Graphics

On the next sheet, you will find an example of a graphic panel to be mounted on
each lectern.

Each board will contain information relevant to William Blake's connection to each
location. Each panel will feature approximately 300 words, images and a QR code to
link to video content created by students at Felpham Community College.

The oak border of each panel will feature an engraved quote from a William Blake
poem.
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Hothamton.

Believing in the curative nature of the sea
air, Hotham saw a business opportunity o
aterace some of the rich and famous from
Brighton {such as the Prince of Wales) and
Weymouth. In all, he bought around 1,600
acres (6.3 km?), including some from the
Duke of Richmond in 1790, and che laving
of the foundarion stone thus marked rhe
beginning of the process by which Bognor

Regis became a popular seaside resore.

power of the se. Ina lemer 1o Thomas Butes
written in 1800, Blake recounts his joy
at observing nature from the sands of
Felpham heach:

Too iy Friend Butts Iwrite

My first Vision of Light,

On the yellow sands stting. A,
The Sun was emitting
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SirRichard Hothany died on 13% March 1799,
eighteen months before: Blake’s arrival in
Felpham, and was buried at che parish church
of St. Mary Magdalens ac Sourh Bersred. His
graye can stll be seen there o this day and
an anmual wreath laving ceremony: celebrates

-—

His glorious beams
From Heaven's high streams.
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- Sir Richard Hetham bail Hotham Park House
‘} in 1792 (the original clock wower of the chaped
= 'r:muins for you to see today) and on 27 April

- 1798, Hotham sold some land in Felpham
e o William Blakes pareon, William  Hayley.

- == 7 Hiley buile his bome, The Tarrer, there,
~ ’mem Blake also experienced the restoratve
7 Lallery Fund, f- 7
by

Vo Bisthcr inmnariant mad relaind vk chwers.
wan the UL sk bk, Abraamekt vir
wwn bliemed gk

his contribution to the community and the
face that, as wich William Blake, ane person’s
wvision can live on through Ruture gencrations, % —
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Az you look out towards the South Downs
and surrounding countryside, it is easy to
seewhere the inspiration for William Blake's
epic poem, Jerusalem, came From:

And did those feet in ancient time,
Walk upon England s

mountains green?
And was the holy Lamb of God,
On England s pleasant pastueres seen?

The poem, which was drafred while Blake was
living in Felpham, celebrates the countryside
and rural idyll, but Blake also promored the

“ability of the individual 1o make their mark

upan humanity. Handwriten at the botom
of fernsalem, he pens an inscription from the
Book of Numbers in the Bible

“Wonld to God that all the
Lord's people were Prophets.”

Blake was commirred o producing works 1o
SLIF U CORSCIENCEs against the injusrice anl

violence he saw within Vicrorian sociery. He
wanred us m be free from the ‘mivdforzed
manacles” mentioned in his poem London,

He suggested chat barriers to progress, cither
spiritual or practical are created in our minds,
borne aut of our experiences and the inshility
to think outside of our personal realiry.

Having becn used by the MNationz! Union o

Suffrage Sodieries in the 1918 celebrations of
women's enfranchisement, Millicent Faweere
(eader of the suffragisis) wrore 1o the English
composer Hubere Parry Your ferusalem ought
to be made the women vaters’ iy, Having
heard Parry's musical arrangement for the poem
and experienced assemblics dinging it, Grace
Hadow (the Vice Chairperson of the Women's
Insricure) proposed ehat it become an anthem
for the Women's Tnsticuee (WL} in ]91:5.
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Vi further nfmsuii o rekind vidas v
s W i O ke b Abmraarterly vine

Perhaps fitingly, the first WAL meeting i : : -..Q::-.m.mpu
England was held on 9% November 1‘]‘15.46)/ - -

The Fox (ioes Free pub in neachy Ch.:lﬂmn
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AND HAYLEY
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Born on 29 October 1745, William Hayley
. was Felpham’s most famous and influential
~ resident during his lifetime, renowned
| for his poetry and literary works, He was
N Blake’s patron, commissioning a number of

works including portraits of famous literary
“Jigures for his library.

\

Although Blake'sworks are seen as influential
Noday, his paintings received lide attention

during hiz lifetime. His early career was as

an engraver but he developed new approaches

and technigues in painting and printmaking

aver the course of his life,

& His decision to fallow hisown interests in the
arts, such as poetry and landscupe painting,

B ofren made it hard for Blake o makea living.

“Whilst Hayley saw portraiture as maore
proficable, Blake felr that it wenr against his

creative integrity and it became a source of

tension berween the owo. By January 1803,

& Trall was created by

Ipham Community

the relationship between artist and patron
had dereriorated  considerably and Blake
wrote to his brother James thar "o a poet fe
it frightened at me, and asa pafnter Bie viens
and mine are sppesite”, This was one of the
reasons Blike decided ro leave Felpham laer
in 1803.

Commenting on his former relationship with
Hayley, Blake larer wrote in his notebook:

Thy friendsbip oft has made
my heart to ache:

Do be my Enemy for
Friendship’s sake.

Hayley died at Tirrer Flouse on 12 Ocraber
1820, The house was finally demolished in
1961 and you are now standing opposite its
former locazion,

Fuz farther Indieration and rehisd whdca vnomore:
ncan che [, ek belrw: Absruatkorly shie
I




i o i B

WB =

1% ﬁ%fﬂ’ ﬁg)‘é -‘%;’fk

FELPHAM | WEST SUSSEX

'This cottage is one of only two remaining  Onc such man was Privare John Scofidd, a

+ properties that William Blake lived in. soldier with the First Dragoon guards whowent
! into. William Blake's garden on 12% Aupusr
Having dwelt in nine properries throughour 1803 The rwo men exchanged words and Blalke
his life. Blake and his wife moved bere in 1800, physically escorted Scofield off his land and
Blake considered che village 1w be idyllic and  towards The Fox Inn. Blake was accuscd by
wrote to his friend, Mrs Anna Flaxman that:  Scofield ro have shoured “Ehamn the K" and
AL soldiers are ilaver™ but was later acquitred

“The bread ﬂfﬁ‘!-'fﬂ ;fm“gﬁ; in Chichester.

and the wine of ‘fd’g’#}; With his enancy agreement coming w an
Feed the village ﬂfFﬂ:ﬂjmm end and the damp in the coreage affecring his
by day and by night.” and hizs wife’s health “my wife bar agues and
: hewmatisms altmeit ever since she has been frere”
tleteer go his brother James dased 30 Tanuary
1803}, Blake and his wife returned 1o London
on 187 September 1803,

Ax this time; England was on high alerr due to
Napoleon taking control of France following
the French Revolurion. A peace: reaty made
berween Britain and France in 1802 was soon i . 3 | ;
broken by the French and British Soldicrs were § - 1 ; =5 od [ i 1
seationed at intervals all along the Sourh Coast, | i ; ] : ! '

i ; : s L 3 Pk 5 P N Fer fuethar in o ind wolavel e s er,
including ar Felpham, in case of in lnvasion | § s \ YR | J i .;lwmm"p ey
y. from the Revolutionaries, g ' “"‘"ﬁ"'{;”"ﬂ"

! | \ y
mmud{hﬁmyﬁ ted by [ f i :
stulints, aE e Felpham Comminity | y ) r - . E\"_u
Enﬁ-q.!mf»ﬁ;‘ﬁ ; ' il . | o,
Haritagm Lottery Fund ) L {
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\ REBEL or CMAN, oF 7tfe PEOPLE?

A

On Monday 15" Angust 1803, John
- Scofield a Private in the 1" Dragoon

~ | Guanls, swore before John Quantock a

| Justice of the Peace in Chichester, thar

=4

bt

on Friday 12 August William Blake had

- assaulted him and vrtered words of sedition.

Seoheld stared he had eried o leave the garden
peacefully, bur Blake had pushed him our and
doven the road and then followed him and twice
taken him by the collar while Scohield himself
made no resisrance. Scofield also stared that
Blake had said thar if Napoleon invaded he
would win easily and thar Blake had damned

However, he was found nocguilry of the charpes
ar the Quarter Sessions in the Guildhall,
Chichester on 11" January 1804 with five
witneseawho claimed to have seen the incident.

Whether the villagers acted oue of fondness
for William and Carherine Blake or as 2 result
of thelr opposition m the presence of moops
{which was thoughe to have cansed a shortage
of supplies; increased drunkenness, Oghrlng
aned a general dereriorarion in behaviour), the
kindness of the villagers of Felpham were
praised in 4 lerrer William Blake wrare ro his
friend, Thomas Butts on 1B% Auguse 1803

ey, N

nTHE PEACEABLE VILLAGER S

have .:afmgl.-:r feen ﬁ-'rmrm' i

R

expressing their kindness for us,

s .n!JEj.r Express their sorron

Fea i ng cfi?drffsrf‘ 5 5008 s
the King and said all soldiers were dlaves. they hear of it. Everyone fzg;;\
is evidence for Peace and —
Good Neighbourhood."

Iris commonly known thar Blake cleady had
= misgivings abour those in authoricy:

k\-\-} Tonu the chinmey-noeepers ery

Every blackering chureh appals,
And the hapless soldier’s sigh
Runs in blood down patace-walls,
Frarn Landon.

THOMAS BUTTS | Augih™ 1803

Fov Fumber ialormorion and sdaind vide coocer, _""'_.
wr the T coude belrar, & bgrmarivls vicn R
s filo ks

The 'Willlem Elsks Trall was created by
sfindents at the Felpham Community
College thardy rant trom dhe
Herltage Lottery Fund.
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In 1800, William Blake wrote to his friend  #he gpivit, and see bim in wry remembrance, in

Thomas Buts: the vegion of my fmvegination. ©hear bt adiice,
atned even none swrite from bis dictate.

Such the vision to me

Appeard on the sea. He had reporvedly seen visions from as young as
four years of age and his Victorian biographer,

Alexander Gilchrist, spoke of him having seen

It is chear thar Blake found his time in Felpham :
a tree filled with angels, Fripht angelic wing

highly inspiring and the serenity awarded o
him by the landscape fostered grear visions bespangling every bough like start’, at the age of oo it ot o Sossicl

and stisnulus for his writing and are, In a lerer eight or ten in Peckham Rye, London. iz Grain of g_ﬂ e

to John Flaxman, dated 21% Seprember 1800; And a Heaven in a Wild Flower,
Rl wrnte: Asyouwalk along the promenade; gaze our over Hold Infinity in the palm -~

Heaven opens bere on all sides ber golden Guates; e se2and contemplate the thoughes and ideas
e M;-’fj:ﬁ are not obstriicted by :f;;uurs; :':.lim of a visionary poct who, in his poem Auguries Q{‘_I-'{J‘H:" hand, ﬁlw

af Celestial inbabitants are more distinctly beard, of Innocence, Lrges us to: i And E'rmj{‘*' i an .EI-!?H?’..______ 7

i TO SEE A WORLD

e their forms more distinetly seen,

WILLTAM BLAKE | MON Q0" 1800
William Blake had claimed to see visions from : —~— r“r
early childhood. In & lerter of condolence 1o his y

parron William Hayley, who had losr his son : :
just four days beforehand in May 1800, Blake : Imh:ﬁrﬁfﬁ?ﬁﬁxﬁt

Wrores warchlabeiailanguk

T lemees that oy devened friends are move really
with ws thas whest ey jwere apparent o our
marial part. Thivteen vezrs ago £ lost o brother,
arpawith his spivit I eonverse daily and hnurfg in
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