(Coventry Plantation, Findon)
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1

Background

[ 1.1 Location ' }

Nearest town, village or feature Findon West Sussex BN14 ORG

Grid reference TQ 115093

Total area {ha) ' 0.95

| 1.2 Description of the woodland(s) in the landscape.

The compartment of wood within a wooded area known as Coventry Plantation (see map).
It is dominated by broad leaf secondary woodland. The woodiand is sited in open
countryside, west of Findon, East Sussex

1.3 History of management

There appears to have been little or no management in the woodland over the last 25
years, other than small clearings for the caravans on site.

The majority of the woodland is ash (Fraxinus excelsior) and sycamore (Acer
pseudoplatanus ). There is aiso a small compartment of western red cedar (Thuja plicata)
and there is an abundant under storey comprising of ash (Fraxinus excelsior) elm (Ulmus
procera) hazel (Corylus avellana), hawthorn (Crataegus monogyna ) and some dogwood
(Cornus sanguineus).

! The plan must be reviewed every five years.

2 As owner, tenant or manager, you have the right to manage the wood in accordance with
this plan. At least a summary of the management plan must be made publicly available on
request.
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2

Woodland

2.1 Areas and features

SR | e | Adiacent (U
2.1, 1 DeS|gnated areas o ;woodland -fgootdoland," .f ﬁép "
Special Areas for Conservatlon (SACs) no no
Special Protection Areas (SPAs) no no
Ramsar Sites (see note on Guidance) no no
National Nature Reserves {NNRs) yes yes
Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SS5Is) no no
Other designations e.g.: National Parks (NPs), Areas yes yes
of OQutstanding Natural Beauty (AONBs), Local Nature
Reserves {LNRs)
| : ' B E qu_a‘:?”.t o
2. 1 2 Rare and rmportant specues 1 woodiafid {10 »Map”
R woodland ° ;

Red Data Book or BAP spec:es ? ?
Rare, threatened, EPS or SAP species ? ?
Details

-‘2 1 3 Hab’tats . .‘ S _:woodrand ,.:w.roo'doland..“. DR Map .
Ancuent semi- natural woodland (ASNW) no no
Other semi-natural woodland yes yes
Plantations on ancient woodland sites (PAWS) no no
Semi-natural features in PAWS no no
Woodiand margins and hedges yes yes
Veteran and oOther notable trees no yes
Breeding sites yes ves
Habitats of notable species or subject to HAPs yes yes
Unimproved grassland no no
Rides and open ground yes yes
Valuable wildlife communities yes yes
Feeding areas yes yes

| Lowland heath no no
Peatlands no no
Others no no
Details
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2.1.4 water - % BRI O TR % to, * Map.
7 ol _ _ woodtand _woodland |-
Watercourses A -no ne
Lakes no no
Ponds no no
Wetland habitats no no
Details
L - L I T ‘Adjacen't ) .
2.1.5 Landscape- R T e Tt Loatel iy o iTMap e
N R R R P A . T j T W°?S'a“d-, : woodland RO
Landscape designated areas no no
Landscape features no no
Rock exposures . no no
Historic landscapes L
Areas of the woodland prominent from roads yes
Areas of the woodland prominent from settlements no e
| Details
2 1 6 Cultural features ‘ , ‘ toas | s Map 7
S I R N S TN T w*“’°°d'a“d Lwoodlafid - F T
PUDlIC nghts of way no yes
Prominent viewing points ne no
Permissive footpaths 7 no yes
Areas managed with traditional management ' no no
systems
; Details
R oy '.A“_ B - h it ‘ = - qu; ] - A In{ e Adjacent’ . ’C{:; RS “,"‘.. ™
2 1 7 Archaeologlcal features UL BT S o7 | gy sMap oo
R b W°9-d'af‘d.ﬁ:;- woodland™ | % .- o
Scheduled monurnent no yes
Historical features ‘ no yes
Details
1 2.2 Woodland resource characteristics ' ' |

The wood is mainly ash and sycamore. The trees are not a variety of ages, They are all 35
-45 years old. The understory is hazel, ash, birch and hawthorn.
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2.3 Site description

External

Access to the woodland is via a well maintained road to Findon Crematorium, located off
the Horsham Rd (A24). The road forms the northern boundary to the wood, with
woodland on each side, east to west. To the south is open, arable fields

Internal

The wood is well served by access tracks that are wide enough for vehicular access.

The primary soil type is a thin loam over chalk,

The topography of the site predominately flat, however from the northern boundary to
the southern boundary it rises by about 3 metres.

2.4 S_igrniﬁcant hazards, constraints and threat;

All forestry operations to follow full Health & Safety guidelines with working areas marked

off and perimeters defined with appropriate signage.
All working operations to be conducted with signi.ﬁcant care regarding conservation of

flora and fauna.

&

JongTtermlvision\ianagementlobjectivesTana[Stratesy

| 3.1 Long term vision

To enhance the bio-diversity of the woodland were ever possible and improve the habitat
for flora and fauna.

3.2 Management objectives

L T "o R e T L

"No. Objectivé_:'

To maintain and enhance biodiveréify; seleétively fhin tfihe'ésh and Syéanﬁb.re, pléﬁf
more suitable species such as hazel, birch, dogwood, holly, hawthorn, crab apple
and cherry, yew and oak.

To plant and maintain woodland edges.

To fell none- native western red cedar and replant more suitable species.

| 3.3 Strategy

Increasing light for the benefit of ground flora and fauna
Creation of varied age structure of broadleaf trees throughout the site
To create a screening hedge at 20 meters from the north boundary.
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| 3.4 Wood fuel initiative

Would you be interested in receiving information on funding opportunities for the
purchase of harvesting machinery or wood fuel boilers?

N/A

‘4 Managementjprescriptions/operations

4.1 Silvicultural systems

4.1 Harvesting . ., |, e o os hoeosnanes oo 0

Harvestlng not apphcable, as such smaII amounts to be removed.
All brash and sneddings to be used for dead hedging.

Yo B EHEEET

4. 1.2. Phased fellmg and restructurmg of. plantatlons

Selected thinning of tall ash and sycamore to be carned out over a 5 year penod to create
a more diverse structure to the wood, allowing increased light levels and space for native
trees such as Pedunculate Qak (Quercus robur) to be planted in the gaps.

Remove western red cedar and replant with native species more suited to the site
2010/2015

b Tt

413 Establishment, restocking and-regeneration w0t A

The scrub layer is not structurally diverse and should be improved through planting. It is
recommended that planting includes only native shrubs such as blackthorn, hawthorn,
elder and holly that have a high value for wildlife. These should be planted in groups to
provide dense cover.

Coups will have invasive species removed and their re- establishment prevented by
cutting until they are shaded out by preferred species. Hazel will be layered in these areas
to increase stool density and establishment over unwanted species.

| 4.2 New planting

(Proposed additions to guidance to clarify consideration of design impacts etc 3.2.1/3.2.2,
to add reference to local native seed zones and FRM reguiation 6.3.3)

Planting of oak, hazel, birch {Betula pendula, holly (Ilex aguifolium), cherry (Prunus
sp.)and yew (Taxus baccata) wherever there is space to improve the structure of the

overall wood.
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| 4.3 Other operations

(Proposed addition to guidance to clarify acceptable scenarios for conversion to non-forest
land 3.5.1)

none

| 4.4 Protection and maintenance

4 4:1° Pest and: dlsease management

(Proposed addition to guidance - if fencmg used take account of lmpacts on exustlng
users 5.4.2)

Grey squirrel. There is minimal amount of damage within the woodland from squirrels,
they do not pose a significant threat at this stage.

Deer. Do not pose any threat at this stage

Rabbits. There is evidence of rabbits in this wood. This may become more of a problem as
planting takes place.

Possible measures may be fencing/shooting

4.4.3_Waste disposal and poilution - -

Green waste to be processed on site
All forestry operations to follow and adhere to n.p.t.c. guidelines.

e g

14:4.4_Protection from unauthoriséd.activities T 0 ¥ %

n/a

(Move some guudance from 4 3, add some new gundan'c-e)_ ot
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4.5 Game management

None

| 4.6 Protecting and enhancing landscape, biodiversity and special features

o -‘1; e IO ?{ .y

4.6. 2 Measures to enhance blodwer5|ty and other specnal features (2 1 1k and 6 1 1)

(Also addition to guidance to 6.1.1)
(Guidance needs to updated to reflect new deadwood guidance in 6.2.2)

. A full ecological survey has been conducted in 2007 and a continual process
of observation to be maintained.
. Any rarities or specialities to be recorded and mapped. For all workings in or

around these areas to be conducted sensitively to minimise impact.

Introduction of selection bird and bat boxes

All works carried out according to the Wildlife and Countryside Acts with
particular care and attention to species such as bats when felling or dormice when
coppicing etc.

. For brash to be maintained in-situ as habitat piles or dead hedging

. For standing deadwood, tree stumps and other dead wood to be retained
wherever possible. :

. Increase open areas especially on rides and track edges to allow more light

in for the benefit of flora and fauna species.

4.6.3 Special measures for ASNW.and SNW

n/a

A

4,64 Special measures for PAWS

(Gurdance needs to updated to reflect new PAWS reqmrements in 6 3 2 UKWAS)

None

4.6.5 Measures to mitigate impacts on Iénds_tépe and neighbouring land (3.1.2)

3
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n/a.

4.7 Management of social and cultural values

4.7.1 . Archaeoclogy ar.]d s.'ites-:of cultyral ;jntere:s;.t-!;, e e &

n/a

4, 7 2 Publlc access and !mpacts on Iocal people LR T

(add reference to H&S consideration and other |mpacts in gundance to 7 4 2)

There is no public right of access to this land

] 4.8 Outline Iong—term work programme (yyyy to yyyy)

..Compa rtment . _ A ctlwty o .,. ’% = ,, . * *<'~ IR

or area _ . 6-10 16-20

Northern Remove western red cedar and

boundary replant with native species more
suited to the site 2010/2015

Inner wood Thin, tall ash and sycamore and
replant with native species,
more suited to the site.
2010/2015

| 4.9 Short-term work programme (2010 to 2015)
= g{h e . v L._, C g e ;._.w‘ - = R
) - . } . Year

Compartment .. ACthlty - . ) e ‘ ,’ - - -

orarea .. Gl sl wt w g yk e wimd o3 LEled 200 394 gl 5

Northern Thm out |nvaswe trees and replant yes | yes

boundary 2010/2015

yes

Inner wood Thin out invasive trees and replant yes | yes

2010/2015
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