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1.0 INTRODUCTION 
 
1.1 The Ecology Partnership was commissioned by Store Property to undertake a Biodiversity 

Net Gain (BNG) assessment for land at Burger King Worthington Road Services, 

Rustington, A259, Littlehampton, BN17 6LE, hereafter referred to as the ‘site’ (Figure 1).  

 
Figure 1: Site red line boundary. 

 
1.2 The proposals are for a new drive-thru for the restaurant (Figure 2).  

 
Figure 2: Proposed development. 
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2.0 METHODOLOGY 
 
2.1 The site was surveyed on 13th May 2026 by ecologist Emer Hicks BSc (Hons) MSc. The 

surveyors identified the habitats present, following the UK Habitat classification system 

(UKHab V2). The habitats within the site were also subject to the Statutory BNG Metric 

Condition Assessment. The site was surveyed on foot and the existing habitats and land 

uses were recorded on an appropriately scaled map. 

 
2.2 The Statutory Biodiversity Metric (version 1.0.4) has been used to calculate biodiversity 

losses and gains for habitats within the site. The metric is a separate excel document and 

underpins the Environment Act’s provision for mandatory BNG in England. This excel 

document supports this report and will be provided separately. 

 
2.3 The Statutory Biodiversity Metric uses habitat as a proxy for wider biodiversity with 

different habitat types scoring different values according to their relative biodiversity 

value. These are dependent on the condition and location of the habitat, in order to 

calculate ‘biodiversity units’.  

 
2.4 The site has been assessed in terms of the condition assessment of the baseline, and habitats 

were classified in more detail during this assessment.  

 
2.5 The condition assessments provide further scrutiny of the measured habitats. The 

condition of habitats is dependent on several parameters and may include aspects of 

management, the impact of invasive species and nutrient enrichment, which would affect 

species abundance and specific characterisation of habitat value. 
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Figure 3: Baseline habitats





Land at Burger King, Worthing Road Services            June 2026 
  

The Ecology Partnership       8  

 
Figure 4: On-Site Habitat Creation
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3.4 The habitat creation detailed in Figure 4 would result in a +42.54% biodiversity net gain in 

habitat units and satisfies the trading rules (Figure 5). 

 

 
Figure 5: Headline Results 

 
3.5 In terms of the mitigation hierarchy, the proposed development has maximised 

the biodiversity gains within the site.  

 
3.6 A detailed Habitat Management & Maintenance Plan will be developed at the detailed 

design stage to detail the long-term management of the proposed habitats to achieve the 

targeted habitat conditions, over a 30 year timespan. 
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4.0 PLANNING PORTAL 

 
4.1 The information below details the information required for the planning portal in reference 

to Biodiversity Net Gain. 

 
1) Do you believe that, if the development is granted permission, the general 

Biodiversity Gain Condition (as set out in Paragraph 13 of Schedule 7A of the Town 

and Country Planning Act 1990 (as amended)) would apply? * Required. 

 
 

 
 
 

2) Please provide the pre-development biodiversity value of onsite habitats on the date 

of calculation * Required. 

 
 
 

Note: This is either on the date of the application, or an earlier alternative date you seek 

to agree with the planning authority. 

 
3) Please provide the date the onsite pre-development biodiversity value was calculated  

* Required. 

 
 
 
 

4) If an earlier date, to the date of the planning application, has been used, please provide 

details why this date has been used. 

 
 
 
 

5) Which version of the biodiversity metric was used? * Required. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

☒ Yes 

☐ No 

0.32 area habitat units 

13/05/26 

N/A 

1.0.4 



Land at Burger King, Worthing Road Services                    June 2026 
  

The Ecology Partnership       11  

6) When was the version of the biodiversity metric used published * Required. 

 
 
 
 

7) Please provide the reference or supporting document/plan names for the: 

i. Biodiversity metric calculation. 

ii. Onsite irreplaceable habitats (if applicable). 

iii. Onsite habitats existing on the date of the application for planning permission (if 

applicable). 

Note: you must supply a complete biodiversity metric calculation with your application 

 
 
 
 

8) Does the pre-development biodiversity value and date used above factor in the loss 

of any onsite habitat because of activities carried out before the submission of this 

application? * Required. 

 
 

 

 
If Yes questions 9, 10 and 11 appear: 

 
9) Please provide the pre-development value of the onsite habitat before these activities 

were carried out * Required. 

 
 
 
 

10) Please provide the date the pre-development biodiversity value was calculated?  

* Required. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

03/07/2025 

Burger King.BNG.Issue 1 
The_Statutory_Metric_1.0.4.Burger King.Issue1 

☐ Yes 

☒ No 

N/A 

N/A 
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11) Please provide supporting evidence * Required. 

 
 
 

 
12) Does the development site have irreplaceable habitats (corresponding to the 

description in column 1 of [Schedule to the Biodiversity Gain Requirements 

(Irreplaceable Habitat) Regulations (2023)) which are: 

i. On land to which the application relates; and  

ii. Exist on the date of the application for planning permission, (or earlier agreed 

date) * Required. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
5.0 CONCLUSION 

 
5.1 The current ecological baseline value of habitats on site is 0.32 habitat units. 

 
5.2 Post-development the proposed value of the site is currently predicted to be 0.46 area units, 

equating to a change of +42.54%. 

 
5.3 All trading rules have been satisfied. 

 
5.4 A Habitat Management and Maintenance Plan (HMMP) will also likely be required to 

detail the necessary management required to achieve the targeted net gain, over a 30 year 

timespan.   

 

N/A 

☐ Yes 

☒ No 
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