
Arun District Council                                                     Date Inspected: 1
st

 June 2018    

 

Planning Officer:   Zac Denton       

Planning Application Ref:  FP/45/18/T     

Location:    Japonica, 9 Lionel Avenue, Bognor Regis                       

Description of works:   Fell 1No. Silver Birch and 1No.Ash Tree 

Reasons Given:               1x dead tree, 1x dying/diseased tree 

Comments on Application: 

T1 Silver birch       Betula pendula       Height: Approx. 10m                          Average spread: 4m         Age: Mature 

T2 Ash              Fraxinus excelsior       Height: Approx. 12m                      Average spread: 6m         Age: Mature 

• Both trees occupy a prominent position to the front of the property and are clearly visible to traffic travelling through 

the estate. 

• T1 is dead and dangerous as it continues to shed branches from height. Together with an absence of fine twig tracery 

and the colonisation of dead branches by saprophytic decay fungi means it requires prompt removal.  

• T2 appears to be in a fine physiological state and with a full, albeit asymmetric crown. Minimal and localised dieback on 

one upper portion of the crown (south aspect) was evident. The vast majority of the crown appears healthy. Historically 

it has been the subject of selective branch removal/reduction on its east aspect but this has not unduly diminished the 

aesthetic value of its overall crown profile. 

• A large area of detached bark and desiccation of underlying sapwood from low on the main stem is unfortunate and 

worthy of ongoing assessment by the tree owner – although I did not observe any evidence of serious decay fungi that 

might suggest significant loss of structural integrity in the stem at this time. The bark loss seems to be at least partly 

associated with historic poorly-targeted and pruning wounds 

Conclusions:       

• T1 can be felled without further recourse to this authority as the application (soon to be determined) has exceeded the 

usual 5-day notice requirement for the removal of a dead tree.  

• It has not been established that this tree presents an unacceptable level of risk for its location nor evidence submitted 

to justify the removal of T2.  

• The tree (T2) makes a significant contribution to the character of the area and therefore in the absence of any 

arboricultural justification the loss of the tree would be detrimental to the visual amenities of the locality. 

Recommendations: 

• I recommend REFUSAL for the application to undertake work as proposed on T2. 

• The applicant be advised that T1 can be felled without further recourse to this authority. 

Advisory: 

• The removal of dead branches (T2) is an exception and does not require permission. 

 

Mark Warwick      

Tree Officer / Parks and Greenspace Team 
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