
 

 
Thank you for your internet representation made on 5th December 2025 which has been recorded as an
objection with the comments as follows:
 
OWPC80160
 
The applicant says he has been in breach of the planning condition for more than 10 years without any
intervention by Arun DC. But from the two statements below it is arguable that he has only not been working
at the business for some 5 years.
 
Statement from Consultants on FG/142/25       'Mr Englefield has not helped with the harvests at all in the past
10 years, instead, drove the truck to the winery for a total of 7 days. Brexit made the employment of seasonal
workers unfeasible and there has been no harvest no wine has been produced in 5 years'.
Officers report on FG/12/15 - Description of Site and surroundings         'Predominantly rural. Nursery site
situated to the west. Some residential and agricultural buildings within the wider area. The application site is a
working vineyard with a large area of vines in front of a barn style building and dwelling set well back from the
road'.
 
The Consultant's statement implies that wine has been produced in the years before 2020. The Officer's
statement shows that this was a working vineyard in 2015. The Consultant implies that Mr Englefield did only
a minimal amount of work at the vineyard in the last 10 years but he was the owner of the business, and
evidently the manager of it, all that time. It is disingenuous to say that he was not working in the business of
the vineyard.
There is therefore a good case to argue that he only ceased to be an agricultural worker when the vineyard
ceased production - some 5 years ago. - and that he has only been in breach of the planning condition for 5
years, so that he is still liable for enforcement action.
 
Your views  as made above will be considered before the application is determined.
 

8th December 2025

Case Officer: Hebe Smith
Telephone: 01903 737626
Email: hebe.smith@arun.gov.uk

Ed Miller
17 West Drive
Ferring
BN12 5QZ

Dear Sir/Madam,

Town & Country Planning Act 1990 (as amended)
Town & Country Planning (Development Management Procedure) (England) Order 2015: Article 39

Application No: FG/142/25/CLE

Site Address: Highdown Vineyard, Dwelling At Littlehampton Road  Ferring BN12 6PG

Description of works: Lawful development certificate to establish the existing use of the dwelling known
as Highdown Vineyard as lawful.
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Please be aware that Planning Services operate an 'open file' policy and will publish your comments
including your name and address on the website. The website is updated once a day in the evening so it may
take up to 24 hours for it appear on there. Please make sure that you have only provided information that you
are happy will be published in this way.  If you have  supplied information belonging to a third party, you must
make sure you have their permission to do so.  If you do not wish your comments to appear on the website or
on the file you will  need to confirm this  by emailing to planning@arun.gov.uk and I will arrange for it to be
destroyed although this means that  the content will then be disregarded. 
 
The majority of applications are determined under delegated powers by officers. Further information on the
decision making process can be found on the website at :https://www.arun.gov.uk/what-happens-next.
 
Some applications will be determined by the Planning Committee, and I shall write and inform you of the date
of the meeting and the procedures for public speaking if this is the case. However,  if your representation has
been received after the agenda for the meeting has been finalised and the notifications have been generated,
you will not receive notification. In this case, you will need to track the progress of the application on the
council's website https://www.arun.gov.uk/planning-application-search 
 
Any comments that are received after the agenda has been finalised  will  be separately reported to the
members of the Planning Committee.
 
Regardless of how the application is determined I will notify you of the decision.
 
Yours sincerely
 

Neil Crowther
Group Head of Planning
 
For details of how the Council will deal with your data please refer to our privacy notices on the website
https://www.arun.gov.uk/privacy-policy/ 
 
If you have provided an email address, all correspondence including the decision notice will be sent by email.
It is therefore important that you keep us informed if this changes during the course of this application.
 
To register to receive notification of planning applications in your area, please go to
https://www1.arun.gov.uk/planning-application-finder
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