


 

Risk Assessment 

 

Although the tree currently presents a low risk of structural failure, continued 

canopy expansion will increase interference with the overhead telephone wires. 

Without appropriate management, the crown will continue to require reactive 

pruning to maintain statutory clearances from the telecommunications 

infrastructure. 

The increasing canopy size will also continue to contribute to excessive shading, 

reducing residential amenity and affecting the surrounding landscape. 

 

Recommendation 

 

It is recommended that the Holm Oak be re-pollarded to its previous pollard 

points in accordance with recognised arboricultural best practice. 

Re-pollarding will: 

• Restore appropriate clearance from the overhead telephone wires. 

• Reduce the likelihood of future conflict with telecommunications infrastructure. 

• Significantly reduce the amount of shade cast over the neighbouring property 

and garden. 

• Maintain the tree in a sustainable size appropriate for its location. 

• Preserve the tree's long-term health while retaining its amenity value. 

All works should be undertaken by suitably qualified arborists using appropriate 

equipment and in accordance with BS 3998:2010 – Tree Work – 

Recommendations.  

 

Conclusion 

 

The Holm Oak is a healthy and structurally sound tree; however, its current size 

has resulted in interference with overhead telephone wires and the creation of 

excessive year-round shade. Re-pollarding to the established pollard points 

represents an appropriate and proportionate management solution, allowing the 

tree to be retained while reducing conflict with nearby infrastructure and 

improving residential amenity. 

 

 
 

Yours sincerely 
 

Chris Matthews 
 

All works are carried out in accordance with BS3998:2010 recommendations for tree 

work. We maintain public liability insurance up to £5 million. Please note that 

Conservation Area Planning rules or Tree Preservation Orders (TPOs) may be 

applicable to some trees, requiring local authority consent. We always verify the 

absence of restrictions prior to commencing any work. If planning permission is 

necessary, please allow up to eight weeks for a decision. 

 


