Arun District Council
a Arun Civic Centre
Maltravers Road
Littlehampton
A R U N West Sussex BN17 5LF

Planning & Building Control General Enquiries
RISTRIC.ECOUINCIL Tel: (01903) 737756 Fax: (01903) 730442
Dx: 57406 Littlehampton
Minicom: 01903 732765
e-mail:planning@arun.gov.uk
website: www.arun.gov.uk/planning

28th September 2026

Viktor Kaslik
49 Rife Way
Ferring Case Officer: Hebe Smith
BN12 5JY Telephone: 01903 737626
Email: hebe.smith@arun.gov.uk
Dear Sir/Madam,

Town & Country Planning Act 1990 (as amended)
Town and Country Planning (Development Management Procedure) (England) Order 2015

Application No: FG/76/26/PL
Site Address: Ferring Country Centre And Riding Stables Rife Way Ferring BN12 5JZ

Description of works: Change the use of a field (currently used as an occasional overflow carpark) to a
dedicated overflow carpark. This application affects a Public Right of Way.

Thank you for your internet representation made on 27th September 2026 which has been recorded as an
objection with the comments as follows:

OWPC87380
Dear Planning Officer,

I am writing to formally object to the above planning application regarding the proposed conversion of the
adjacent agricultural field into a car park / overflow parking facility.
1. Biodiversity, Protected Species, and Habitat Loss

The field in question forms an integral part of the local rural biodiversity and habitat network. It routinely
serves as a feeding and roosting ground for priority wildlife species, including the common crane / heron
species that regularly resides on this land. Converting this greenfield site to hardstanding or intense vehicle
parking will lead to irreversible habitat loss, disturbance, and the destruction of the wild open character of the
site. This directly conflicts with national planning guidelines regarding biodiversity net gain and the protection
of local ecology.

2. Severe Visual Amenity Impact and Encroachment on Rural Character

The site currently contributes to the distinct wild, open farm landscape that forms the rural boundary of our
village. Introducing parking facilities, vehicle movement, and associated infrastructure (lighting, hard
surfacing) at the end of the road will create an uncharacteristic visual intrusion. It represents urban sprawl and
piecemeal encroachment into the countryside, causing a detrimental impact on the visual amenity of

surrounding residents and visitors.

3. Unsustainable Traffic Generation and Unsuitable Highway Infrastructure
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Our local road network was never designed to absorb the scale of vehicle traffic now generated by this center.
Since the previous expansion (which saw footfall escalate from 10-20 daily visitors to what seems like
hundreds), local residents have experienced severe congestion and bottlenecking. Adding a formal overflow
car park actively encourages even greater vehicle movements into a residential street that cannot
accommodate it, increasing hazards to highway and pedestrian safety.

4. Habitual/Fragmented Applications and Harmful Rate of Growth

Since 2020, this site has submitted incremental planning applications on a regular basis. This step-by-step
expansion obscures the true cumulative impact of the business's growth on village infrastructure. The rate of
expansion has reached a tipping point that is now demonstrably to the detriment of local village life. Rather
than continuously encroaching onto rural fields and channeling traffic through quiet residential streets, the
applicant should be required to explore fundamental infrastructural alternatives- such as a dedicated access
route and entrance directly from the main road- rather than overwhelming the village.

For these reasons, | strongly urge the Planning Committee to refuse this application.

Unfortunately, it is not possible for the council to respond to comments on planning applications but your
views as made above will be considered before the application is determined.

Please be aware that Planning Services operate an 'open file' policy and will publish your comments
including your name and address on the website. The website is updated once a day in the evening so it may
take up to 24 hours for it appear on there. Please make sure that you have only provided information that you
are happy will be published in this way. If you have supplied information belonging to a third party, you must
make sure you have their permission to do so. If you do not wish your comments to appear on the website or
on the file you will need to confirm this by emailing to planning@arun.gov.uk and | will arrange for it to be
destroyed although this means that the content will then be disregarded.

The majority of applications are determined under delegated powers by officers. Further information on the
decision making process can be found on the website at :https://www.arun.gov.uk/what-happens-next.

Some applications will be determined by the Planning Committee, and | shall write and inform you of the date
of the meeting and the procedures for public speaking if this is the case. However, if your representation has
been received after the agenda for the meeting has been finalised and the notifications have been generated,
you will not receive notification. In this case, you will need to track the progress of the application on the
council's website https://www.arun.gov.uk/planning-application-search

Any comments that are received after the agenda has been finalised will be separately reported to the
members of the Planning Committee.

Regardless of how the application is determined | will notify you of the decision.

Yours sincerely

M

Neil Crowther
Group Head of Planning
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https://www.arun.gov.uk/what-happens-next
https://www1.arun.gov.uk/aplanning/OcellaWeb/planningDetails?reference=FG/76/26/PL

For details of how the Council will deal with your data please refer to our privacy notices on the website
https://www.arun.gov.uk/privacy-policy/

If you have provided an email address, all correspondence including the decision notice will be sent by email.
It is therefore important that you keep us informed if this changes during the course of this application.

To register to receive notification of planning applications in your area, please go to
https://www1.arun.gov.uk/planning-application-finder
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