


 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

COPYRIGHT 

The copyright of this document remains 
with Ecology Solutions. The contents of this 
document therefore must not be copied or 

reproduced in whole or in part for any 
purpose without the written consent of 

Ecology Solutions. 
 

PROTECTED SPECIES 

This report contains sensitive information 
relating to protected species. The 

information contained herein should not be 
disseminated without the prior consent of 

Ecology Solutions. 



12674: Premier Inn, Old Waitrose Site, Littlehampton 
Biodiversity Enhancement Layout  
January 26 
 

 

Table of Contents 

1. Introduction ............................................................................................................................................................. 2 

2. Biodiversity Enhancements .............................................................................................................................. 3 

3. Summary and Conclusions ...............................................................................................................................4 

 

 

 

 

Plans 

PLAN ECO1 Site Location and Ecological Designations 

PLAN ECO2 Biodiversity Enhancements 

 

 

 

APPENDIX 1 Landscape Proposals 

APPENDIX 2 Suitable Examples of Bat Bricks/Boxes 

APPENDIX 3  Suitable Examples of Swift Bricks 



12674: Premier Inn, Old Waitrose Site, Littlehampton 
Biodiversity Enhancement Layout   
January 26 

2 

1. Introduction 

1.1. Background 

1.1.1. Ecology Solutions was commissioned in December 2025 by Cumming Group to 
complete a Biodiversity Enhancement Layout (BEL) for the site known as 
‘Premier Inn, Old Waitrose Site, Littlehampton’ (see Plan ECO1), hereafter 
referred to as the ‘site’. 

1.1.2. Ecology Solutions has previously undertaken a suite of ecological surveys at the 
site and produced both an Ecological Assessment (dated July 2025)1 and 
Biodiversity Net Gain (BNG) Report (dated April 2025)2. These reports are 
referenced below where appropriate and should be read in conjunction with this 
document. 

1.1.3. Ecology Solutions was instructed to complete a BEL to discharge Condition 13 , 
which states: 

1.1.4. “13) Prior to any development above damp-proof course (DPC) level, a Biodiversity 
Enhancement Layout, providing the finalised details and locations of the 
enhancement measures contained within the "Ecological Assessment" by Ecology 
Solutions (V3, 03/07/25). This shall also include the placement of 6 swift bricks 
within the building and the use of pollinator planting in the external landscaped 
planters. The enhancement measures shall be implemented in accordance with 
the approved details prior to first occupation of any part of the development and 
all features shall be retained in that manner thereafter.” 

1.2. Site Characteristics and Proposals 

1.2.1. The site is approximately 0.56ha in size located in Littlehampton, approximately 
10km west of Worthing. The site consists primarily of hand standing and a former 
retail unit. With the only vegetation present being a large ornamental planter 
located in the west of the site. 

1.2.2. The current proposals for the site include the construction of a new Premier Inn 
hotel with associated infrastructure and green space. The proposals for the 
development can be seen at Appendix 1. 

1.3. Purpose of this Report 

1.3.1. This report is prepared to address the requirement for an BEL as part of the 
planning permission for the site. This report provides details of the proposed 
biodiversity enhancement measures proposed for fauna within the site along 
with their locations. These enhancements were suggested within the Ecological 
Assessment submitted to Arun District Council in July 2025. By following these 
measures, the development will be in line with all relevant legislative and 
planning policy requirements. 

 
 
1 Ecology Solutions (July 2025) Ecological Assessment. Document reference: EcoAss.12674.v3 
2 Ecology Solutions (May 2025) Update Biodiversity Net Gain Report. Document reference: 12674.BNG Report.v2 
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2. Biodiversity Enhancements 

2.1. Enhancements are proposed within the site for bats, nesting birds and invertebrates. 
The location of these can be seen on Plan ECO2. 

2.2. Bats 

2.2.1. As an enhancement for roosting bats within the local area, a total of three 
integrated bat boxes/bricks are proposed within the site as part of the 
development proposals. These are to be situated on the southern and eastern 
elevations of the new hotel building.  

2.2.2. Either Ibstock Bat Bricks or Habibat Bat Boxes (or similar) are recommended for 
their suitability for small common and widespread species such as Noctules 
Nyctalus noctule and Common Pipistrelles Pipistrellus pipistrellus that were 
recorded during the emergence surveys undertaken in 2025. 

2.2.3. Suitable examples of bat boxes can be seen at Appendix 2. 

2.2.4. Bat boxes/bricks should be installed at a suitable height (at least 3 metres above 
ground where safe installation is possible) to prevent potential disturbance from 
predators and vandals, and in locations away from any artificial light sources. 

2.2.5. Bat boxes/bricks will be checked periodically for the first five years following 
installation, by a suitably experienced ecologist to ensure that they are not 
damaged. Bat boxes/bricks will only be checked by a licenced bat worker and 
will be replaced if found to be damaged.  

2.3. Birds 

2.3.1. In order to provide new nesting opportunities for birds, a total of six integrated 
Swift Bricks (Manthorpe or similar) are to be incorporated into the new hotel 
building on the northern elevation. 

2.3.2. Swift bricks should be installed at a suitable height (at least 3 metres above 
ground where safe installation is possible) to prevent potential disturbance from 
predators and vandals, and in locations away from any artificial light sources. 

2.3.3. Swift bricks will be checked periodically for the first five years following 
installation, by a suitably experienced ecologist to ensure that they are not 
damaged. Swift bricks will only be checked by a licenced bat worker and will be 
replaced if found to be damaged.  

2.4. Invertebrates 

2.4.1. To provide new opportunities for invertebrates, pollinator friendly planting will 
be included into the new areas of landscaping, including the enhanced retained 
planter and newly created areas of mixed shrub. 

2.4.2. New tree planting within the site will provide further opportunities for 
invertebrates. 
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3. Summary and Conclusions 

3.1. Ecology Solutions was commissioned in December 2025 by Cummings Group to 
complete a Biodiversity Enhancement Layout (BEL) for the site at Premier Inn, Old 
Waitrose Site, Littlehampton. This BEL addresses Condition 13 and is to be 
considered as part of the planning application. 

3.2. This report provides details of the proposed biodiversity enhancement measures 
proposed for fauna within the site along with their locations.  

3.3. It is considered that adhering to the measures detailed within this report will result 
in an improvement in opportunities for protected and common place species within 
the site over the existing situation. 

3.4.  As such, it is considered that Condition 13 can be discharged.





























Bird Boxes
Manthorpe Swift Nesting Brick

The Manthorpe Swift Brick has been developed in conjunction with major 
house builders and conservation experts to provide a safe, spacious and 
habitable area to allow swifts to nest within the well built construction of 
modern houses.

Size: 227x80mm
Opening: 29x65mm

Manthorpe Dual Swift Brick

The Manthorpe Dual Swift Brick has been 
developed in conjunction with major house builders 
and conservation experts to improve the biodiversity 
of the built environment, providing a safe, spacious 
and habitable area to allow swifts to nest within the
construction of modern houses.

Size 445x85x150mm.
Opening Size: 29x65mm




