Arun District Council Date Inspected: 30t June 2020

Planning Officer: Lynnyrd Wolfe

Planning Application Ref: FG/60/20/T

Location: Sea Lane Cottage, 258 Goring Way, Ferring, BN12 5BZ

Description of works: Crown reduction to 1no. ilex oak tree to height 25m and spread 20m
Reasons given: Low growth obstructing use of driveway

Comments on Application:

Holm oak / Quercus ilex Approx. height: 15m Average spread: 6m Age class: Mature

Outwardly and from a distance this tree appears to be healthy and stable with an attractive crown profile. The limb
framework is asymmetric (strong influence of prevailing wind?) and there is a slight horizontal separation of the profile
on its east aspect, which seems indicative of heavy, low arching and ultimately pendulous limbs/branches - over the
neighbouring property (256). Overhead clearance appears adequate for now although some attention may be required
low on that aspect in the future (a separate application would be required).

The tree is prominent at the front of the property and can be clearly seen from numerous residential properties and to
users of the busy public highway (footway and carriageway). As such, it has high public amenity value.

The applicant is seeking an overall crown reduction (that is to say, height and spread on all aspects). The proposed final
dimensions of the tree exceed that which it currently is, so cannot be approved.

Correspondence between the local planning authority and applicant give some other indication of the quantity of
material to be removed (reducing overall canopy by 20%, pruning back branches to a maximum of 3metres). This was
agreed to be an unsatisfactory work description but would also involve a damaging loss of crown volume, far exceeding
British Standard 3998:2010 Tree Work — Recommendations. Furthermore, there is no arboricultural justification or
reasons given for crown reduction pruning, to any extent.

Overhead clearance above the applicant’s driveway seems plentiful. Further removal of low branches on that aspect
would spoil the appearance of the tree and exceed British Standard 3998:2010 Tree Work — Recommendations.

The removal of dead branches is an exception and does not require permission or notification from/to the local
planning authority.

The removal of dangerous branches is an exception and does not require permission, although those undertaking are
required to notify this authority at the earliest opportunity and works should only be to the extent that the immediate
threat to person(s) or property is abated. Any work desired beyond that which is absolutely necessary requires a formal
application. Please read the Advisory comments at the foot of this report carefully before proceeding.

The removal of dying or diseased branches that do not meet the Secretary of State’s definition of being dangerous,
requires permission from the local planning authority; a formal application is required.

Conclusions:

The extent of work proposed is incompatible with the existing dimensions of the tree and so cannot be approved.

The tree is a significant feature in the local landscape and appears to be in adequately sound and healthy condition. The
tree pruning operation (crown reduction) proposed in the application would result in excessive reduction of the tree's
landscape impact and undue detriment to the visual amenities of the locality.

Recommendations:

| recommend REFUSAL for this application.
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Advisory:

What is the exception for work on dangerous trees and branches?

Where a tree presents an immediate risk of serious harm and work is urgently needed to remove that risk, tree owners
or their agents must give written notice to the authority as soon as practicable after that work becomes necessary.
Work should only be carried out to the extent that it is necessary to remove the risk.

In deciding whether work to a tree or branch is urgently necessary because it presents an immediate risk of serious
harm, the Secretary of State’s view is that there must be a present serious safety risk. This need not be limited to that
brought about by disease or damage to the tree. It is sufficient to find that, by virtue of the state of a tree, its size, its
position and such effect as any of those factors have, the tree presents an immediate risk of serious harm that must be
dealt with urgently. One consideration would be to look at what is likely to happen, such as injury to a passing
pedestrian.

If the danger is not immediate the tree does not come within the meaning of the exception.

Paragraph: 080 Reference ID: 36-080-20140306
Revision date: 06 03 2014
Source: https://www.gov.uk/guidance/tree-preservation-orders-and-trees-in-conservation-areas

It is an offence to work on a protected tree without consent and if unauthorised work takes place, the Council can (and
does) take legal action which can lead to fines of up to £20,000, or twice the value of each tree, whichever is the
greater. The Council's written consent is needed before any felling or pruning takes place. To give notice of work to
tree(s) please complete the Application Form and refer to the Guidance Notes which cover trees both in and outside

conservation areas.

Mark Warwick
Tree Officer / Parks and Greenspace Team
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http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1990/8/section/206
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1990/8/section/206
https://ecab.planningportal.co.uk/uploads/appPDF/C3810Form031_england_en.pdf
https://ecab.planningportal.co.uk/uploads/appPDF/Help031_england_en.pdf

