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1 Introduction

1.1 Site Description

The Novway Lang Site (the “site”) is located adjacent to the Watersmead Business Park, in tha
north of Littlehampton, West Sussex at post code 8N1T7 6LS. The site, which is approximately .7
hectares in sizs, is centred on Ordnance Survey grid reference TQ 040 036 and cormprises semi-
improvasd neutral grassland, ruderal vegetation, low numbers of broadleaved trees, a disused
hewse and part of Norway Lane,

The fand use surrounding the site s light industrial to the north, north-west and west, residential
o the south and south-east, and agricultural to the north-east. There is 2 large pond immediately
adjacert to the site’s western boundary and a railway line dose to the site’s northern boundary.
The site s surrouncling ares ave hustrsted in asrial images provided in Appendix 1,

1.2 Proposed Works

i is proposed to develop the site for residential use, which will require the ramoval of the semi-
natural habitats currently present within the site and the re-profiling of the undulating ground.
Subsequent to the developmant being completed the site will suppont residential properties with
gardens and an associated acress road,

1.3 Background

The scope tor the protected species surveys described in this report has been defined by the
Andrew McCarthy Associates Extended Phase 1 Habitat Survey Report, dated 19% May 2009,
This report recommended further survey wirk to include a great crested newt {Triturus cristatus)
survay of the pond adjacant to the site, & reptile survey of the overall site and & bat survay of the
clisused house, This information is required by the Local Planning Authority {LPA) since as part of
any planning application, Governmant Planning Policy requites LPAs to base their decision
making upon up-to-date information abowt protected species. This information is also needed to
inform the need for a European Protected Species (EPS) licence 1o be applied for from Natural
England, in relation to great crested newt

1.4 Aims of Study

in orger o inform the planning application for the site, Greenlink Ecology Ltd has been
commissionad by Mr. R F Wickans, the owner of the site, 1o carry out protected species survey
work for great crested newt, raptiles and bats.

The aim of this report is to present the results of the protected spedies survey work undertaken
for the site, and highlight any areas of conservation concern. This report also makes
recomimendations In terms of what mitigation/compensation measures are required for protectad
spacies n order for the proposed works to progress withow! causing an offence against the
tegisiation.
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2 Mathodology

The survey work fur the following protecied species was undertsken by Leon Brown MIEEM,
accreditad agent of Natuwral England great crested nawt licence holder no. 20082077 and holder
of Natural England bat licence holder no. 20091108

2.1 Great Crested NMewt

For great crested rewt {Triturus oristatus], the survey methodalegy has been defined in detail by
Natural England®, This requires a minimum of four PM/AM asurvey visita to be conducted by a
Natural England licensed scologist (or acoredited agent), between mid-March and mid-June, with
at least three of the PM/AM survey visity being undertaken between mid-Aprit and mid-May. #
great crested newts are recorded during these initial survey visits, two further PM/AM survey
visits are required in order to make a population size class assessment.

The pond which is located adjacent to the site’s western boundary was swrveyed in full for the
presence of great crested newt, churing four PM/AM survey visits, which wers undertaken under
optimal weather conditions, incorpavating three of the approved survey mathods including bottle
trapping, torch-lighting and egg searching.

2.2 Reptiles

Forty muxed material Artificial Cover Objacts (ACQOs} were distributed throughout the site where
thare are semi-natural habitats presert which are potentially suitable to support reptiles (Le. a
mosaic of ruderal vegetation, grasstand and bare ground}. These ACOs attract reptiles to them, it
prasent within an srea, as they represent optimal basking and sheltering habitats. The overall site
and the ACOs were subsscuently checked on seven separate occasions for the presence of
repiifes, under suitable climatic conditions, by an experienced scologist,

Three arsas to the north of the site were included in the repiile survey, once reptiles had been
recorded within the site, to inform a mitigation and compensation strategy for the site since thay
have the potential to act as receptor sites for translocated reptiles. Thinty ACTs were distributed
throughout these areas, identified in Appendix 2 as A, B and €, which were then subsequently
checked on seven separate occasions for the presence of reptiles, under suitable climatic
conditions, by an experienced ecologist,

2.3 Bats

Two dusk bat emergence survay visits were undertaken for the derelict house in the south part of
the site, in accordance with the guidance published by the Bat Conservation Trust’. Each
viewable aspect of the buildings was covered by a surveyor using Anabat SD1 and BatBox 1D
bat detectors, to ensure that any bats emsrging at dusk would be identified and ultrasonic
echnlocation calls recorded to enable species identification. The dusk ermergence survey visits
began approximately half an hour before sunset and continued untl approximately two hours
after sunset,

During the swrvey visits the numbers of emerging bats and approximate locations from which
bats were ssan emerging was noted, Any bat ultrasonic echolocation calls that were made within
range of the bat detectors wers recorded and later analysed on & computer to determine which
species of bat made them.

EManher of the nstitute of Ecology end Environmental Slanagement (Full
 rent Drested Newt Mitigation Guidefines. Feterborough: English Natuwe (20071

* Bt Consanation Trush Bat Srveys « Good Practice Guidelines {2007)
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3 Results

3.1 Great Crested Newt

In surmnmary, great crested newt was not recurded by any of the survey methods used during any
of the survey visits and i Is considerad that the species is not present within or close to the site.
The more comman and widespread species of smnoth newt {Tritweus vulgaris) and palmate newt
{Triturus helvetica) were also not recorded and it is considerad that this is fikely to be dus w
several factors, including the relative immatwrity of the pond {circa 20 years old), the presence of
large fish which will eat the eggs and larvae of newts, and the relative ecological iscdation of the
site from the surrounding area due to the presence of the rallway ling, main road and business
park. The detailed survey results for the pond are provided below in Table 1.

Date Weather conditicns Method | Result
U6f05/2009 | Scattered cloud, 14%C Torch - Negative
07/08/200% | Qvercast, light breeze 15°C | Trap | Negative
120052009 | Scattered cloud. 13°0 Torch ' Negativa
13/05/2009 | Dyercast, light breere, 15%C | Trap | Negative
T4/DRS2009 | Overcast, stll, 14°C Torch Megative
15/05/2009 | Overcasy, light bresze. 18°C | Trap Negative
19052009 | Clear, caol, 13C Torch Negative

| 2005/2009 | Seatered clopd, 20 [ Trep [ Negative

3.2 Reptiles

bt summary, two apecies of reptile were recorded consistently during the severs survey visits of
the site, including slow worm {Anguis fragifis) and common lizard {Lacerta vivipara), Reptiles were
recorded throughout the site, with most being recorded around the pond and edges of ruderal
vegetation in the northern part of the site. Matwre individuals of both sex and juveniles wers
racorded during the survey for both species, indicating that the site supports a breeding
population of slow worm and common lizard, Within areas A, B and C, lower numbers of both
stow worm and common lizard wers recorded during the seven survey visits, which is most likely
due to thess areas being dominated by amenity grassland or tall ruderal vegetation, which are
sub-optimal habitats for reptile use, The detailed survey results are provided below in Takle 2

Date Weather conditions Species Site | Area A 1 ArsaB | Areal
06/G5/2009 | N/A - Layout of ACOs WA N/A A TTTNTA N/A
s iy . N Slow wornm ¥ NAA A INTFY
F2/G5/2009 | Scatterad cloud, 18°C i Tt e . Xy
SO atterad Compnarn flzard | 2 NA& NYA NAA
o fseees | e i e | Slow worm 1 NIA N/A Ni&
TR/0542008 | Qvercast, light bragze, 17°C o - BNy S—
VY L Cveraast, ight breeze. 1 e T 10 WA TNIATNA
\ v e ; ~ Slow worm 3 NiA MA BAA
40572009 -atterend cloud, 18°C - R - -~
’ Scattored cloud. 8% Commuon lizard | 3 N/A A BAA
e . . i Slaw wor 2 NAA MNAA WA
15A05/ 2009 | Ovarcast, light hresze, 16°C 3 e T ;
/” varcast, ght ires Cormraon lizard | 2 N/A N i N/A
i e : . fowe weorm i 3 {3 i
20/05/2009 | Seattered clousd, 20C gowworn Ll 2 ¢
e Vi,ams’ncm fizard | 2 { 1 1
R i Slow wornm 3 HE U i)
21052008 | Clear, warm, 20°C I I S
' R er 7777777777777777777777777777777 Comon lizard |1 Y O a
) ., Slow worrra 1 2 3 1
2572009 | Clesr, warm, 20°C = R
Clgar, warm. Z0°C Common lizard |} 1] g it
e e s o N/A LT 0 0
IE A2 3 rad o el hcdisc TR RSSO ‘
/bfub 409 | Scattered cloud, 21°C 7 N7A T 3 »
2E/0B/2009 § Clear, wann. 28°C Slove warm NA 1 1 g

ARUN DISTRICT COUNCIL LU/283/14/PL




Mr R F Wickens

Novway Lane Site, Littleharsptan

Date | Weather conditions Spedies Site | Area & VVAré‘éme‘ Area C
777777 Common Heard | N/A 18 0 1
< iE s . Slow worm NiA 1 g {
SFAON200% | Clear, warm, 2000 i - e e
“ 0 A}( V(VF&%, e | Common lizacd I N/A 1 0 0 1
s e | . - L Slow warm NEA, 2 i 4
U}f{]éf'g(\:}&? i S--att . *-;1@5 :i)‘\”\f{, 21\\- e s e =
o . ‘w" I Cornmon lzard | N/A_ | 8 g 2

3.3 Bats

In surmmary, the emergence survey visit that was undertaken on 20% May 2009 recorded one
commen pipistrelle {Pipistrefius pipistrellus) bat emerging from a hole in the soffit area of the
eaves on the south side of the house, with no other bats recorded smerging from any other
iocation, The emergence survey visit that was undertaken on 27% May 2009 did not record any
bats emerging from any parts of the house, Relatively low lewels of bat foraging activity were
observad around the area, In particular from around the pond where both common pipistrelle
and soprang pipiatrelle (Pipistreflus pygmaens) bats were recorded. The detalled results of the
bat emergence survey are provided below in Table 3.

Table 3: Datails of t

he emergence survey results.

Date Waather conditions

Time of | Temp at
sunset | sunset

Spacies of bat recorded amarging
{numbers)

20/05/09 | Overcast, humid 2053 113 Comman pipisteile {1)
2RON09 | Seatterad doud, recent rain | 31:03 1450 N/A

In addition to the amergence survey the interior and exterior of the howse were inspected for
evidence of, or potential for bats. Features and evidence considered included:

»  Raof and wall construction;

s (Other external features that bave the potential to be actual bat roosts or provide
access 1o roosting opportunities within the buildings;

= Ay droppings and/or staining on external walls;

+  Scattersd or accumulated bat droppings {identifisdd by their dry, powdsany texture
when compressad) within the roof voids or sround entrances o potential roosts;

#  Places where cobwebs have been swept away: and

*  The actual presence of live or dead bats.

In surrenary, no evidence of bats was recordad from the internal and external inspection of the
house. It s considered that this building has very limited potertial roost features that could only
be used by low numbers of seasonally roosting bats during the spring-autumn.
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4 Assessment

4.1 Constraints

Thers were no significant constraints to any of the protected spades survey work conducted for
the site, sinve the survay visits ware underiaken within the correct seasonal peried, by an
appropriately licensed and experienced swrveynr using stendard survey technigues. It s
consiclerad that tha suite of surveys for proteciad species have been thorough and rigorous and
in full accordance with the published guidelings, whare applicable.

4.2 Potential Impacts
4.2.1 Great Crested Newt

Since greet crested nawls have not baen recorded within the pond adjacent to the site, it is
considered that there are no percaived impacts 1o individuals, or to the conservation status of
the loval great crested newt popudation as a result of the proposed waorks,

422 Reptiles

Slow worm and conimon Bzard have been recorded within the site, which are the least mobile of
the four more relatively common and widespread species of reptile found in the UK. These
species ars unable to disperse natwrally away from human distirbance associated with land
clearance and in addition, are unable 1o react to threats during the winter when reptiles
hibernate. Therefore without appropriate mitigation the praposed works could result in direct
impacts 1o these species of reptile through injury or mortality, which would be an offence against
domestic law, However by using best practice mitigationfcarnpensation measures, it s
cemsidered that negative impacts to indivichal reptites and to the conservation status of the local
repitile population can be avoided,

4.2.3 Rats

Since @ single comwmon pipistrelle bat has been recorded emerging from the house, the
demolition of this building could lead to dirsct negative impacts on bats including injury or
mortality and the disturbance, damags and destruction of an aciual roost site, all of which would
be an offence against legislation. Howaver, despite these potential fmpacts, by using best
practice mitigation/compensation measwras, it i considered thet negative impacts to individual
bats and to the conservation status of the local bat population can be avoided,

4.3 Legislation and Policy

4.3.1 Reptiles

Al species of reptile native to the UK are afforded legal protection under the Wildlife and
Countryside Act 1981 (as amended by the CRoW Act 20000 in respect of deliberats, intentional

o reckless killing and injuring. Protection is not extended to the habitats of slow worm and
cammon lizard.

} 25 v been amended by the
of Way At 2000 {CRaW Act). Une of the most impontant of thesg is the addition of the word Teecidess” within
Qi of the Wildiife anef Courttrysitde Act TRRT, which makes grosecution sasier.

Courtryside gnd §
affenes under Ses
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4.3.8& Bats

British bats, and thebr habitats, are protected under the Wildlile and Countryside Act 1987 {as
amended), and by the Conssrvation (Natural Habitats &c.} Regulations 1994, as smended by the
Conservation (Natural Habitats, 8.} {Amendments} Regulations 2007% and 2009.

The legislation makas it Hlegal under the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 {as amended} to:

rtentionally or recklessly kill, injure o take a wild bay,

¢ Be in possession or control of any live or dead wild bat or any part of, or anything
derfvad from, a wild bat,

s intentionally or recklessly obstruct access to any place that a wild bat uses for
shelter or protection; and

*  intentionally or recklessly disturby any wild bat while it is occupying a structure or
place that it uses for shalter or protection.

All speciss of British bat are Ewopesn Protected Species {EPS)L As such under the Habitat
Rt&gu-iatsana 1994 {as amended} it is an offence to

+  Deliberately vapture, injure v kill any wild animal of & Ewopsan Protected
Specias;
+  Debberately disturh wild animals of any such species. Disturbance of animals
includes in particular any disturbance which is likely 1o
& impair their ability -
*to survive, Yo breed or reproduce, or to rear or nurture their young;
or
* in the case of animals of a hibemating or migratory species, to
hibernate or migrate; or
o aftect signiticantly the local distribution or sbundance of the species to
which they belong;
*  Daliberately damage or destroy a breeding site orresting place of such an animal,

4.3.3 Planning Policy Statement ¥ (PPS%)

PSS Biodivensity and Geological Conservation, sets out government planning policies on the
protection of biodiversity and geological conservation through the planning system. Local
Planning Authorities (LPAs) are required under FPSY to make planning decisions which are based
upon wp-to-date information ahout the environim 'ntai characteristivs of areas, including the
presence of legally protecied spacies and designated sites for neture conservation. nthe context
of development proposals, LPAg are directed to ensure that species of principal conservation
importance arg protacted from the adverse effects of chweiorsmefsd:e whare appropriate, by using '3;
planning vonditions or obligations, The conservation of such species should be prometec
through the incorporation of beneficial biodiversity designs within developments,

s foy quts wz"-'c Feenidd constitute an offande by
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% Recommendations

Whilst not explicitly targeting the protected spedies that wre the focus of this report. a
fundamental recommendation for the site from an eoological perspective is that serninatural
abitats composad of pradominantly native species should be incorporated into the site. Treas,
adgerows and landscaps planting should seek to maintain ecological connectivity with the
surcounding area, which will be aesthetically pleasing to the new residents of the development as
well as benef: ting Jocal wildiife, This will also sllow the LPA& to ansure that as required under
PRGSO, the developroent is seeking 1o have a benefivial irnpact on hiodiversity.

.
g
;
N

5.1 Mitigation and Compensation

Mitigation in this context refers 1o practices which reduce or ramove the risk of potential impacts

caused by developrent {e.g. by changing the layout of a scheme, or altering the seasonal timing
of the work). Compematian in this context refers to works which attermpts to offset the impacts
causad by development {s.q. by the greation of new habitats).

51.1 Repties

A mitigation and compensation strategy for reptiles will need to be developed for the site, This
P

will nesd to be discussed with, and agreed in princpls with the Notural England Protected
Sprscias Advisor for Sussex. The strategy will need to comprise the followdng elements:

s Avoidance of killing or injury - taking all reasonable steps 1o ensure works do not
harm individuals, by altering working methods or tming to avold Impacting an
reptilas;

+  Habitat crestion, restorstion or enhancement « to provide recaptor arsas for
displacsdd animals, & compensation for habitats to be lost;

¥ Capture and removal from site, with exclusion fencing being used o pravent

repiiles entaring development areas; and

Long-ternt habilat managemsrd and maintenance - o enswe the reptile

population will persist.

&

Mitigation for the site will need to include the seasonal timing oty mrk« 1o avoid the p@rmcﬁ when
reptifes are in & vulnerable hibernating state and unable o respand to disturbance (s, during

winter, Qutobsr/Novamber-Februany/March depending on the climatel.

gomper‘satwm for «c,ptxim will } rrwo ve ¥ abnd‘t eri ancement foe th & recentnn dreas A or Band C

t Suppt the : e pay witich will swed to be
: e if ares A s to ba, used this will need to hwe & (}kmqt_, of management
ragime 50 that H‘e grass! s‘ is not mtensweiy maﬂagm and x masaic of Qtﬁi:,r habitats will need
to be created within the ared. I arsas B and U ave used, which are sinall I size and hencs would
naad 1 be considered Mg; at*wz the dense ;utiwa v@géia“’wﬂ andd nmpomc A of young trees
present would need to be remavad and a mosaic of other hahitats will need to be rreatad within
the arpas. To avold impacting upon nesting birds which may be using trees it iq reconmmended
that the clearance of any potential breeding habitat showdd take pEaLe outside of the breeding
season, which is March-July/August, depending upon the climate.

o be stinune avrisy :.m‘:‘q o b mstaltad,

W Tepties | :th . This harvier Tengirg
ntained thisughout the t\wmit}pnwm\m i carnple 1t=nn when the fencing
cant ba fema \fed and wpts’ea will rior fonger be axciuded frarm srea.

The £
w*w e
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the areas of enhanced habitat. A & - cgramma will then be ranpuired to
ensurs that reptifes are carsfully mmoved ix}m J @ 51 e and moved into the areas of ¢ h‘“ﬁ:“‘tﬂd
n 4b tats. T‘his weu!u‘ ncﬁ@ raptites  are active, chaing  March
C 3 i

The emargence survey visits that were undertaken rinr‘inq May 2009 recorded & single conwoon
fipistiedis Bat, emerging from the soffits an the south side of the building. s considered likaly,
given that anly ong bat was recorded on one occasion that the house s mE\; of low intermittant
seasonal irmportance 0 male andfor non-breeding female commaon mp:m;ede bats. For this
FRASON

2 Buropean Protected Spacias (ERS) Heencs ia pov kel be regquirad for bats in relation
o theedhrnolition of ths bullding, although a mitigatmn and compensation sim‘tegw will need to
be developed w0 enstirs *;h:at thare ia no kiling of or injury o bats end ne net loss of roosting
habitat within, or close to the aite.

s identifisd in Natural En 32’1:"‘:5‘1'0 published guidelines®, mitigation will need 1o be carried out
durirg an appropriate time of the year, 10 avold impacting uporn bats during vulnerable fife-cycle
stages and woder the supervision of an 1ppmpnatﬁiy ﬁxpe rericed and licensed acologist. The
sptimaltimes for building demiolition works are spring and autumn, since at these times of the
year bata are most likely to be able to naturally disperse from disturbance and will net have
dependent non-flving young. Compensation for bats will reguire there to be no nat loss of
roosting pr)rtur\s’( es as a resull of the development. This will mean thet abthough an
intermittently used roost feature Uft@'}ﬂy as.sou%tmi wn‘i the house will be lost, prior to the
"i.“k)i ion of building bat b wr e inat ravigie oF lorations an suitably sired

totracd trues. This will ensure that f:he:es is & divars a*cy r.n‘ remperature and huridity mndst ons,
which will aifmrv bats 1o prefeamtrai»y sael out the most suitable roosting lowations throughout
the year. The exact position and design of the bat boxes should be determinad uparcadvics from
a licensed ecologist.

* Bat Mitigation Suidelines. A Mitchailiones: English Naturs (3024},
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& Conclusions

Greentink Ecology Ltd was commissioned to undertake a series of protectad species surveys for
great crested newt, reptiles and bats, The results of the survey work indicate that great crested
fewt does not need to De congsidered further but thay reptiles and bats are prolected species
constraints o the proposed works,

Since the proposed works have the potential to impact o reptiles and bats, a mitigation and
compensation strategy wilt be required for these species, which will ensure that there are no
irnpacts te individuals through killing or injury and that the conservation status of lucal reptile and
bat populations is maintained. This strategy is lkely to be made a condiion of planning
permission, if grantad for the site.

Provided that appropriate mitigation and compensation is cared aut for reptiles and bats, as
would be outlined in a detalled mitigation and compensation strategy, there should be no
acverse impacts on individual reptiles or bats, or to the local reptite/bat populstion,
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7 Additional Information

it should be noted that observations relating to protected/notable species are valid at the time of
survay, It is possible that protected/notable spacies not present during the survey may utilise or
atherwise colonise the site since it was surveyed.
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& Appendices
Appendix 1: Aarial images ilhustrating the site {within the red ling} and swrrounding area

Ptorah 1: Site and immediate surrgunding area

R

0

Photograph 2 Site and wider surrounding area
N 3

i
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Appendix 2: Areas A, B and C which are candidate receptor s tigation
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