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   WINTERING BIRD SURVEY 
  FORD, WEST SUSSEX 

  190416 
 ARTEMIS ECOLOGICAL CONSULTING 

Visit 2 
Date: 27/12/15 
 
Species Scientific name Count Observations 
Common 
buzzard 

Buteo buteo 2  

Sparrowhawk Accipiter nisus 1 Single bird over 
Kestrel Falco tinnunculus 1 Bird hunting field margins 
Black-headed 
gull 

Chroicocephalus 
ridibundus 

130 Small flock on ploughed 
field and c60 in STW.  

Common gull Larus canus 8 All birds flying over site 
Herring gull Larus argentatus 

argenteus 
119 Small groups on fields, 

buildings and flying over 
Lesser black-
backed gull 

Larus fuscus 7 Flying over site 

Feral pigeon Columba livia 44 Large flock on buildings 
off site 

Stock dove Columba oenas 6 Birds feeding in ploughed 
field 

Woodpigeon Columba palumbus 256 Mainly feeding on oilseed 
rape 

Collard dove Streptopelia 
decaocto 

9 Single flock of eight birds 

Green 
woodpecker 

Picus viridis 3  

Great spotted 
woodpecker 

Dendrocopos major 1  

Skylark Alauda arvensis 1 Single bird heard calling 
Meadow pipit Anthus pratensis 1  
Pied wagtail Motacilla alba 12  
Grey wagtail Motacilla cinerea 1 Bird associating with pied 

wagtails 
Wren Troglodytes 

troglodytes 
19  

Dunnock Prunella modularis 4  
Robin Erithacus rubecula 19  
Blackbird Turdus merula 31  
Song thrush Turdus philomelos 22  
Goldcrest Regulus regulus 4  
Long-tailed tit Aegithalos caudatus 7 Single flock noted 
Blue tit Cyanistes caeruleus 12  
Great tit Parus major 8  
Magpie Pica pica 22  
Jackdaw Corvus monedula 18  
Carrion crow Corvus corone 

corone 
57 Flock of 42 birds feeding 

on stubble 
Starling Sturnus vulgaris 1 Single bird in hedge 
House sparrow Passer domesticus 22 Mainly around fringes of 

site 
Chaffinch Fringilla coelebs 11  
Goldfinch Carduelis carduelis 46 Several double figure 

flocks noted around site  
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   WINTERING BIRD SURVEY 
  FORD, WEST SUSSEX 

  190416 
 ARTEMIS ECOLOGICAL CONSULTING 

Species Scientific name Count Observations 
Yellowhammer Emberiza citrinella 16 Flock of 16 feeding in oil 

seed rape field 
Reed bunting Emberiza 

schoeniclus 
1 Bird calling from stubble 

field 
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   WINTERING BIRD SURVEY 
  FORD, WEST SUSSEX 

  190416 
 ARTEMIS ECOLOGICAL CONSULTING 

Visit 3 
Date: 28/1/16 
 
Species Scientific name Count Observations 
Pheasant Phasianus colchicus 1  
Kestrel Falco tinnunculus 2 Both birds hunting field 

margins 
Grey partridge Perdix perdix 3  
Mediterranean 
gull 

Larus 
melanocephalus 

14 Flock of 12 flew to 
neighbouring fields.  

Black-headed 
gull 

Chroicocephalus 
ridibundus 

89 Small flock on flooded 
area of field.  

Common gull Larus canus 2 Both birds flying over site 
Herring gull Larus argentatus 

argenteus 
193 Small groups on fields, 

buildings and flying over. 
Group of 81 on roof of 
MRF 

Common snipe Gallinago gallinago 1 Single bird flushed from 
field margin 

Feral pigeon Columba livia 53 Large flock on buildings 
off site 

Stock dove Columba oenas 6 One flock of five birds 
Woodpigeon Columba palumbus 436 Mainly feeding on oilseed 

rape 
Collard dove Streptopelia 

decaocto 
8 Singles or pairs 

Green 
woodpecker 

Picus viridis 2  

Skylark Alauda arvensis 8 Singing birds recorded 
Pied wagtail Motacilla alba 4  
Grey wagtail Motacilla cinerea 2 Two singles around STW 
Wren Troglodytes 

troglodytes 
9  

Dunnock Prunella modularis 11  
Robin Erithacus rubecula 23 Many singing birds 

recorded 
Blackbird Turdus merula 23  
Redwing Turdus iliacus 20 In mixed flock with 

fieldfare 
Song thrush Turdus philomelos 9  
Fieldfare Turdus pilaris 20 In mixed flock with 

redwing 
Goldcrest Regulus regulus 3  
Long-tailed tit Aegithalos caudatus 7 Small groups recorded 
Blue tit Cyanistes caeruleus 9  
Great tit Parus major 15  
Magpie Pica pica 24 Mostly singles or pairs. 

One group of five birds 
Jackdaw Corvus monedula 2  
Carrion crow Corvus corone 

corone 
38  

Starling Sturnus vulgaris 10 Group of 9 in hedge by 
airfield memorial 
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   WINTERING BIRD SURVEY 
  FORD, WEST SUSSEX 

  190416 
 ARTEMIS ECOLOGICAL CONSULTING 

Species Scientific name Count Observations 
House sparrow Passer domesticus 34 Mainly around fringes of 

site along Rollaston Drive 
Chaffinch Fringilla coelebs 16  
Greenfinch Chloris chloris 1 Single bird over 
Goldfinch Carduelis carduelis 46 Several double figure 

flocks noted around site  
Linnet Linaria cannabina 1 Single bird over 
Siskin Carduelis spinus 1 Bird heard calling from 

alders near MRF 
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   WINTERING BIRD SURVEY 
  FORD, WEST SUSSEX 

  190416 
 ARTEMIS ECOLOGICAL CONSULTING 

Visit 4 
Date: 19/2/16 
 
Species Scientific name Count Observations 
Moorhen Gallinula chloropus 2 Both birds heard calling 

from off-site water bodies 
Buzzard Buteo buteo 1  
Pheasant Phasianus colchicus 1  
Kestrel Falco tinnunculus 2 Pair present in south-

eastern corner of site 
Grey partridge Perdix perdix 4 Two pairs seen 
Mediterranean 
gull 

Larus 
melanocephalus 

12 Birds mixed in with large 
flock of black-headed gull 

Black-headed 
gull 

Chroicocephalus 
ridibundus 

319 Birds distributed widely 
over southern fields. 
Largest flock of c190 
birds. 

Common gull Larus canus 1 Single bird flying over 
site 

Herring gull Larus argentatus 
argenteus 

71 Small groups on fields, 
buildings and flying over.  

Great black-
backed gull 

Larus marinus 4 Group of 4 flew over site 

Feral pigeon Columba livia 15  
Stock dove Columba oenas 7 One flock of five birds 
Woodpigeon Columba palumbus 226 Presence of gas guns in 

oilseed rape fields may 
have reduced numbers 
on site 

Collard dove Streptopelia 
decaocto 

11 Singles or pairs 

Green 
woodpecker 

Picus viridis 3  

Great spotted 
woodpecker 

Dendrocopos major 1  

Skylark Alauda arvensis 18 An increase in territorial 
activity recorded 

Meadow pipit Anthus pratensis 18 Small flocks recorded, 
possibly passage birds 

Pied wagtail Motacilla alba 2  
Wren Troglodytes 

troglodytes 
18 Increase in territorial 

activity recorded 
Dunnock Prunella modularis 17 Increase in territorial 

activity recorded 
Robin Erithacus rubecula 28 Many singing birds 

recorded 
Blackbird Turdus merula 27  
Mistle thrush Turdus viscivorus 2 Presumably a breeding 

pair 
Song thrush Turdus philomelos 8  
Fieldfare Turdus pilaris 40 Feeding on remaining 

stubble field 
Goldcrest Regulus regulus 7  
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   WINTERING BIRD SURVEY 
  FORD, WEST SUSSEX 

  190416 
 ARTEMIS ECOLOGICAL CONSULTING 

Species Scientific name Count Observations 
Long-tailed tit Aegithalos caudatus 3  
Blue tit Cyanistes caeruleus 14  
Great tit Parus major 19 Pairs beginning to form 

and territorial activity 
recorded 

Coal tit Periparus ater 1 Singing bird recorded in 
off-site conifers 

Magpie Pica pica 23 Mostly singles or pairs.  
Jackdaw Corvus monedula 2  
Carrion crow Corvus corone 

corone 
24 Included a flock of 14 

feeding in remaining 
stubble field 

Rook Corvus frugilegus 8 Several small rookeries 
located off-site 

Raven Corvus corax 1 Single bird flew over 
Starling Sturnus vulgaris 35 Flock of 29 flew east over 

airfield memorial 
House sparrow Passer domesticus 14 Mainly around fringes of 

site along Rollaston Drive 
Chaffinch Fringilla coelebs 34 A flock of 11 birds 

recorded on edge of 
remaining stubble field 

Greenfinch Chloris chloris 9 An increase in birds on 
site compared to earlier 
surveys 

Goldfinch Carduelis carduelis 19 No large flocks recorded 
Yellowhammer Emberiza citronella 1  
Siskin Carduelis spinus 15 Several small groups 

feeding in alders near 
MRF 
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