
Date inspected: 11th February 2022 

(applicant/agent in attendance) 

Case Officer:   Hannah Kersley  

Reference:    FP/10/22/T 

Location:    The Old Cottage, 10 Vicarage Lane, Felpham, PO22 7EA 

Proposal:                    1no. holm oak tree (T1) - Crown lift to 5m, remove all hanging branches, 
remove all damaged branches and tidying of wounds. 1no. yew tree (T2) 
- Fell 

Reasons given:   T1 – Nuisance affecting multiple properties  T2 – Suppressed and affecting 
uniformity of T1 crown profile 

 

Comments on Application: 

T1 Holm oak / Quercus ilex      Height: 15-20m     Radial spread: 5-10m   Age class: Mature    

T2 Yew / Taxus baccata      Height: 5-10m    Radial spread: 0-5m   Age class: Semi mature 

• The property is within Conservation Area and affected by area Tree Preservation Order (TPO) 
Bognor No.5 and TPO/FP/1/14. 
 

- Neither tree is listed under the area TPO although T1 is the subject of TPO/FP/1/14. T2 is protected 
under the Conservation Area by virtue of its size. 
 

• Outwardly both trees appear to be in a fine physiological state and assumed to be so in the absence 
of any evidence provided to the contrary.  
 

• T1 has a largely unmodified and visually impressive crown profile. It is easily seen from many 
vantage points, a landmark tree of high public amenity value. It substantially overhangs and low 
over several gardens, dominating ground conditions. 

- T2 is visible in part and then only with difficulty. It is partly suppressed by T1 and unlikely to 
establish a visually attractive crown profile. It does not make a noteworthy contribution to character 
of the surrounding area.  

  

• The work specification for T1 is ambiguous in part, which I hope to clarify here: 

Hanging branches - refers to small diameter (<25mm) pendulous branches. Those which interfere 

with reasonable use of property are to be reduced/removed during the crown lifting operation. 

Damaged branches – those that present an immediate risk of harm can be pruned under an 

exception (see advisory note at foot of report). 

Tidying of wounds – typically there is no requirement for this if wounds are historic and it is unclear 

what precisely is proposed. I do not anticipate any work in this regard.  

 

Conclusions:        

• T2 does not and is unlikely to contribute to the character of the area. I have no objection to the 

proposed work and see no reason to make an individual TPO to preserve its place in the landscape. 

• T1 - The proposal is well-intentioned and acceptable in principle although some refinement of the 

specification is necessary to achieve a satisfactory outcome for all interested parties.  

 

Recommendation: 
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• As it stands, I am unable to support this application. I would like the applicant to be invited to 

agree a revised proposal for lesser works (described below) as part of the current application 

so as not to incur delay: 

- Crown lift on all aspects to provide a maximum of 4metres overhead clearance. 

- Remove epicormic growth from main stem. 

 

• If the applicant is prepared to re-submit in line with this advice, then I would be able to recommend 
APPROVAL subject to the following condition: 

Condition to Be Applied to Approved Work: - 

Condition 1 

Part a) Where whole branches are to be removed and final cuts made close to the trunk or branch union 
they are to be made as shown in Figure 2 of BS3998:2010  

Part b) Where branches are to be shortened back the final cuts are to be made at the correct angle shown 
in BS3998:2010 and adjacent to a live bud or lateral. 

Reasons: In the interest of the tree’s continued health and vitality and to accord with current 
industry guidelines and sound arboricultural practice. 

- See also the standard pruning guidance notes issued with the consent letter 
 
 

Advisory: 

• We are obliged to advise that where trees grow over land not owned by the applicant the granting of 

consent by this authority does not by association give permission to undertake such works that 

require access onto/from that land.  Nor does it permit any work to take place beyond the boundary 

of the applicant’s property. Additional permission must first be obtained from the neighbouring 

landowner. 

• If you are concerned about the safety of any tree(s) on your property which you believe are the 

subject of an Order or within Conservation Area and need to undertake urgent works; please be 

aware that there is a responsibility on the client (usually the tree-owner) and their contractor to 

determine and evidence the condition of the tree and any subsequent actions taken. Please read 

the following notes carefully: 

What is the exception for work on dangerous trees and branches? 

Where a tree presents an immediate risk of serious harm and work is urgently needed to remove 

that risk, tree owners or their agents must give written notice to the authority as soon as practicable 

after that work becomes necessary. Work should only be carried out to the extent that it is 

necessary to remove the risk. 

In deciding whether work to a tree or branch is urgently necessary because it presents an 

immediate risk of serious harm, the Secretary of State’s view is that there must be a present serious 

safety risk. This need not be limited to that brought about by disease or damage to the tree. It is 

sufficient to find that, by virtue of the state of a tree, its size, its position and such effect as any of 

those factors have, the tree presents an immediate risk of serious harm that must be dealt with 

urgently. One consideration would be to look at what is likely to happen, such as injury to a passing 

pedestrian. 

If the danger is not immediate the tree does not come within the meaning of the exception. 
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Where a tree is not covered by the woodland classification and is cut down because there is an 

urgent necessity to remove an immediate risk of serious harm, the landowner has a duty to plant a 

replacement tree of an appropriate size and species. 

Paragraph: 080 Reference ID: 36-080-20140306 

Revision date: 06 03 2014 

Source: https://www.gov.uk/guidance/tree-preservation-orders-and-trees-in-conservation-areas 

Consent for works to a tree protected by a Tree Preservation Order 

• It is an offence to work on a protected tree without consent and if unauthorised work takes place, 

the Council can (and does) take legal action which can lead to fines of up to £20,000, or twice the 

value of each tree, whichever is the greater. Unless an exception applies, The Council's written 

consent is needed before any felling or pruning takes place. To give notice of work to tree(s) please 

complete the Application Form and refer to the Guidance Notes which cover trees both in and 

outside conservation areas. 

 

 
 
 
Mark Warwick 
Tree Officer / Greenspace 
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http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1990/8/section/206
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1990/8/section/206
https://ecab.planningportal.co.uk/uploads/appPDF/C3810Form031_england_en.pdf
https://ecab.planningportal.co.uk/uploads/appPDF/Help031_england_en.pdf
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