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Subject: FP/198/25/L 

 

FP/198/25/L 
 
Blakes Cottage 1 Blakes Road Felpham PO22 7EB      
 
Listed building consent for the removal of the full 1969 extension, including the 20th century 
garage, leaving all 18th century masonry of the Blake era cottage intact. This completes the partial 
removal of the 1969 extension previous approved under FP/129/25/HH. Various internal 
alterations. For clarity, the remaining 18th century section of the Blake era garden wall (the lower 
part of the north west wall to the 1969 extension) will be fully retained during these works 
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A comprehensive Historic Buildings Assessment has been prepared and submitted which has 
been helpful in assessing this application. 
 
Blakes Cottage 
Designation and Location 
 
Blake’s Cottage is a Grade II* listed building located within the Felpham Conservation Area. It was 
the home of the poet, artist, and visionary William Blake and his wife Catherine from 1800 to 1803, 
during which time Blake wrote the words to the hymn Jerusalem. The cottage and its garden are 
referenced in Blake’s poem Milton: A Poem in Two Books, which he began writing while living 
there. A sketch by Blake, described as “Blake’s Cottage at Felpham”, appears on a page of the 
final publication, providing a rare visual record of the building’s historic form. 
 
Architectural Description 
 
The cottage dates from the mid-18th century, with later 19th- and 20th-century alterations and 
extensions. Excluding the 20th-century single-storey extension to the east, the building is two 
storeys in height, with flint and brick elevations and brick chimney stacks. The flints are laid in 
courses in the 17th-century part of the building and randomly in the early 19th-century extension. 
 
The cottage includes a mixture of timber sliding sash windows with brick quoin surrounds, 
alongside more recent metal-framed casements. The roofing material on the two-storey element is 
thatch, while the later 20th-century extension features a mix of tiles and felt.  
 
Development Phases 
 
The building’s evolution can be understood in distinct phases: 
 

 Late 18th century: Rebuilding of the west end and addition of a single-storey extension to 
the east. 

 Mid-19th century: Raising of the eastern extension to two storeys. 

 20th century: Further utilitarian alterations, including the addition of a single-storey 
extension with mixed roofing materials. 

 
These changes are representative of local vernacular traditions and are of greater heritage value 
than the more utilitarian alterations of the later 19th and 20th centuries, which are architecturally 
unremarkable. 
 
While these later additions have altered the cottage’s appearance since Blake’s time, detailed 
archaeological analysis undertaken by the Trust, alongside Blake’s own drawings, enables a 
reasonably confident reconstruction of the building’s form as he would have experienced it. 
 
Much of the 19th century element of the building has recently had approval for its removal and this 
permission has been implemented. Further, the roof has been rethatched which has had a 
significance positive impact upon its appearance and significance. 
 
 
Significance Assessment 
 
The significance of Blake’s Cottage derives from both its architectural and historical interest. It is 
of high to exceptional historical and communal significance due to its association with William and 
Catherine Blake. It is one of only two surviving residences linked to Blake, and the only one they 
occupied exclusively. The original 18th-century structure retains much of its historic fabric and is 
of high architectural value. This direct and personal association with Blake is unique and 
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underpins the building’s designation at Grade II*, elevating its significance beyond that of a typical 
vernacular dwelling. 
 
 
The cottage is a modest example of an 18th-century agricultural worker’s dwelling, and its 
subsequent modifications reflect broader patterns of rural domestic improvement and adaptation. 
While this aspect contributes to its historic interest, it is secondary to the Blake connection. 
 
Later additions have been reassessed as being of neutral to negative significance, as they 
obscure the original form and misrepresent the modest living conditions of the Blakes. Phase 3 
(20th-century alterations) is considered to be of negative significance. 
 
Garden Wall  
 
A roadside garden wall with archway links Blake’s Cottage to the surrounding historic streetscape. 
The wall is located on Blake’s Road and forms a continuous boundary line from 12 Vicarage Lane 
at the northern end, past Blake’s Cottage, and onward to No. 3 Blake’s Road on the south side. 
 
Description and Materials 
 
The wall dates from the 18th century or early 19th century and is constructed of coursed flint 
cobblestones with orange-red brick quoins, and features a rounded top. 
 
Quoins are present at both ends of the wall, flanking a near-central entrance. At the left (north) 
end, a later flint cobblestone wall rises over a round archway, linking the roadside wall directly to 
the cottage. This archway is a distinctive feature. 
 
Significance 
 
The wall derives its significance from its architectural and historical interest as a characteristic 
example of flint and brick construction, typical of the local vernacular. Its materials, form, and 
alignment contribute to the historic setting and visual coherence of Blake’s Cottage and the wider 
Felpham Conservation Area. 
As a continuous boundary feature, the wall plays an important role in defining the spatial 
relationship between the cottage and its surroundings. It enhances the legibility of the historic plot, 
reinforces the semi-rural character of the area. 
 
The Felpham Conservation Area  
 
Felpham conservation area is a compact historic area, developed at the core of the village. The 
village developed slowly until the early 20th century where development grew exponentially. The 
area contains an informal street layout with unfolding views, with the majority of properties being 
located close to the carriage way which creates a sense of enclosure.  
 
The proposal  
 
The proposal is for the following: 
 

 removal of the full 1969 extension,  

 retention and repair of the remaining 18th century section of the Blake era garden wall (the 
lower part of the north west wall to the 1969 extension); and  

 demolition of the 20th century garage 
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It is noted that the trust are intending to present the cottage in a way that more closely reflects its 
appearance during the time of Blake’s occupation. The reason for this being that it would be of far 
greater public interest than retaining the cottage exactly as it stands today. A previous permission 
has already granted the first phase of this as the public benefit would outweigh the limited harm 
arising from the loss of some later historic fabric required to facilitate this reconstruction. 
 
The current applications continue that approach by proposing the removal of the 1969 extension 
(phase 3). Although this extension does incorporate small elements of late-19th-century material, 
its original form has been substantially compromised to the point that it does not make a 
meaningful contribution to the building’s significance. Removing this part of the building would 
help the cottage look and feel more like it did when Blake lived there, by opening up space around 
the original structure and improving its overall setting 
 
It is also clear from the description and plans that internal works are proposed. The works to the 
ceilings and walls appear acceptable in principle, provided appropriate materials and construction 
method/detailing are used. However, the proposed plans refer to stud partitions to the south of the 
outshuts, yet no floor plans, elevations, construction details or material specifications have been 
provided that I am able to locate. It is also unclear whether any new doors form part of this phase 
of works or will come forward later. 
 
While reinstating this element of the historic layout is acceptable in principle, further information is 
required. Could this potentially be secured through a condition/supply of further information 
 
Subject to my comments above, I am generally supportive of the proposals, subject to securing 
the careful demolition of the extension and the protection of both the cottage and the garden wall 
during the works. 
 
Required condition/further information 
 
Details of the proposed walling to the south of the outshut, including the exact location, 
dimensions, appearance, materials, and whether it will include a door (and the door’s appearance 
and finish), shall be submitted to and approved in writing by the Local Planning Authority before 
any works on this element commence. The details shall be provided in the form of appropriately 
scaled drawings and relevant specifications. The works shall thereafter be carried out in 
accordance with the approved details. 
 
Reason: To enable the Local Planning Authority to control the development in detail by 
endeavouring to achieve a building of visual quality in accordance with policy HER SP1 HER DM2 
of the Arun Local Plan 
 
Plaster 
 
Details of the plaster shall be discussed and agreed with the Conservation Officer.  
 
Conclusion  
The application is considered to not cause harm to the significance of the heritage assets. As a 
consequence, it should be determined in accordance with the relevant policies within the 
Development Plan, along with these comments. You will also need to take into account the 
contents of section 16 & 72 of the Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990 
(as amended). 
 

 

Martyn White 

Principal Conservation Officer, Planning  
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