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Hedgehog Highways - ✓ 

Native Tree and Shrub 

planting and management 
✓ ✓ 

Grassland planting and 

management 
✓ ✓ 

 

This EMMP has been produced in consultation ACD Environmental to ensure that they 

align with the landscaping plans produced by ACD Environmental to support the 

reserved matters application. 

1.2 The Site 

The site is located in Littlehampton, West Sussex, centred on National Grid Reference 

(NGR) TQ 0320 0409 (Map 1). 

The site comprises five parcels of grassland and sparsely vegetated habitats. The site 

is set within the wider North Littlehampton development, with the immediate 

surrounding area being dominated by recent residential development.  

1.3 Aims and Scope of Report 

The aim of this document is to outline the proposed ecological mitigation and 

management required at the site. The mitigation and management plan sets out the 

mitigation and management prescriptions for the site in order to retain the long-term 

ecological value. This plan covers a period of 10 years following the commencement 

of the development. 

1.4 Site Proposals 

The proposals cover two areas the Local Centre, which entails the construction of a 

new local centre comprising 1,472 square metres of retail floor space, 418 square 

metres of community use, 94 residential units, a civic public open space and Phase 6B 

which entails the construction of 17 new residential units and a Local Equipped Area 

for Play (LEAP). 

The report is based on the proposals plan produced by Persimmon Homes, dated 

January 2025 (Drawing No. 519_PL_Ph6b_100, Rev. A) and by SHW Architecture 

(Appendix 1).    
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2.0 MITIGATION AND MANAGEMENT PLAN OBJECTIVES 

2.1 Introduction 

This section provides an overview of the objectives of the Ecological Mitigation and 

Management Plan for the site. Specific objectives for each individual habitat type are 

detailed within the management prescriptions.   

2.2 Overview of Mitigation and Management Plan Objectives 

The overarching objective of the Ecological Mitigation and Management Plan is to 

retain and enhance the long-term ecological value of the site. These will be achieved 

through the following measures: 

▪ Creation of new, native species-rich and wildlife friendly habitats to enhance 

biodiversity at the site; and 

▪ Establishment of long-term management prescriptions for new and retained 

habitats to ensure the habitat diversity and suitability for wildlife is maintained. 

2.3 Structure of the Mitigation and Management Plan 

The general overarching management prescriptions for the site are provided within 

Section 3.0, with species specific management and mitigation measures detailed in 

Section 4.0. 

The main habitat types which are the focus of this management plan are grassland, 

native trees and shrub. Management prescriptions for each of these habitat types are 

detailed individually within Section 5.0. 
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3.0 GENERAL MANAGEMENT PRESCRIPTIONS 

3.1 Introduction 

This section provides an overview of the general management prescriptions for the site.  

3.2 Review 

As part of on-going monitoring and review process, the management plan will be 

periodically reviewed in order to ensure that the objectives are being met. Details of 

this review process are provided within Section 6.0.  

3.3 Responsibilities 

The implementation of the management plan will be the responsibility of the landowner, 

who will likely transfer the ownership of the land to a third party following the completion 

of the development. This third party will be responsible for implementing the 

management plan. For the purposes of this management plan the “management site” 

is the area of the site which will retained by the third party and outside of residential 

ownership.  

3.4 Contractors 

The proposed management works will be undertaken by specialist contractors with 

suitable experience in the management measures proposed. Monitoring and review 

will be undertaken in conjunction with suitably qualified ecologists with other specialists, 

employed/consulted as necessary. 
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4.0 SPECIES-SPECIFIC MITIGATION AND MANAGEMENT 

4.1 Introduction 

This section provides an overview of the species-specific mitigation measures and 

management prescriptions for the site. These measures are also shown on Map 2 and 

Map 3. 

4.2 Bats 

New external lighting to be installed on the new development will comprise hooded 

luminaires directed away from vegetation. Ideally the bulbs will be LED and at the 

warmer end of the spectrum (i.e. avoiding blue or white light). LED lights emit much 

lower levels of UV and therefore have a lower impact on wildlife. The new lighting will 

be task-related, associated with specific entrance/exit points of the development. The 

lux level will be as low as possible to allow the task to be carried out safely and 

effectively. Guidance on task-related lighting levels and mitigation options as described 

within the Bats and Artificial Lighting in the UK report will be followed (Institution of 

Lighting Professionals, Bat Conservation Trust, 2023). 

Ten Vivara Pro Build-in Bat Tubes, or integrated bat tubes of a similar design, will be 

integrated into new residential units within Phase 6B. The tubes will be installed as high 

as possible on the northern or western elevations of the new buildings. 

New public open space planting and tree and shrub planting within the Local Centre 

and Phase 6B will provide replacement foraging and commuting habitats for bats. 

4.3 Reptiles  

Due to the risk of killing/injuring slow-worm and common lizard during the construction 

works, a translocation exercise will be undertaken to remove individual animals from 

the Phase 6B development area. The Local Centre parcels will not require a 

translocation exercise prior to clearance. 

A receptor site has been identified within grassland habitats to the east of the site. As 

the receptor site lies directly adjacent to the rest of the site and the reptiles within the 

site are likely to move in and out of this area on their own, it considered that the 

translocation of any reptiles into this area is not likely to cause overcrowding issues. 

Five hibernacula will be constructed within the receptor site (Figure 1). The hibernacula 

will be constructed from logs and stones and were dug in slightly into the ground, with 

the resultant turf placed over the top of the hibernacula to provide cover. 
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5.0 HABITAT-SPECIFIC MANAGEMENT 

5.1 Introduction 

This section provides an overview of the habitat-specific management objectives and 

prescriptions for the site.  

5.2 Native Trees and Shrubs 

Native trees are present within the site, some of which are to be retained. Native tree 

and shrub planting is also to be undertaken across the site.  

5.2.1 Objectives for Native Trees and Shrubs 

The specific objectives for native trees and hedgerow habitats are to: 

▪ Establish and maintain new tree/shrub planting and hedgerow. 

5.2.2 Mitigation and Enhancement 

A number of trees will be included within the development, these will comprise native 

species. Following previous comments from the Local Planning Authority it is 

recommended that a proportion of these specimens comprise whitebeam Sorbus aria 

as this is a characteristic native species associated with the area. 

5.2.3 Management Prescriptions 

All landscape is to be maintained in accordance with BS 7370 Part 3:1991 and Part 

4:1993, including weed control. Management works should be undertaken over winter 

(October to February) in order to avoid the nesting bird period.  

Any plants dying within the first year will be replaced with matching species. Light, 

regular, trimming of the trees and shrubs in the first five years will encourage dense, 

bushy growth and is recommended. After five years, cutting will occur on a biennial 

basis (every two years) to provide a bushy habitat with suitability for a range of species 

including common breeding birds. 

5.3 Grassland 

New grassland planting will include residential gardens and new areas of open space.  

5.3.1 Objectives for Grassland 

The specific objectives for the grassland habitat are to: 

▪ Increase ecological value of grassland habitats on site through creation of native 

species areas of planting; and 

▪ Introduce a suitable management regime for grassland, in order to encourage 

herbaceous diversity and provide suitable habitat for a range of species. 
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5.3.2 

5.3.3 

Mitigation and Enhancement 

New areas of grassland planting will have a minimum depth of soil of 300mm and will 

be seeded with Emorsgate EM2 Standard General Purpose Meadow Mixture, or 

similar. Those areas of grassland in proximity to the proposed housing will be seeded 

with an appropriate mix specified by the landscaping contractor and detailed in the 

landscaping strategy. 

Management Prescriptions 

The new grassland planting outside of the residential areas will be cut on a rotational 

basis, once during the spring (April to May) and once during the autumn (August to 

September). Arisings will be removed to reduce the nutrient loading (over a long period 

of time). 
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6.0 MONITORING AND REVIEW 

A review of the mitigation and enhancement measures implemented will be undertaken 

by a suitably qualified ecologist following the completion of the development. Following 

the implementation of the proposed mitigation and enhancement measures, any 

necessary revisions to the Ecological Mitigation and Management Plan will be made.  

It is proposed that the party responsible for implementation of this mitigation and 

management plan carry out regular ad hoc monitoring at the site to establish any 

obvious deviations or faults. Where any issues are highlighted, a suitably qualified 

ecologist will be consulted for advice where necessary.  

An integral part of the mitigation and management plan process will be a system of 

monitoring and a formal progress review. There will be a review meeting at the end of 

five years, post-completion, attended by the landowner and management contractor, 

to discuss the progress of the activities undertaken. This will enable issues to be 

identified and resolved where required. The meeting will take place to judge the 

effectiveness of the plan’s aims, objectives and prescriptions.  

The monitoring and review process will comprise a review report to include the following 

elements: 

▪ Details of extent, timing and outcome of all works undertaken in the previous 

five years; 

▪ Managing agent’s assessment of effectiveness of works undertaken and the 

Ecological Mitigation and Management Plan as a whole; and 

▪ Recommendations for next five year’s management requirements. 
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Map 1 Site Location Plan 
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Map 2 Ecological Mitigation and Management Plan 
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Map 3 Reptile Translocation Area and Receptor Site Location 
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Appendix 1 Site Proposals Plan 












