




Culverting 
The Environment Agency is likely to oppose culverting as it is damaging to the ecological integrity of the river 
channel and its corridor and acts as a barrier to the movement of wildlife, including fish and may also increase flood 
risk. If the proposal will impact an existing culvert the Environment Agency may oppose planning consent for 
development either over, or within 8 metres of an existing culvert. Wherever possible, existing culverts should be 
removed and the river channel and bankside habitat reinstated to restore the ecological continuity of the river 
channel and its corridor. 

Water Framework Directive (WFD) 
Any marine works below MHWS require an assessment of possible impacts on Water Framework Directive 
(WFD)  . The assessment should include all elements of the works that fall within, or have the potential to affect, a 
WFD water body and any of the protected areas therein (including Bathing Waters and Shellfish Waters). 

The WFD assessment should follow the ‘Clearing the Waters for All’ guidance  available at https://www.gov.uk/
guidance/water-framework-directive-assessment-estuarine-and-coastal-waters

Where appropriate, a WFD Assessment should assess any potential impacts and demonstrate that the required 
enhancements will be delivered. In some cases the requirements of a WFD assessment can be incorporated into 
an Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA). Any development that has the potential to cause deterioration in 
classification under WFD or that precludes the recommended actions from being delivered in the future is likely to 
be considered unacceptable to us. 

Permits & Consents 

Environmental Permitting Regulations 
To see if your proposed development requires an Environmental Permit under the Environment Permitting 
Regulations please refer to our website: https://www.gov.uk/guidance/check-if-you-need-an-environmental-permit 

From 6 April 2016 an Environmental Permit is required for any proposed works or structures, in, under, over or 
within 8 metres of the top of the bank of designated Main River, and within 16 metres of a tidal defence. 

Ordinary Watercourse Consent 
The prior written consent of the relevant Lead Local Flood Authority is required for the erection of any flow control 
structures, culverting or diversion of ordinary watercourses, including streams, land drains and ditches. 

Marine Licence 
A marine licence may be required for any activities at the mean high water spring tide up to the territorial limit.This 
also includes the waters of every estuary, river or channel where the tide flows at mean high water spring tide. 

Any development must demonstrate how adverse impacts on migratory fish, bathing waters, shellfish waters, 
designated sites, protected and priority species and habitats will be avoided, minimised, mitigated and if necessary 
compensated for. Works within or affecting a Water Framework Directive (WFD) waterbody will need to 
demonstrate that compliance with WFD objectives will be achieved. 'Clearing the Waters for All' provides guidance 
on how the impacts on WFD should be addressed, and should be used when preparing an assessment, including 
the screening and scoping of activities. https://www.gov.uk/guidance/water-framework-directive-assessment-
estuarine-and-coastal-waters 




