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1.0 INTRODUCTION 
 
1.1 The Ecology Partnership was commissioned by Dowsett Mayhew to undertake a 

Biodiversity Net Gain (BNG) assessment for land at the former Westholme Nursery, 

Littlehampton, BN17 7PP, hereafter referred to as the ‘site’ (Figure 1).  

 

 
Figure 1: Site red line boundary. 

 
1.2 The proposed development includes the erection of residential dwellings (Figure 2) with 

an area of open space on the northern aspect. The open space in the north will be a mixture 

of open space provision and new planting for the benefit of species such as house sparrow. 
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Figure 2: Proposed development. 

2.0 METHODOLOGY 
 
2.1 The site was surveyed on 12th May 2026 by Alexia Tamblyn MA (Oxon) MSc CEcol CEnv 

MCIEEM FRGS. The surveyors identified the habitats present, following the UK Habitat 

classification system (UKHab V2). The habitats within the site were also subject to the 

Statutory BNG Metric Condition Assessment. The site was surveyed on foot and the 

existing habitats and land uses were recorded on an appropriately scaled map. 

 
2.2 The Statutory Biodiversity Metric (version 1.0.4) has been used to calculate biodiversity 

losses and gains for habitats within the site. The metric is a separate excel document and 
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Figure 3: Baseline habitats
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Figure 4: On-Site Habitat Creation
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3.3 The habitat creation detailed in Figure 4 would result in a -41.97% biodiversity net loss in 

habitat units and a +137.10% biodiversity net gain in hedgerow units and does not satisfy 

the trading rules (Figure 5). 

 

 
Figure 5: Headline Results 

 
3.4 In terms of the mitigation hierarchy, the proposed development has maximised 

the biodiversity gains within the site, although due to the site solely being dwellings with 

private gardens, the proposed planting within the gardens cannot be included towards the 

overall biodiversity net gain. As such, with the purchasing of offsite BNG units, it is 

considered that the development has followed the mitigation hierarchy.    
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4.0 PLANNING PORTAL 

 
4.1 The information below details the information required for the planning portal in reference 

to Biodiversity Net Gain. 

 
1) Do you believe that, if the development is granted permission, the general 

Biodiversity Gain Condition (as set out in Paragraph 13 of Schedule 7A of the Town 

and Country Planning Act 1990 (as amended)) would apply? * Required. 

 
 

 
 
 

2) Please provide the pre-development biodiversity value of onsite habitats on the date 

of calculation * Required. 

 
 
 

Note: This is either on the date of the application, or an earlier alternative date you seek 

to agree with the planning authority. 

 
3) Please provide the date the onsite pre-development biodiversity value was calculated  

* Required. 

 
 
 
 

4) If an earlier date, to the date of the planning application, has been used, please provide 

details why this date has been used. 

 
 
 
 

5) Which version of the biodiversity metric was used? * Required. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

☒ Yes 

☐ No 

2.48 area habitat units, 0.10 hedgerow units 

12/05/26 

N/A 

1.0.4 
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6) When was the version of the biodiversity metric used published * Required. 

 
 
 
 

7) Please provide the reference or supporting document/plan names for the: 

i. Biodiversity metric calculation. 

ii. Onsite irreplaceable habitats (if applicable). 

iii. Onsite habitats existing on the date of the application for planning permission (if 

applicable). 

Note: you must supply a complete biodiversity metric calculation with your application 

 
 
 
 

8) Does the pre-development biodiversity value and date used above factor in the loss 

of any onsite habitat because of activities carried out before the submission of this 

application? * Required. 

 
 

 

 
If Yes questions 9, 10 and 11 appear: 

 
9) Please provide the pre-development value of the onsite habitat before these activities 

were carried out * Required. 

 
 
 
 

10) Please provide the date the pre-development biodiversity value was calculated?  

* Required. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

03/07/2025 

Westholme Nursery.BNG.Issue 1 
The_Statutory_Metric_1.0.4.Westholme Nursery.Issue1 

☐ Yes 

☒ No 

N/A 

N/A 
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11) Please provide supporting evidence * Required. 

 
 
 

12) Does the development site have irreplaceable habitats (corresponding to the 

description in column 1 of [Schedule to the Biodiversity Gain Requirements 

(Irreplaceable Habitat) Regulations (2023)) which are: 

i. On land to which the application relates; and  

ii. Exist on the date of the application for planning permission, (or earlier agreed 

date) * Required. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
5.0 CONCLUSION 

 
5.1 The habitat creation detailed in Figure 4 would result in a -41.97% biodiversity net loss in 

habitat units and a +137.10% biodiversity net gain in hedgerow units and does not satisfy 

the trading rules.  For habitat units, the proposed development would result in 

a deficit of 1.29 units and would not satisfy the trading rules due to the loss of other 

neutral grassland and scrub habitats. As such, offsite units will need to be purchased from 

a BNG habitat bank to provide a 10% biodiversity net gain as well as satisfy the trading 

rules. This should be conditioned as part of the planning permission. 

N/A 

☐ Yes 

☒ No 
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Footnote 2 – For example, this could include small, scattered areas of bare ground allowing for plant colonisation, or localised patches where not exceeding 5% cover. 
Footnote 3 – Species indicative of suboptimal condition for this habitat type include: creeping thistle Cirsium arvense, spear thistle Cirsium vulgare, curled dock Rumex crispus, 
broad-leaved dock Rumex obtusifolius, common nettle Urtica dioica, creeping buttercup Ranunculus repens, greater plantain Plantago major, white clover Trifolium repens and 
cow parsley Anthriscus sylvestris. 
Footnote 4 – Assess this for distinct habitat parcel. If the distribution of invasive non-native species varies across the habitat, split into parcels accordingly, applying a buffer 
zone around the invasive non-native species with a size relative to its risk of spread into the adjacent habitat, by applying professional judgment. 
Footnote 5 – Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as amended)  
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