the impacts from strong lighting present. 

5.23 Lighting should be directed only to where it is required, so that darker corridors or 
pockets are retained where possible. Therefore, no new lighting should be 
directed onto any trees, bushes, hedges or any newly installed bat boxes at this 
site. 

5.24 New lighting can have hoods so to reduce light spillage; timers to ensure that 
lighting is needed only when required; the type of lighting used is important; and 
screening can be used to reduce the impact of new lighting columns for example.
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Appendix A 

Bat Location Map 
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Photographs 
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PHOTOGRAPHS 
 

 
 
 

Photograph A 
The Old Barn at Toddington House, showing the loose wooden boards on the exterior, 
which could be used by the occasional roosting bat, as well as for access. 
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Photograph B 
The open plan roof in this barn, where timbers and corrugated roofing sheets can be 
seen, but is unlined.  Up to two common pipistrelles were seen emerging into the barn 
during this bat survey, although the exact roosting spot e.g. at one of the gable ends 
probably, could not be found.  No barn owl evidence was present at all. 
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Photograph C 
An underwing moth wing on floor of the barn, derived very likely from a brown long-
eared feeding perch, where the occasional bat is bringing in a moth to feed, then 
leaving the barn again. 
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Photograph D 
The ivy cover at one end of the barn could also be used by roosting bats, and will 
need to be very carefully removed in theory during the future (licensed) barn 
conversion works. 
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Photograph E 
The gaps between the wooden boarding in the walls of the barn, due to disrepair, can 
be clearly seen in this photograph.  The bats will be using such spaces to enter and 
leave the barn at night, as long as spaces are wide enough for easy flight. 
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Photograph F 
The wetland habitat next to the barn as well as the trees in the general area could be 
used by foraging bats, and increases the probability of a barn being used by roosting 
bats. 
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Appendix C 

Sussex Bat Inventory Report 
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