
 

 
Thank you for your internet representation made on 17th September 2026 which has been recorded as no
objection with the comments as follows:
 
OWPC87233
 
The application seeks an extension of hard car parking (in addition to the change of use for a field to
permanent permeable car park under application ref. FG/76/26/PL) and a new retail building. 
Ferring Country Centre is a charity that offers a range of services primarily for people with learning disabilities.
We recognise that income from visitor attractions contributes to support that function. However, this
application raises concerns regarding the increased commercialisation of the site, visitor numbers and the
impact of rising traffic movements on the narrow site access road / bridge, approach roads and the village
centre. 
The site sits within the Ferring / Kingston Gap between settlements and only accessed by residential roads
leading to the site. These roads are commonly restricted by parked vehicles, especially when the Glebelands
recreation ground and football pitches and Ferring Village Green, which border the Rife Way approach road
on both sides, are most actively in use. The on-site access leading to the proposed extended hard surface car
park is narrow with a sharp turn, crosses a single vehicle width bridge, neither having any segregated footpath
provision. 
At particularly busy times when the field is available for parking, we would seek a traffic management plan
that would prevent vehicles progressing along the access driveway to the main site. This to prevent vehicles
having to turn and drive back against oncoming traffic if the extended hard surface car park is full. At such
times, there will consequently be increased foot traffic also using the narrow driveway adding to safety risks.
This is aggravated by drivers using the parking facilities for access to the Rife footpaths and beach and not
necessarily using the services provided by Ferring Country Centre.  
Any future increase in commercialisation of the site raises concerns not only for on-site traffic management
but on the impact on the residential approach roads, severe congestion at the war memorial junction and
through the village centre where traffic is frequently backed up due to the ongoing issues of the length of time
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that the railway crossing gates are down. This has already directly led to a reduction in bus services. 
We suggest that a risk assessment and traffic management plan should be considered in parallel with this
application and in conjunction with the WSCC Right of Way consultation response.
 
Unfortunately, it is not possible for the council to respond to comments on planning applications but your
views as made above will be considered before the application is determined.
 
Please be aware that Planning Services operate an 'open file' policy and will publish your comments
including your name and address on the website. The website is updated once a day in the evening so it may
take up to 24 hours for it appear on there. Please make sure that you have only provided information that you
are happy will be published in this way.  If you have  supplied information belonging to a third party, you must
make sure you have their permission to do so.  If you do not wish your comments to appear on the website or
on the file you will  need to confirm this  by emailing to planning@arun.gov.uk and I will arrange for it to be
destroyed although this means that  the content will then be disregarded. 
 
The majority of applications are determined under delegated powers by officers. Further information on the
decision making process can be found on the website at :https://www.arun.gov.uk/what-happens-next.
 
Some applications will be determined by the Planning Committee, and I shall write and inform you of the date
of the meeting and the procedures for public speaking if this is the case. However,  if your representation has
been received after the agenda for the meeting has been finalised and the notifications have been generated,
you will not receive notification. In this case, you will need to track the progress of the application on the
council's website https://www.arun.gov.uk/planning-application-search 
 
Any comments that are received after the agenda has been finalised  will  be separately reported to the
members of the Planning Committee.
 
Regardless of how the application is determined I will notify you of the decision.
 
Yours sincerely
 

Neil Crowther
Group Head of Planning
 
For details of how the Council will deal with your data please refer to our privacy notices on the website
https://www.arun.gov.uk/privacy-policy/ 
 
If you have provided an email address, all correspondence including the decision notice will be sent by email.
It is therefore important that you keep us informed if this changes during the course of this application.
 
To register to receive notification of planning applications in your area, please go to
https://www1.arun.gov.uk/planning-application-finder
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