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With regards to the proposed apartments - from a crime prevention perspective, it will be imperative that access 
control is implemented into the design and layout to ensure control of entry is for authorised persons only. 
Tradesperson or timed-release mechanisms are not advised as they have been proven to be the cause of 
antisocial behaviour and unlawful access to communal developments. 

With regards to postal arrangements within the development - there are increasing crime problems associated 
with letter plate apertures, such as identity theft, arson, hate crime, lock manipulation and ‘fishing’ for personal 
items (which may include post, vehicle and house keys, credit cards, etc). I recommend the postal 
arrangements for the apartments and the houses is through the wall or externally mounted secure post boxes as 
the absence of the letter aperture effectively reduces unnecessary access to the block.   
 
Where parking occurs within the development - it is important that parking spaces are within view of an active 
room within the property. An active room is where there is direct and visual connection between the room and 
the street or the car parking area. Such visual connections can be expected from rooms such as kitchens and 
living rooms, but not from bedrooms and bathrooms. 

With regards to any proposed EV charging points - it is important when considering their location that the 
provisions of any relevant building regulations are complied with and that consultation is undertaken with the 
relevant fire strategy authority, be this a local authority appointment or a fire and rescue service officer, to 
ensure that appropriate advice is incorporated into designs and specifications. 
 
With regards to footpath and bicycle route design - routes for pedestrians, cyclists and vehicles should be 
integrated into the development in order to assist easy, intuitive wayfinding through the application of inclusive 
design by increasing activity and therefore natural surveillance, proven deterrents for crime and anti-social 
behaviour. As stated in the Department for Transport Local Transport Note 1/20 (July 2020) Cycle Infrastructure 
Design: “Cycle networks should be planned and designed to allow people to reach their day-to-day destinations 
easily, along routes that connect, are simple to navigate and are of a consistently high quality.” 
 
With regards to proposed cycle parking within the development - research by the ‘Design against Crime Centre’ 
suggests that cyclists should be encouraged to lock both wheels and the crossbar to a stand rather than just the 
crossbar and therefore a design of cycle stand that enables this method of locking to be used is recommended. 
The minimum requirements for such equipment are as follows: • Galvanised steel bar construction (minimum 
thickness 3mm), filled with concrete; • Minimum foundation depth of 300mm with welded ‘anchor bar’.  

It is also the developer or developer’s agent’s responsibility to inform the Responsible Person(s), Fire and 
Rescue Service and Building Control of any bicycle storage facilities and/or other areas that may require the 
charging and storage of Lithium-ion powered vehicles or devices, within buildings or the wider site footprint, to 
ensure that the necessary fire suppression measures for the charging and storage of lithium-ion powered 
vehicles have been considered and specified. 

Areas of play should be situated in an environment that is stimulating and safe for all children, be overlooked 
with good natural surveillance to ensure the safety of users and the protection of equipment, which can be 
vulnerable to misuse.  

They should be designed to allow natural surveillance from nearby dwellings with safe and accessible routes for 
users to come and go. Boundaries between public and private space should be clearly defined and open spaces 
must have features which prevent unauthorised vehicular access.  
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To provide a dog free environment for the proposed LEAPS - I would ask that consideration is given to 
surrounding the play areas with railings and self-closing gates.  

In order to maintain as much natural surveillance as possible – ground planting throughout the development 
should not be higher than 1 metre with tree canopies no lower than 2 metres. This arrangement provides a 
window of observation throughout the area. This will enable capable guardians to report incidents to the 
authorities should they occur. A capable guardian has a ‘human element’ that is usually a person who, by their 
mere presence would deter potential offenders from perpetrating a crime.  
 
Lighting is an effective security measure and a useful tool for public reassurance in that it enables people to see 
at night that they are safe or to assess a developing threat and if necessary, identify a route they could take to 
avoid a potential issue. Recent events that have made national news and become the focus of concern over 
safety in public places means that there is merit in recognising the enormous value people place on being able 
to move around in public places at night under high quality lighting systems.  
 
Where lighting is implemented, it should conform to the recommendations within BS5489-1:2020. 
  
Finally, construction sites often suffer from theft, criminal damage, arson, and anti-social behaviour, all of which 
can have a major impact on completion dates and overall development costs. 

The SBD Construction Site Security Guide 2021 is designed to be risk commensurate and provides advice on 
how to secure the site from the moment the hoarding goes up until the moment the development is handed over 
to the client or end user. The advice is based on proven crime prevention principles that are known to reduce 
criminal opportunity by creating safer, more secure, and sustainable environments. It applies to all construction 
sites regardless of their size and is intended for all staff including security personnel.  

It is also recommended that contact is sought by the developer with local Neighbourhood Police Team (NPT) to 
establish good relations whilst the development is in the construction phase. 

Further advice on construction site security can be obtained from the Secured by Design Website: 
www.securedbydesign.com/images/CONSTRUCTION SITE SECURITY GUIDE A4 8pp.pdf 

Thank you for giving me an opportunity to offer comments in response. 
 
The Crime & Disorder Act 1998 heightens the importance of taking crime prevention into account when planning 
decisions are made.  Section 17 of the Act places a clear duty on both police and local authorities to exercise 
their various functions with due regard to the likely effect on the prevention of crime and disorder.  You are asked 
to accord due weight to the advice offered in this letter which would demonstrate your authority’s commitment 
to work in partnership and comply with the spirit of The Crime & Disorder Act. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
Miss Lee A Melbourne  
Designing Out Crime Officer 
Local Policing Service Improvement & Engagement Department 
Sussex Police Headquarters 
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Should you have any comments to make, these should be sent by replying to this email by 11th January 2026 . You can also monitor the progress of this application through 

the Council web site: 

https://www.arun.gov.uk/planning-application-search 

Please be aware that any comments you may make will be available on our website so please do not insert personal details or signatures on your reply.  

Should the application go to appeal the Planning Inspectorate will publish any comments made to the Council on their website:https://acp.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/ 

but they will protect personal details. 

In the absence of a reply within the period stated, I shall assume that you have no observations to make. 

Yours sincerely 

Hannah Kersley 

Planning Officer- Arun District Council 

Telephone: 01903 737856 

Email: hannah.kersley@arun.gov.uk 

PLCONSULT (ODB) 2020 

https://www.arun.gov.uk  
DX 57406 Littlehampton 

You can view Arun District Council's Privacy Policy from https://www.arun.gov.uk/privacy-policy 

Important Notice This e-mail is intended exclusively for the addressee and may contain information that is confidential and/or privileged. If you are not the intended recipient (or authorised to receive it for the 

addressee), please notify the sender and delete the e-mail immediately; using, copying, or disclosing it to anyone else, is strictly prohibited and may be unlawful. Any views, opinions or options presented are 

solely those of the author and do not necessarily represent those of Arun District Council. The information in this e-mail may be subject to public disclosure under the Freedom of Information Act 2000, therefore 

we cannot guarantee that we will not provide the whole or part of this e-mail to a third party. The Council reserves the right to monitor e-mails in accordance with relevant legislation. Whilst outgoing e-mails are 

checked for viruses, we cannot guarantee this e-mail is virus-free or has not been intercepted or changed and we do not accept liability for any damage caused. Any reference to "e-mail" in this disclaimer 

includes any attachments.  

********************************************************************** 

You can report crime and incidents online at 

https://www.sussex.police.uk/report-online 

 

We want to know your views - see what’s new and give us your feedback and suggestions at www.sussex.police.uk  

If you have received this message in error, please contact the sender as soon as possible - you may not copy it, or make use of any information 

contained in it for any purpose, or disclose its contents to any other person. Messages sent and received by Sussex Police are not private and may be 

the subject of monitoring.  


