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1. Introduction
1.1 
This statement outlines how the proposed development will protect and enhance the existing onsite natural environment, in accordance with Arun District Council’s local validation requirements and Policy ENV DM5:
2. Existing site conditions and description of works
2.1 
The existing site is a detached home with a  garden area including a natural pond bordered by a stone wall and panel fence.   
The fence is placed on the ground, with some panels being attached to the stumps of dead conifers by braces and or cable ties.  
The conifers were cut to 2M many years ago.   
On the road side of the fence at the left end are 3 non-native shrubs which obscure visibility for cars entering Sea Lane.
On the side of the fence facing the house there is a long planting of Honeysuckle and other plants, at the left end of the garden is a small lawn with a shrub flower border 
2.2 
The proposal is to refurbish the existing Fence, by adding 4 inch fence posts as correct support.
The maximum possible number of existing panels will be retained, with only rotten panels being replaced with new equivalents.  
The Honeysuckle which runs virtually the whole length of the Fence on the house side will be retained and encouraged.  All the lawn and Garden plants on the House side will be retained.
New fruit trees will also be planted in the garden near the refurbished fence towards the left side as seen from the road.  

The unsightly Conifer stumps will be removed.  3 Shrubs near the Tamarisk Way signs will be removed, with the new Privet and Fruit trees providing alternative habitat for birds and animals.  
A single line privet hedge will be planted along the full length of the refurbished Fence – this privet to be on the road side of the fence.  The current bare soil area between the fence and the road will be seeded with a grass/wildflower mixture, making this area more attractive to wildlife.
This will also improve visibility for Vehicles or Pedestrians entering Sea Lane from Tamarisk Way.

The refurbished fence will incorporate a new Trellis of 40CM height, making the refurbished fence 2.25M high.  This trellis will be made from 6 horizontal 38mm slats supported every 90CM with 29mm gaps between the slats.  
This Trellis increases slightly privacy into Field View.  Field View is built in a slightly raised position, currently users of Goring Gap pathways have clear view into the living area of the home.
3. Commitment to Biodiversity
3.1 The homeowner is committed to integrating biodiversity enhancements into the project and wherever possible to support local wildlife, and promote a healthy ecosystem.
3.2 The proposal will preserve all existing natural features and retain or replace and enhance all grassed areas, planting and hedges within the site.
3.3 The proposals Biodiversity Enhancement Measures will include:
Habitat Preservation:
Preserving any live tress, shrubs, flower beds and grassed areas to continue to provide habitat and food sources for local wildlife. The proposal will not encroach upon the existing grassed areas, ensuring that the natural environment remains largely undisturbed, with all vegetation retained.
Construction phase:
All vegetation will be protected during the works, with temporary fencing and all access being from the road side of the work. (construction work is expected to take 2 days in total).
Enhancement of Wildlife:
Bird boxes and feeders will be installed to attract and support local bird populations and to further enhance the ecological value of the site. Boxes will be fitted to the Fence 
Water Collection:   
This proposal has no water collection implications.
Minimising Light Pollution for Nocturnal Wildlife: 

This proposal has no light pollution implications.
4. Monitoring and Maintenance
4.1 Regular monitoring will be conducted of the biodiversity features to ensure they are functioning effectively and providing the intended benefits.
4.2 All biodiversity features carried out during the proposal will be maintained by the homeowner as part of regular garden maintenance. There is no anticipated future need for removal or disturbance of these features.
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5.1 This development proposal has been designed to minimise impact on the existing natural environment while offering opportunities for biodiversity enhancement. The measures outlined above ensure compliance with Arun District Council’s requirements and contribute positively to local ecological sustainability.
