ARBORICULTURAL REPORT IN RELATION TO TREES NEAR
BUILDINGS

PREPARED BY: Phillip J. Ellis Tech Arbor A. MI Hort

REF: PJE/170/2014

CLIENT: Mrs M. Plesniak

Location: The Mead, 7 Rife Way, Felpham, Bognor Regis, West Sussex, PO22 7BN.

INSPECTION DATE: 10" April 2014

SURVEYED BY: Phillip J. Ellis MI Hort, Tech Arbor A

INSTRUCTIONS RECEIVED: To prepare an arboricultural report on one tree and apply to the planning
authority to have tree removed and replaced.

Documents Supplied: File covering correspondence and previous application to remove tree

The statements in this Report do not take account of the effects of extremes of climate, vandalism or
accident, whether physical, chemical or fire Phillip Ellis cannot therefore accept any liability in connection
with these factors, nor where prescribed work is not carried out in a correct and professional manner in
accordance with current good practice. The authority of this Report ceases at any stated time limit within
it, or if none stated after two years from the date of the survey or when any site conditions change, or
pruning or other works unspecified in the Report are carried out to, or affecting, the subject tree(s),
whichever is the sooner.

Limitations of Use and Copyright:

The content and format of this Report are for the exclusive use of the client. It may not be sold, lent,
hired out or divulged to any third party not directly involved in the subject matter without our written
consent.

"Elstead", 61 Alinora Avenue, Goring by Sea, Worthing, West Sussex, BN12 1LR.
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1.0 Scope of report

1.1 The report is concerned with the arboricultural aspects of one tree a Blue Atlas Cedar found in
the front garden of the property. The owner Mrs. M. Plesniak and neighbour would like to have
the tree removed and replaced with a more suitable species as it is now too large and the
property is showing signs of structural damage that could be attributable to the tree. A previous
application to remove the tree in March 2001 was refused by Arun District Council. On appeal,
however the Government inspector did make recommendations and one was to remove the tree.

1.2 The site inspection was carried out on the by P. J. Ellis on the 10™ of April 2014. Weather
conditions were dry and sunny.

1.3 Any observations made with regard to the condition of built structures are from a layperson’s

view. Comments and advice in this report are only from an arboricultural perspective not as a
building surveyor or structural engineer.

2.0 The Site

Google view of site showing tree position

2.1 The site is in a residential area, a level site and there are a number of mature trees in the
adjoining properties sufficient to over a pleasant visual environment. At the rear of the property is
the rife a small river draining the farmland to the north east of Bognor Regis.

2.2  Soil type has been identified in the report by the British Geographical Survey as raised marine
deposits of clay, silt and sand and the bedrock is sand silt and clay. Soil type will have limited
properties in terms of shrinkage.
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3.00 The Tree

3.1 The subject tree is a Blue Cedar located in the front garden of the property between road and
house. The tree is in fair condition with only one branch and lighter branches on the south side
damaged from the storms of last winter. The tree has previously been crown lifted and crown
reduced to keep it within its confines. A number of previous pruning wounds were seen that are
occluding adequately. There is some deadwood in the crown that could be removed to prevent
falling off in time to prevent damage to life, limb and property. At the time of inspection tree had
recently lost needles (leafs), likely seasonal loss before onset of summer growth. Subject tree
has not produce seed cones for two or three years that might be a clue to its health. There is a
highway street light immediately under canopy of the tree that prevents illumination of the street
adequately. Running through the crown are three telephone lines. Pigeons roost in the tree that
defecates onto the ground creating a health hazard. Has the Potential to grow larger and the root
system is now considered to be starting to cause damage to structures. Root systems of cedars
are relatively shallow and are responsible for lifting structures including walls. Subject tree has
received management in the past with the crown reduced of tree previously. This species has
potential to influence the house foundations by roots causing heave indicated by cracks in the
brickwork. It also casts a heavy shadow over the house cutting out light at the front from midday
especially in the winter.

3.2 | did find damage to the house in terms of cracks at the front and rear that could be attributable to
tree roots causing heave of the soil, lifting foundations. Given the age of tree this quite likely but
specialist investigation may help confirmation.

3.3  The tree is subject to a Tree Preservation Order confirmed by Arun District Council BR/5/1963. A
TPO prevents the tree being cut down, topping or lopping without applying for permission from
the local planning authority.

3.4 Tree details:
Species: Blue Cedar (Cedrus libani atlantica "Glauca’)
Height: 17.5 metres
Stem diameter: 730mm
Crown break at 3.5 metres

Crown radius (metres): North 7.4
East9.2
South 5.5
West 6.6

Distance from House: 8.7 metres

The late Alan Mitchell dendrologist to the Forestry Commission described the species in his book
“Decorative Trees for town and country” as requiring space for its broad crown. In its current
situation it has run out of space and is shading out adjoining trees that will have difficulty in
developing further. Magnificent specimens can be observed in parkland settings i.e. the
Goodwood estate near Chichester.

3.5 The J. P. Tupper surveyors report dated 31% July 2001 attached as Appendix B suggests that the
foundation depth of house is inadequate by today’s standards. They also indicate that there are a
number of cases locally where subsidence has occurred when underpinning was required. |
observed a number of cracks in the brickwork that could be attributable to the tree.
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Fig 2 view of tree from garden
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Fig 3 Showing crack in brickwork inside garage.
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Fig 4 showing cracks in wall at rear of house
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4.00 Recommendations

41 As the tree has got larger since application to fell in 2001 now outgrown its current position and
removal is the preferred option by the owner and neighbour rather than prune every few years. If
removal is permitted a replacement of a more suitable species would be planted during the next
planting season of a deciduous species. Also the adjoining deciduous trees would benefit and be
able to develop. Suitable garden species to replace with could be from the following: Birch, Crab
apple, Cherry, Foxglove tree, Handkerchief tree, Mountain ash, Pride of India and Whitebeam.

4.2  The inspector at the appeal to remove tree in 2001 did recommend removal for reason of size

see appendix A. Why this was not acted on at the time | am not clear but had a more suitable tree
been planted then it would now be established.

Signed:

Phillip Ellis MI Hort, Tech Arbor A
Date: 6" May 2014

6/9 PJE/168/14

ARUN DISTRICT COUNCIL FP/89/14/T



Appendix A
Government inspector’s recommendations Dr Frank Hope (taken from his report)
CONCLUSIONS.

13. The Cedar is a healthy tree which dominates the front garden of the property. It does have a high visual amenity
to the locality, but it will continue to grow for the foreseeable future, and will eventually become a very large
specimen. It has simply outgrown its position, and if retained will require regular pruning to keep it under
control. Now would be an ideal opportunity to remove the tree from the site.

14. If the tree is removed it would be appropriate to replant with a suitable species, so as to maintain the tree cover
of the area. A suitable species would be Silver Birch, and an acceptable size would be a 12cm to [4cm standard.

15. If the tree is retained on site, then it is recommended that the lowest three branches be removed, and that the
overall crown is reduced by approximately 30%. The pruning should follow British Standard 3998, 1989,
"Recommendations for Tree Work". It should be appreciated that the vigour of the tree indicates that the
pruning would have to be repeated every three to five years to keep the tree under control.

Dr. Frank Hope, Dip.Arb (RFS), M.Hort. M.Phil., PhD, M.Arbor. A

5t August 2001.
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Appendix B surveyors report
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