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Improving the Supporting our
wellbeing of Arun environment
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DISTRICT COUNCIL

From: Harry Chalk
Sent: 23 July 2026 11:42

To: Office

Subject: FG/47/26/PD - The Haystack

Dear Chris/Tony,

| write to you to provide an update on my progression through the review of this Class AA Prior Approval. |
have been checking the proposal against the relevant criteria and have been able to spend the morning
reviewing all the historic applications for the site that we have on record. Unfortunately, | cannot seem to
find any reference for the original construction of the dwelling, and the earliest plans we have are from an
application in 1983.

Class AA only applies to dwellings built between 1948 and 2018. Our historic mapping indicates that the
property had not been built in 1943, but we have no historic mapping from 1943-1991. From the evidence,
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and on the basis of probabilities, | concur that the property was likely built within this timeframe despite
the lack of evidence from 1943-1948.

That said, the site has been the subject of many applications for extensions. Of particular note are three
applications, these being FG/20/83, and FG/227/88 and FG/91/89.

The GPDO defines ‘original’ as “a building as it existed on 1 July 1948 where it was built before that date,
and as it was built if built after that date.”

FG/20/83 provides the earliest records | can find of the dwelling, and in the absence of ‘as-built’ plans from
the date of its construction, these could, conservatively, be considered the best representation of the
‘original dwellinghouse’ we have. | provide elevations of this below. You can see that the main two-storey
element at that time had a cat-slide roof sloping down toward the west elevation.
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FG/91/89 relates to amendments to a permission granted under FG/227/88 for, in part, a first-floor
extension. | provide elevational drawings and plans from FG/91/89 below, which clearly identify a
proposed first-floor extension that has since replaced the ‘original’ cat-slide roof that sloped to the front
of the dwelling. This extension appears to now be what we see on site today. The first-floor extension
approved and implemented under FG/227/88 and FG/91/89 comprises an additional storey over a single-
storey element of the ‘original dwellinghouse’.
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Class AA.1(d) states:

Development is not permitted if... (d) the existing dwellinghouse has been enlarged by the addition of one
or more storeys above the original dwellinghouse, whether in reliance on the permission granted by Class
AA or otherwise.

On this basis, while | am yet to complete my review of the proposal’s compliance with the remainder of
Class AA, the development is in conflict with Class AA.1(d) and the site does not, therefore, appear to
benefit from Class AA. As such, the Prior Approval will likely be refused in due course. | would welcome
your thoughts on this, but | would suggest considering whether the application should be withdrawn on
this basis.



Kind regards,

Harry Chalk, MSc
Senior Planning Officer, Development Management

T: 01903 737577
E: harry.chalk@arun.gov.uk
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