
 

 
Thank you for your internet representation made on 18th August 2026 which has been recorded as an
objection with the comments as follows:
 
OWPC86006
 
I'm concerned about the materials used in these pitches, and the negative impact they have on both the
environment and public health. DEFRA states that these pitches are the main source of intentionally added
microplastic pollution in the UK. 
The most worrying issue is the rubber crumb - which the Environment Agency has said is unsuitable for sports
surfaces. This toxic micro-crumb is disturbed through any normal use of the pitch, and the particles end up in
our drains, soils, rivers, and wildlife. In addition, people using the pitch are exposed to them through
inhalation, skin contact, and accidental ingestion. They are already being banned in the EU, and the
NASUWT teachers union is against them on health grounds. As well as the crumb, millions of fake-grass
fibres are lost from a pitch every year, and these contain PFAS 'forever chemicals' that are also extremely
hazardous. 
These pitches have been shown to become very hot (much more than natural turf) which can cause burns in
the summer, so with the increasing likelihood of heatwaves the pitch will be impractical. In contrast, areas of
grass offer carbon sequestration, provide habitat for wildlife, and absorb and store water. This artificial grass
contaminates the soil, impacting the health of wildlife such as earthworms, and increasing flooding risks due
to the loss of absorbent surfaces. 
The upkeep of these pitches is much more costly, their life span is short, and the practical end-of-life recycling
options are very limited - resulting in even more micro-plastic waste.
 
Unfortunately, it is not possible for the council to respond to comments on planning applications but your
views as made above will be considered before the application is determined.
 
Please be aware that Planning Services operate an 'open file' policy and will publish your comments
including your name and address on the website. The website is updated once a day in the evening so it may
take up to 24 hours for it appear on there. Please make sure that you have only provided information that you

19th August 2026

Case Officer: Hebe Smith
Telephone: 01903 737626
Email: hebe.smith@arun.gov.uk

Sarah Kirk-Browne
5C Western Road, Littlehampton
BN17 5NP

Dear Sir/Madam,

Town & Country Planning Act 1990 (as amended)
Town and Country Planning (Development Management Procedure) (England) Order 2015

Application No: LU/157/26/PL

Site Address: Wick Football Club Crabtree Park Coomes Way Littlehampton BN17 7LS

Description of works: Change of surface from grass to artificial turf and erection of new 2.5m acoustic
fencing. This application is in CIL Zone 2 (zero rated) as all other development.
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are happy will be published in this way.  If you have  supplied information belonging to a third party, you must
make sure you have their permission to do so.  If you do not wish your comments to appear on the website or
on the file you will  need to confirm this  by emailing to planning@arun.gov.uk and I will arrange for it to be
destroyed although this means that  the content will then be disregarded. 
 
The majority of applications are determined under delegated powers by officers. Further information on the
decision making process can be found on the website at :https://www.arun.gov.uk/what-happens-next.
 
Some applications will be determined by the Planning Committee, and I shall write and inform you of the date
of the meeting and the procedures for public speaking if this is the case. However,  if your representation has
been received after the agenda for the meeting has been finalised and the notifications have been generated,
you will not receive notification. In this case, you will need to track the progress of the application on the
council's website https://www.arun.gov.uk/planning-application-search 
 
Any comments that are received after the agenda has been finalised  will  be separately reported to the
members of the Planning Committee.
 
Regardless of how the application is determined I will notify you of the decision.
 
Yours sincerely
 

Neil Crowther
Group Head of Planning
 
For details of how the Council will deal with your data please refer to our privacy notices on the website
https://www.arun.gov.uk/privacy-policy/ 
 
If you have provided an email address, all correspondence including the decision notice will be sent by email.
It is therefore important that you keep us informed if this changes during the course of this application.
 
To register to receive notification of planning applications in your area, please go to
https://www1.arun.gov.uk/planning-application-finder
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